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THE TRADER.

thatin nino onses out of ten theiwr goods are
orooked and thoy aro uunsafe for thom to
bandle. A word to the wiso ehould be
gufliciont.

THE DUTY ON JEWELRY.

Evory onoe of our readers will romom-
ber the stand that wo have always takon
in regard to the duty on jewolry, viz.,
that whilo tho trade is porfoctly satisfied
to pay tho rato levied by tho present
tarifl, if it can bo colleoted aliko from all,
thoy consider that the Gevornmont should
oither find moans of properly enforcing
its oollection, or clso givo tho trade fair
pisy by reducing the duty one half and
protecting them in that way against
smuggling.

It is porfoctly absurd for any Govern-
mont to attompt to colleot any suoh rate
of duty as twenty and twenty-five per
cont. on goods 8o oxponsive and swall in
bulk as jewolry. Itcan't bo doune in any
country, let alono such a one as Canada,
with only an imaginary border line of
nearly two thousand miles soparating
thom from the market from whenco the
gronter part of their supply comes.
In plain Euglish, as things at prosent
stand, the Government collect duty from
tho honest importors, who, by their very
honesty in making these payments, are
unable to cowpole against the uwvsera-
pulous rivals who are williag to risk an
occasional seizure of their goods in pre.
forence to paying tho duty on the whole.

The Govornment cither do not see
this, or are wilfully blind regarding it, for
it is a thing that is being brought pain-
fully to tho regular importer's notice overy
day.

Bcarcoly a day passes but le is con-
fronted with quotations from small one-
horse houses (who can't possibly buy as
well 1ot alono any better thav he does),
that are simply bis cost, or so near it
that thero is no fun in it. Do those men
sell goods at cost and make a living out
of it? Hardly! they koow bettor than
that. Howis thisdone then ? Any one
in the trade will tell you simply by their
smuggling tho gocds into this country,
and thus having the duty for their profit.
. Wo lhave always expressed surprise
that the Government should go long havc
held outa protecting hand to these sealli.
wags, for it is only by the help of the
high duty tbat thoy could thrive at all.
Take away or evan reduce the duty one-
half, and their occupation, like Othello's,

would bo gono, and thoy would have to
tako a very humble back seat in the com.
mereinl world,

As things aro at present they are the
 cocks of the walk,” and their ¢ very
low" prices are flung in tho facos of hon.
ost importors by retail dealors, who know
as well as thoso from whom they bought
that the goods quotel are dishionest goods,
aud it is only on this nccount that they
aro lower in price.

A most glaring instance of the folly
of tho prosent tariff, is the duty on
pracious stones, Strange to say they
have somo faint glimmering of reason, for
following the tho old auti-N, P. tariff,
Dinmonds unset are placed on the free
list ; all other unsot stones, including
rubies, cmoralds, sapphires, which min-
eralogists tell us are really only disamonds
of a different color, are rated at twenty
per cent,
this country to pay. The only lapidaty
we have imports them himself, because
he can do 8o and pay even the duty now
lovied, for less than one-quarter of what
he could cut them for himself. They are
raw material to our manufacturing trade,
who are thus compelled to pay a profit
of twenty per cent. on them to the Gov.
crnment, and which is really placing them
at a disadvantago against their foreign
compotitors by just so much, while the
duty levied on the goods into which these
stones are wrought, even if it could be
colleoted, is only twenty per cent., but
as enough of them are smuggled into
this country to break the price, it is
eqnal to no protection at all.

We notioe that the Tariff Commission
appointed by tho United States Congress
to revise the tariff, recommended amongst
other things an advance of duly on pre-
ocious s. .¢8 unset from ten o twenty-five
por cont. ad valorem. It appoars that
the Committeo recommended this change
witbout consulting the trade, and the
result was that as scon as the latter got
wind of it they got up a memorial
and laid it before the Committeo, which
8o enlightened them that they at once
struok out the chango and brought the
duty back to the former figure of ten per
cont.

Ve, therofore, find that even the United
Statos, protectionist as it ie to the core,
and tho pattern that wo have taken for
our tariff, admit unset stones at ten per
cent., while wo charge onr manufacturers
exactly double that duty. The same ar-
gumeonts exactly that apply to preocious
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stones unsot will apply to them sot ip
gold, or to any othor jowelry, and all the
sophistry in the world won't ohange it.

For tho benofit of our readers wo re.
print tho memorial sent by the leading
jowelers of tho United States to the Com.
mitteo of Ways and Menns abovo reforred
to, simply remarkicg that-the true state
of the vase is fairly and honestly put, and
that if tho word ¢ jewolry" was substi-
tuted for the words precious stones nll
through the dosument, the logio wonld
be equally true and unanswerable.

Theo petition runs as follows :

New Yonk, Jan. 5, 1888,

To the Committes of Ways and Means of the
U. S. House of Ropresentatives :

The undersigned are all engaged in
businass as tmporters of diamonds and
othor precious stones,

Your petitioners havo learned that it is
roposed to amend the tariff and to ad.
vance the duty on precious stones from
ten por cont. ad valorem to twenty-five per
cont. ad valoren. Wo beg to represent to
you that auch an advance in the customs
duty would be a fatal blow dealt toa
large and growing business in this
country, wherein are employed large
amounts of capital and wmany people.
Our objections to the proposed increase
of duties may be briefly stated as follows:

1st. Owing to the valuable character of
precious stones, their small bulk, and the
readinoss with whiok they can be con.
cealed, they offer a great temptation to
smugglers. To inocrease tho rewards to
be obtained from an illicit traffio, is to
increase the volume of that traffic.

2d. Under the present tariff frequent
cases of smuggling are reported; but
under an increased tariff smuggling would
be the rule to such an extent that honest
importers could not compete in the mar.
kets of the ocountry against goods so
smuggled with goods upon which the
tariff had been paid. As a consequencs,
reputable merchants would be driven out
of the business of importing precious
stones, and unscrupulous and law-defy-
ing men would obiain ocontrol of the
traffio.

8rd. Under the ten per cent. duty,a
grenter portion of the taxes due the Gov-
ernment on importations of precious
stones is collected with little trouble or
oxpense, because the business is mainly
in the lhands of reputable merchants.
Under an advanced tariff the Govern-
ment would be subjected to greater ex-
penso in watching smugglers, and would
obtain loss rovenue than it does now.
Rogues would be substituted for honor-
able merchauts in the business of bring-
ing preoious stones to this country.

4th, The facilities for intercommuni.
cation between the United States and
Europs aro now so great that many
tourists pass to and from every year.



