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‘1 motion or at rest~the mighli

', sl hin works is 5o trivial loss,
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the wotld—you note the bearing of climate and eoil ani position, of ree
ligion and governmnent and Iaws upon the public and privatelife of mane
kind, upon the prozrees of arte and ecicnce, af mornl truth, of rational
freedom and of geaceal happinese,  You stand {n seversnee and delight,
awe-struck obecrvern of the wonders wrought on earth for it thousand
years, All your mental pawers, and many of your moral facultics are
called into vigorous action; and an incxpressible pleasure in afforded
you whilo you yicld yoursclves to the cnchantment of « Philosophy
teacliing by exnmple.”

Tho vatlous daparimenta of Phyaical acience aro thrawn open ot yous
appraach; and you jnspect lh; laws which govern matter whether in
s arcce continually in play throughout the
Kingdoma of Nature, fmm the impatpalie fmz{am; uf.x “hl:‘" from
the pesfumed fower to the distant star, the mighty centre of some vast
syatem of clustering sworlis,

Hovw different the foelings with which sout gaze upon the glorious
wotks of God, to those with which the untistored roul walks forth amil
the grandeur and beauty of Creation. upon whieh ho looka with ety it
wwondder or from which le turne away with stolid indifference. 1t s not
£o much that to your more cultivated tanto the wary outline of blue hilla,
the mueical oscillations of tho reatless deep, the blending and shededd
tints of incense-breathing flawers, the deepened senturo of the hillaide
sward, or tho tremulous foilage of the breeze-shaken trees convey to
f‘“!' minds scnsations of lwau?‘ to which hin nind is a atrange =l
naiat nat upon this difference, though to the sum of human happinese
insenxibility to tho beauty which tho Perfect Mind hne Invished upon
A But I refer to that unseiling of the
mysterica of natura which takea place in presence of intelloctual cultis
vation—~that partial unfolding of the sccect aprings af the terresteial
mechanism at the pressure of the finger of rcicnco—that ennobling con-
eciousnces of d}vclhng in the Isboratory of tho Universs, and of being
Rﬂ'ﬂf&fé!n}%ﬂ%&? 9,’90'};-’.!‘.'.0."“"‘ and unceasing transmutations of

Creator hath fmpressed upon matter sro U 6hA JAabich e
ou behold their operations far away in the fathomless depthe of the
mpondcrabla ether through which the celeatial worlds sweep their clre

cling way as they mearure the cpochs of cteruty—you note them in
the globe-girdling atmonphere, in the ever-changing clouds, the falling

showers, the ascending vapour, the mohiile waters, the growth and decay
of vegetablo and animal life, and in all the diversified phenomena that
bespeak the omnipresont encrgy of the Supreme Inteiligence.

Nor do you contempiato with intelligent tU-prq:intion alone tho con-
temporary cvolutions of Naturc's lawa. Where the uninitiated sco
blank and meaningless rock, you perccive the inhumations of immes.
surably distant forsil creations—whero tho common eye discovers
nouglit save fantastic heapx of dislocated stones, tassed amd piled in
wanton confusion by tho purposcless hand of chance, you gaze vith
admiration on the .pxm.xi.r mausolicuns of butied worlis--the monu.
mcnts of datcles eraz in the shadowy paet,  Uipon the broad ficlds of
ancicnt steata, upheaved by internnl violence, or mvept of former cover-
ings by rushing floods, you trace with delight and reverence the majestic
footprints of tho Divino Creator, or with exulting gratitudo drink in the
magic chronicles sculptured on thoe tablets of venerable formations.

The pieasures which knowledge rightly uscd bestows upen’the culti
vated mind cre as immortal ns the intelicct—the mutations of fortune,
the vicissitudes of timo nnd place and sge affect them not. In this
period of adventurons unrost, and of self-oxpatriation you may be bommo
onwanl by the current of chango to the uttermost parts of the earth—
you may change your climate, your country, your friends, your pursuits,
—may pass from beneath the Northern Bear to wonder nt the corusca-
tions of the Southern Croas; but yeur minds trained to thought and
reason, and atored with knowledge, will be elevated beyond the reach of
temporal loss, and will nlways prove an availablo source of pleasurc and
joys The exigencics of your position may compel you to aweating toil
and anxious carc, mny harden your hands, and furrow your brow, may
cmbrown your festures through long exposure, and bend your frame,
now youthful and ercet, heneath heavy burdens; but no wearisomo
manual labour, no plodiling care, no carly decrepitude will incapacitate
you for communion with Nature, unfit you for mental recreation, or
shut you out from the fellowship of the gle s minds that minister at
tho altars of Literature and Scicenee.

