
Peter's Great Confession

Sisat bind . . si'aft (oose. Bc clothed with auth-
ority to forbid and to permit. lis heaven, before
heaven. Petcr's loyalty to this truth will make
himi preeminent in the chiurch. but only because
of the truth. TJell no man. The fact of Jesus'
Mcssiahship might excite the people premnaturely.

III. Pr'aS MISTAsca-21-24. Howlssmuist
*.suiffer. But wvhat kind of Messiah is Jesus ?

That is týe point. A suftering Messiah, says
Jesus. Bc raised again ; but more than -,a su!-
fering Messiah,-a victorious one. Be il fer
from Ihee. Peter speaks in love, but flot in
wisdom. Gel lhee behind me. Alas, Peter.
spokcesman for God a fewv moments before, speaks
for Satan in seeking io turn Jesus from the cross.
Savourest . . of me» ; speaks as man, not as il-
lummnated by God. Deny himself . . lake up his
cross. Another startling' truth,-dsciples, like
their Master, must be cross-bearers.

THE LESSON IN DAILY L[FE (Daily Readings)

Mloîîday-Peter'stgreat confesion, Matt. 16.13-24.
The greatness of Peter ''s description lies in the fact that while men described Jesus lin the ternis

o! earth, Peter described himn la the ternis of heaven. Peter saw something in Jestus that could not
bc explained by any human origin or cause.

Tuesday-Denying self, Mark S :31-38.
Peter had a habit of stumbling on the trutli. Now lie stumibles at the truth. Peter could lot

reconcile a divine Saviour wvith a cross of shame and pain. The throne seemed the only place that
belonged to Jesus. Jesus teaches him that only a self-denying Saviour can save others.

Wednesday-The words of eternal life, John 6 : ý3-f69.

'Eternal life does flot mean unending life, but unfathomnable life. It rocans, flot mcxely length.
but dcpth. The ]ength of a strcamn does hot tell o! its volume. The lcngth of a life does not tell
or its richness and fulness. It is what; Christ crowds ioto life. that rnakes it eternal life.

Thtirsday-- father who trusted in Jesuis, Johin 4 :46-53.
la our passage, the faith of the father brought blessing to bis child. And so in life to-day. we

do not live to ourselves for good or for cvii. We canniot be at our best; or our worst. for ourselves
alone. Some one else shares in the best, or the wvorst.

Friday-The Mecssiahship of Jesus, Luke 24 :25-27, 44-4"i.
Christ came to bis Messiahship by the way of pain. What 've have ail to learn at one tinie or

axiother is that pain is an ordered part of our life's discipline. To sec this great truti wve need to
have our understanding opened. And nonse can do that likce the sxxffering Christ.

Saturday-Thoc coming kingdom, Isa. 11 : 1-10.
The gif t of God's spirit means a deepcning of our understandixig of life. Wce get benicath the

surface of things, trusting no longer to the sound or the sight of things. The compassion of Christ
svas so, dcep, because ho saw things and facts that wcrec not visible to the cves of others.

Sunday--T-lhe suffering servant o! God, Isa. 53 :1-12.
Nothing reconciles uis to sorrow likc a realization tliat Jesus passcd bv that saile bitter %vay.

He passed that wvay, flot to utter defeat. but to the place whiere hie sawv of the travail o! lis sou]
and was satisfied. Sorrosv lias rich fruitage.

A PRAVER
Father, we thank tliee for the story o! how Peter confessesi the Saviour and tliex siinned against

hinm by tempting himn. Teach us how to gain Peter's strong faith, and how to avoid his grievous
sin. Pull us with thy Spirit that we may know our danger and -m Ystrtigglc to conquer sin. 111
CÈrist's naine. Amenn.

113
Lesson Questions

To whoin did people-liken Jesus, and why ?
IIow did Peter know who Jesus was ?
Wliat startling truth does Jestus tell his dis-

ciples ?
Why shquid Peter be rebuked ?

For Further Study and Discussion

i. Read of the tenderness of Jcremias. (Jer.

2. Where does Sesus show his tender heart ?
(Luke 19 41.)

3. Does it matter what people think of us ?

4. Cars a marn thirsk wrongly and dIo right ?

PROVlI FROM SCRIPTURE-Th-at a Romani sol-
dier sent for Peter.
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