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EXPENSE OF L1VING IN THE UNIIED STATES,
7 F publizhin another column, an extract from a
\\' Jotter, which appeared fn the London Standard
wrltten by 1ta New York correspondent, under dato of
Aprit sthe The writer §s considered one of the ablest
of American contributors to the London press. e
drans a contrsst Letween tho prices of provizions in
1<t and asthey are now in 1967, and theevidence facon-
clnsive that a dollar in gold, to eay nothing of ** legal
tenders,” 1ails utterly to contain the purchasing power
possessed by it in 191, Living has becomo zo expen
wo b at although of rome clasees of labourers there
j« an 0veT supp ¥, still wages are forced up by ¢mbl-
pations from the mere fact that without such advanco
the Jabourer wouid be unable to support himeelf and
his tannly.  Deople may taik a3 they please of the vast
recuprrative powers pussessed by the people of the
paited States, of thur ¢huriivus TCEOUICEs, uf the
aoes of gold and of sabver, ot conl and of hiun, uf tho
peids of rice and plantations of cotton, the teeming
praiesea sudd the bunndicss forests, Lut let us ask what
Bave they now to shiew for all thexe opportunities ot
aealth?  Wihero are their eapurts, the touclhistone ot
their prospenty ?  Louk at their enoimous fmports,
(e measure of their needs. Sce tho prices they pay
to us Lanadians fur vur wheat and our flour, 0.r cattle
sud our tuanber, sind then let any ono whe cliveres
ik of the wombcriul, yea buund ess resvurces upun
winch our neighbours have to draw.  Sv long as
torergznt peuples are willing to tend to the goverament
ot the Lmted States, and tho guvernment spends
fecely at home, 80 lung probably w ill the evil day be
pestponcd . but Just as soon as the United States bonds
dall b exhausted, or becume of ill savour abroad,
amd the peupty, hedged 1m as they aro vy a hizh pro-
tective tanfl, are left to the profitab’e employment of
© awapping jack-Kunes’* ammongst themselyves, go soon
we may lo k fur a bursting of the goup-bubble uf ap-
jarent prorpenity, and a penivd of lung cuntliaued de-
pression fu trade, and consequent suflening. It s truo
(hat abumdant harvests on this continent and high
prachets i fsurope nught fura wiale assistan preserving
the batance of trade; and vven by stunulating the
preat interest ot agrichitoro stave ufl the threate ned
rum altogether, but wo have not faith in tho wurhing
ot any miracle to open tho eyes of the walfully blind,
and fear that our naghbours wi.l learn the true teach,
mgs ol pohucnl'ccunomy frum \ery severe expericence,

THE ST. LAWRENCE AND BAY OF YUNDY
CANAL,

7 E havo just perused an abstract of an Act pasved
\’ in the last sexsion of the Nova Scotia Legisla
ture, for incurporatin v ¢ Tho St. Lawrence and Bay
of Fundy Canal Company.” Some time ago we ina
bnet statement of facts, ventured to call public aticn-
t-on to the importance of this work with referenco to
Canadian trade with the rich and populous districta
on the shores of the Bay of tundy, and advocated its
construction asa Loy ernment work  Since then the
prescnt company has been formed for the purpose,
and the act above alluded to passed  Whilo wo ghould
e sorry to throw auy jmpediment in the way of tho
construction of this most necessary work, yet the bill
Mself invests the company with such extraordinary
powers, that we are surprised at its passing the Nova
scotia legislaturo in the shapo it has, 1t scems in-
credsble that an act should have passed for the cou-
struction of a canal which neither provides for its
width or depth, nor specifies the rate of tolls to Le
lvied, nor whether auny or what distinctiong are tobe
inade betw cen Britlsh and foreign shipping, yet such
1 the hteral fact. We quote from somo of the scctions
of the Act to show tho extraordinary nature of the
poners conferred  The early -ectiops are as usual
taken up with matters relating to tho organization of
the Company, the capital of which i3 fixed at §:00,000
with power to increaso to 3800 @00, and also power to
fssue mortgage bonds  Section 8 rclates to the con-
struc jon of tho canal, and provides that it may bo
w of such breadth, depth, and dimenslons as they (the
comypany j may deem necessary * 1t also gives powers
10 the company, ** generally to use and appropriato all
waters of tho lakes, strec °s, and rivers of the sald
isthmus and the channels and water courses thdreof,
to and for tho use and benefit of and for rendering
cficctual, mavigable, and useful, the said intended
canat or water communication from tho Gulf of St
Lawrence to the lav of Fundy ' Scotion 10 provides
{hat the canal shall bo open to all Her Majesty’s subs