Poverty may enwrap you in its sombrous shadow, and press you
down with its stern, unbending necessitiea—it may be your {ot illclad
and meanly housed, to recruit your wasted strength at tables poorly and
sparingly spread—the rich and the gay may movo in circles remoto from
your humble fireside—you may be strangers to mansions wheze afllucnce
revels in luxury, yet -

*The dead but eceptred sovorelgns who stlil rule
Gur spithis from their urns,*”

will virit you in your lowly cottape, pladden the hour of your evemng
meals, regale your jaded spirits with ennobling converse, snd pone as
tounid you und fue you the glory of their rickes and powers and Usthing
you in intelicctual aplendour will enrapture you with thrilling thoughts,
wwith Ulisstul visions and with glowsng bopon,  Aranl the secidente and
discascn of human life it may happen to you that the senses whieh the
Benesolent Creator designed 1o e inlets 10 atowfedge, and channels of
communication with the vuter warll ahall be closesd or obliterated.
The sense of hearing may fad~ away, and to y6u universal nature bee
come silent, the voicea of the tuncful winds, the gentle mineitelsy of
brooke, tha sulemn bats of tha ocean, the whisperinua of the murmunng
leaves, the sung of hinle, the buza of inaecta on the wing, the innocent
prattle of childhnod, tho expreesive intanations of passion, and the melte
ing accents of fond aml faithful tuve, may fall in vain cpon the insensie
ble var; yet though ever cunseious of your loee, how l‘nrvrly will that
loss be comprnsated by tho companionainp of the o'ty gpunt of seience
and of song that will cluater arnnd you and penctrate yonr beart w it
eternad harmonica of truth 1 T the Poct’s fluwing veree vou will nEAh
cateh the echo of « the Tuuid Inpac of mueputing etreama’sto the rar
of tho eaul all nrture will sgaty become socnd, and n prdennd gratitunde
will overpower you for the gifts of mental cuiture ‘J..‘-n thus amelinre
ates your conddition, A mtill andider dleprivation may await vou in the
the lose of aight, consigning you to « everdusing sack,” in'whicl, are
awallowed wup tho beauty of hill and dale, of river sl seq, of forest andd
ficld, of the mid-day eflulgence snd the nidnight inarshalling of heavenly
honu,.of the morning eunlesin spatshng 1n the dewaliamond, or bee
geanning the vapour-val from tio mountain’a brow, aid the erentuio
flects of phantom ships with fleccy eailn amt hanners of ezmson, wrple
anl gold sweeping over the bosom of the ccanlean depthe, Amll what
then you will more poignantly segret than the darkiteas that wifl rest
upon the inanimato world will bo the cnshrouding from youe view of
faces of luved and loving {ricnds—20Rt cycs wiil beam kindly upon yeu,
eanntsWill bedock tho saul-minoring counfenaheer OrtRuNFurar-wmc
to you—you will mark them not.  Yet even in this calannty you will
be privileged to sdopt the languago of that blind but nawmortal basrd who

e ¢t a4 A1 trskeful bird

Ringe Jsthling, and In shadlest covart lnd

Tunes her nocturnsl note 3**
who taught by the hcavenly muse sang,

“Yet notthe mete
Cesse I to vander whera the Muses lannt
Cloar apting, or shady grove, vt sunny hil,
Smit with the love of satred song.”
Yours, too, may Le the felicity with him to ald,

— it elibef

Thee Ziuvn and the flowing btnoks tanenth,

That weshed lh)‘ hatlow ed (eet, aud warbling flow,

Nighuy 1 elsit.
Debarred from access to ondinary soutces of knowledpo and happiness,
f'ou will retire within the atoschouso of intellect, whete feseting on the
hoanded memories of ather tsnes, your soul will bo solnced m hier privas
tions with tho delicious connolations of which a lughly cultivated, well.
balanced mind ean never be divested.

But irzespective of tho stores of exalted enjoyment which cducation

renders accessible to you in tho spacious realins of knowledge, thete is -

exquisito pleasuro conncctzd with tho oxercise of thointellectunl powera
~—plcasuro of which thoso are wholly deprived whoso mental faculties
lic dormant and untrained. Lifo is motion § and healthful fifo is itsclf
o happiness whethier it rescal iteclf in tho throbbing heart with its crim.
soncd undulations, in the convulutions of the mitdescrving bramn, in the
linked processcs of ratiocinution, in the ro-crentive encrgies of the vivid
imagination, in the penetrating vision of the keen perception, or in the
unsleeping recollections of the faithful memaory.

A greater contrast scarecly cists botween the helplesasness of mfuncy
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and the vigorous clusticity of active manhiood, than between  stute of -

mental torpidity and inanition und that of highly trained mental action.

Bat intellectual cultivation not only afierds most vxhilurating gratifie
cation——it invests with power.  For not only is the celebrated aphorivn
of the Prince of the inductive Philosophy true that «Knowledgo is
power,” it is cqually truc that mental discipline is power. Thought
rules mankind., Thought moulds tho charucter of nations, and sways
the destiny of cmpires. ‘I'he profound and eaginal thinker is the true
monarch among men—~the sublimest productions in Literature, tho mas.
tes-picces of Art in Music and Painting, in Sculpture and Architecture
—the most comprehensive Legislativo cfforts—tho womlerful applica-
tions of scicnce—tho most adventurous discoverics, snd the multitudin.
ous achicvements of the handicrafts of every day life are but the em.
bodiments of his thoughts. T'hat mind, therefore, thatis trained to

think most clearly and deeply upon those great subjects which stand




