
Idistance of 500 miles, using a pressure of 20,00S to 30,- circuinsttnces of the case, In Apr*àl, 1892, the Cana-
ooo volts, and that uinder certain circurnstances electric dian Niagara P'ower Company entered inta an agree-
power could be thus transnmitted at a profit. lile daim's ment with the commissioners of Queen Victoria Niagara
that the power of the Vicloria Fais on the Zamibesi Falls Park, wlîichl agreement was ratified b>' the Ontario
river might in this manner bc economicaily enîployed in govertiment, whereby the campany secured exclusive
the mines of Rhodesia, and that the city of Cairo couid contrai of the righit ta develop power on the Canadian
be lighted more cheapiy by means of current generated side of the Niagara river, in return for an annual pay-
at and transmitted frrnm the First Cataract, 400 miles ment of $25,ooo for the first ten ycars, the amount to
distant, than by steami engines on the grotind. lie inecased Si,ooo for eachi year of the second decade

________________ ntil the annual rentai shall have reached $35,000, at

OuR attention has recently been called which figure il mighit be continuted for 8o years. A
Stiuet Ratw*ty tth neesto!a oraiao provision of the agreemen.t wvas that by November ist,

Ogaazaton. representing the street railway in- 1898, the cornpany should have compietcd water con-

terests of Canada, and wve are pleased ta learn that in nections for the developiment of 25,ooo horse power,
sonie quarters there is a strong feeling in favor of such and have actuaily ready for use and transmission ao,ooo
a niovement It seems that the smnaller roads are the horse power. Some lime previnus ta Noveniber ist,
most anxious that the formation of an association the company applied ta the park commissianers for an
shouid be eftected. It is pointed aut that there are extension of time, but thý Ontario gavernment,
many questions in common affccîing the aperation of although hesitatingly, refused ta grant the request.
street raiiways which might wvîth great advantage be Recourse wvas then taken to the courts to ascertain if
deait with by an association. If taken up independent- the Niagara Power Company stili had any legai right
iy, the expense and trouble of adjustment is certain to ta the franchise,« with the restilt given above. The
be much greater and the results less satisf'actory. The ruling of the court certainly seems ambîguous, inasmuch
difficulty, in this country, o! working successiully ai- as il places the owners of the franchise in an arnost
association conîposed of street raiiway officiais iqte helpless position. If a violation of the ternis of the
apparent. The iimited nunîber of railways necessariiy agreement is not sufficient ta annul the contract, the
prohibits a large membcrship, while the great distance entire agreement is of little value. There are some
from the east ta west of the Dominion makes it extreme- peculiar features of the case. The company contend
iy doubtful that members could be secured in B3ritish that they have suppiied the local demand, and that up
Columbia, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. This ta the present the probiem of long distance transmission
would confine the membership, in reaiity, ta Ontario bas flot been satisfactorily solved. Their niethod of
and Quebec. The suggestion bas been made that supplying the local demand was by placing two 500

there lie formied a street raiiway section of the Canadian horse power generators in the power house of the
Electricai Association. This would bce, perhaps, the Niagara Falls Park and River Railway, situated within
wiser course ta pursue. In the past, we fear the asso- the park limits. These are beit driven b>' the two tur-
ciation nanied has been regarded as non-representative of bines of the raiiway compan>'. This i,aoo horse power
the street raiiway branch of the electrical industry, but is alrnost entirel>' consumed by the Carborundum Corn-
this has been due to the fact that itreceived itschief sup- pany, the Niagara Falls Electric Light Company', and
port from the eiectric lighting, telephane and teîegrapfi the Carmelite Monastery. It might bie asked what the
inlerests. Just how to effect an organization that wvill intention of the gov ernment was in granting ta a syn-

best serve the interests of the Street raiîway companies diaeteright ho utilize the Niagara power. Was it
cannot be easily deflned, but we have rcferred to the nol that the deveiopmient of the power would create a,
malter in the hope that a discussion nia> be provoked,' growth of industriai establishments in the vicinity,
and some course of action outiined by those interested. the supplying of the then existing demand being or

_____________minor importance?ý It is noteworthy that while prac-

Tim imegratedhy te Otaro gv- ically nothing bas been done towards utilizing the lim-

Irbe itaga& FaEstîîtm ga.dbyhOîaig mense water power of Niagara Falls, the owners of the

Power Conmpany' for the dcvelopment of Hamilton ta cul off one of their niost promising
of a fixed quantity of power on the Canadian side of fields for exploitation, namely, the city of Hamilton,

.yNiagara Falls expired on November ist, i898. The while we would flot lie suirprised if, in the near future,
company not having f ulilled ils agreement in this re- the same compan>' would lie suppiying ctirrent ta the
spect, the question wvas submitted ta the courts ta de- city of Toronto. This fact, anid the apparent indiffercnce
cide whether or flot the franchise should lie deciared and inactivity of the Niagara Comipany, gives color to
void. The questions which the High Court of justice the suspicion expressed in some quarîers thatin securing
was asked to decide were as foliows : ist. Is the agree- contrai of the franchise the Canadian Niagara Power
ment void b>' reason of the failure of the Cainadianl Company had sanie other motive than that of develop-
Niagara Power Company ta have io,ooo horse power ing the l5ower. WVhat course wili now lie taken is a
deveioped and ready for use by November iîst lastP malter of interest. Should the courts flot lie asked ta
2nd. May the governnîent declare the agrecement for- decide what lime shail lie given the company for the
feited ? 3rd. If the agreement cannaI lie declared execution of the work agreed uipon?
wholly aI an end, is the goverfiment relieved froni the _________

agreement flot ta grant ta any other persan the rigbî The National Catbon Company, of Cte'.etznd, Ohio, ltvc stni us a
to, use the waters of the Njiagara river ? To each of ncat ca1endar, an which is shown a vicw of their extend.vc workr. Jr

Ihese questions a negative decision was given, thus per- alss includes thec moonlight scliciule for the Cutrent ycar.
mitting the Canadian Niagara Power Company' ta con- The 6r) k.w. S.X.Ç. gcncraior of the Dundas FJectric Co. bas hecn

tinue ta hoid ils franchise. That ail aur readers ma-y-, 4 placed in poition. Thcy expeci Io have tilcir Aalt-power in opera.
tion in a few days, and wiII bcgin the Iighting of the city hy the î5th of

understand the situation, we will review, briefi>', the janu.ry.
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