Jeetaon payment of * tolis to Le extablislied by the
company . Scction 15 provides * that the company
tmay from time to timedrain any marsh bog erawanp
land covered with water through which the canal
may run or in the vicinity; aund they may tl sw such
tands with tide water for tho purporo of converting the
samo into productive marah. In case the owners or
occubiors of fands thus mproved dechne to pay the
company’s ascasment for ONpenses incurred whero
aueh aasewsment does not exceedd 81 50 por acre, they
{tho ownery, 8¢ Y may appeal to theaeseions where the
asse<ament exceeds X1 50 per acre, the company shalt
wk for o conference with the owners, who shall
appolut one acsessor, the company 8 vecond, and the
custos of the county a third, and the whoto or a major-
ity of them may asses the expenzes. If tho owners
rofuse or neglect toappoint, or the asse-gors appointed
neglect their duties, the assessor appointcd by the
company may make tho aessmen.. Section 16 pro-
vidas that in case any such lands canuot be let fora
anflictent time to pay rates, costs, and exper~ea arsexeed,
the sherifl at the request of tho company may scll the
aame, or 80 much thereof as is necessary to meet these
cliarges, Svction 17 giveapower fo thecompany to ape
propria‘e any ungranted land requsred for the caual. as
well agall that may be vecliimed or rendered produc.
tive by its construction.  Section 18 provides that the
company +hall be exempt from all rates, taxes, and
assesements until their dividends of profits on paid up
capital cqual tho legal rate ot interest. Section 19
providez that thoe act shallexpire if effectivo aperations
under it be not commenced within five years,

From the above it will be scen that the powers con.
forred upon the company by this act are almost un-
limited, and that the public interosts are Teft eutirely
atitsmerey  As same partion of the projuned canal
must pass through New Brunswick, and it isitended
toapply to the legislature of that Provinee for zimilar
powers, wo hope that it is not too late to rectity the
mistako made by the Nova Scotia legislature in passing
this bill 1t will bo too bad to convert what might be
made a work of great publie urefulucssand importance
into a pernicious monepaly  We offer these remarks
in no captious spirit, but simply Tom feeting that no
company whatever ought to passess snch absohite
powers, and that they are more than likely in tho loug
run to prove wimical to their own mterests,

SEWING MACHINES,

+EXT to the steam eugine and the elect ic telegraph
\ the sowing machine may justly be regarded a3
the most remarkable inveution of modern times, It
has completely revolutionized a great many branches
of trade, and the rapidity with which it perforing jts
work, is not more rematkable than the wonderful
range of employment to which it is capadle of beig
applied. Touse the words of an advertisenient now
Iying beforo us, ** it can be warranted to sew any thing
from the finest muslin toshingles ** ‘To the Americans
belong the meritof at least perfecting, 1f not of actually
fuventing the sewing machine, and there is probably
no modern invention which has yiclded more amplo
returns than to those who have invested thin money
iu the various patents connected with itz imanufacture.

Although machines have been made m England for
somo years, yet it does not appear that the Eugli:h
machines have ever supplicd the Lome demand, or
been exported to any extent. The” Awmerican manu-
facturers carly learnt thosaluc ot the Europcan market
and tho ** Singer” machine, tho ** Wheeler & Wilson,
tho « Grover and Baker,” and e\ cral others, soon ¢n.
tered into successful competition, and probably five
sixths of the vast number of machines now sold in
various parts of tho world aro wanufacturcd under
Awmerncan patentg, aud the chivt by nefits denved from
tho business has been by Awencan citizons, The
manufacture in thoe United States is now, however,
encumbered with such animmense number of patents,
and tho cost of both material aud Jabur o very largely
increased that great inducements are offercd to othier
countrics to engago in tho business; and theroare pro.
bably few countries better situated for carrying st on
successfully than British America. It was congidera-
tions of this naturo wlich led a short timo sinco to the
cstablishment in St. John, N.B , of the * North Amori-
can Manufacturing Company,” which is exclusively
ergaged in the manufacturo of gewing machines under
what is known astho ** Weed' patent. A hasty vis,
¢ this cstablishment enables us to givo a shortsketch,
which may be both useful and interesting, The com.

pany commenced operations in February 1866, and
have hept their machinery constantly runniug over
sfuce. During the year 16866 they turred out Ied) ma.
chines, which were thus distributod: 100 to Great
Britain, 400 to Lermany, 250 to South America, am!
240 wero sold in the British provinces, Wo understand
that tho desnand in Germany is raphdly increasing, aud
that it is the intention o the managers, as soon as tho
customs datica shall have teen retnoved by confedera.
tion to cultivate and scek to enfargo the home trado.
Judging from tho universal testimony of theso who
have used their machines, thicir can bo little doubt of
their doing 80 successsully. 1t §s impossible to convey
an accurate idea of the yarwis ingenivtir prucesses by
means of which tho manufacturo ts carned Ln; they
must be geen to be appreciated, but wo may state that
overy part of the wacline, from the rough castings to
the shuttle, fs mado here, and that overy thing whith
it is possible to perforin by tho aid vt the most delicate
aud ingenious machinery is here perfurmed. ‘lhe
utmost caro is taken in the selection of geosl material;
tho iron is ail auncaled i furnaces prepated for the
purpose, aud esery mactine, alter bemg put tugether,
i3 subject to the fuspeetion of ekuiul wurhuen, whosg
golo buamess 13 to cxaming and to remedy fay
defect that may appear. They aro then subjeet to o
further test, Ly being placed on a frame prepared fur
tho purpose, sud run at tull speed ter reveral lours.
1t then found perfect, they are 2t oncs boaed for ex-
portation. ‘The present capacity of tho woshs §3 equal
to tho production of 4uv machines per manth, and w
hands are coustantiy omployed, of which number 41
aro first-class machimsts.  Two classesof machines a10
mafo—one for family purposes, and anotlice of a
heavier description {or mantiactuning uses, but the
principte of mottun is alike in Loth, and Loth are wha.
are ¢ .1led Shuttie aud Lock Maclunes,  Wewers par-
ticularly struck with tho order and regulatity which
relzus throughout the e-tabitshment, aud tho Lest
posuble fechng appears to exist between ciployers
and employed. Wo had expected to tind 2 majonty
of the workmen employed to be Americans, but the
Jaghly wtelligent magaordumeclt an American) who
accompanicd us throngh the iactory states that such is
not the case, and that e experience hads nm 1o piy”
fer provincinl workuen, as being moro to be depended
on  Wearo glad to record tius fact; it s very gratify-
tng, and iz one more proot that with ordinary enter-
prise and facilities we need not fuar cownpetition.

WORKINGIMEN'S CO-OPERATIVE
ASSOCIATIONS.

fVHE long strugglo between the two great clements
l of industry, captat aud labor, has been gomg on
for ages, and the cfforts of statesmen and legislators
have, so far, been unsuccessfut in reconciing their an-
tagonistic preteusions, orouly to a very timuted extent.
The interest of the capitatist is to purchase labour at
a low rate, winle the interest of the workingman is to
raise tho price of Iabour. To combuie thoso jarring
intorests is & problem that has yet to be solved, if in-
deed it ever can be fully demonstrated  Tho Y're-
tectionists have attempted tho feat and faited ; Social-
ism in its manifold phases has tricd it m vain, and
Free Trade, that has doue so much for. commerce, l: 8
not yet done this, Probably the nearest approach to
it is to be found in the Workingmen’s Co-operative
Societics, winch hiave been in operation in Ewngland
for over twenty years, aud which have lately com-
mauded a good deal of public attentivn in this country.
As incorrect and exaggerated notions are sometimes
cntertaioed on tho subject of theso asscciations, wo
shall repeat hiere somo of the leading facts ted
with their history and carcer.

In England the Co-operativo Societies are of seven 1
descriptions . 1st, tho co-operative stores for the salo
of provisions and othier articles of common use in
familics. These have Leon formed with the view of
providing the members with such articles at a low
price and of good quaiity. The goods are bought for
cash at wholesale prices, and sold also for cash, as

they neither give nor takocredit. The original schumo

{ was confined to thoso who set the business afloat, and

who wero at onco the proprietors and customers of
tho store, though each might besoin proportion totho
sums invested. Tho profits are divided among the
stockholders and those who havo purchased at the
| 8tore—the former recciving a dividend on thoir sto
, hnd tho latier & bonus on tho amount of their pur-
) chases, which in some instauces has reached 12 per
‘cout. 2ud. There are the co-o[-?muvo manufacturing



