
6 TiIE CANADIAN IlLUSTRA

get up clubs and canvass for su bscriptions. An
alteration in the " attachment,"-twisting a
screw, for instance,-would translate a speech
spoken in French into the best of English,
while the shifting of a lever would turn on the
poetry spout, and the novel sight might be
witnessed of Jones' stump speech on the cor-
ruption of the other party appearing in the
next day's issue of the papet in the finest of
blank verse, and all this without the interfer-
ence of human hand or brain ! In fact the
more the subject is considered, the more exten-
sive does the field for improvement appear, and
our only astonishment is that it bas not been
occupied long ago. We do not care to take up
the roll of a prophet, but we venture to pre-
dict the present style of flesh-and-blood report-
ing will be superseded by machinery before-
well, say the 31st of February, 3010.

STARTING IN LITERARY LIFE.
(Fo the- IP/onagmrph/ic Meteor.)

T has been suggested that an article on
"Starting in Literary Life" would find
many attentive readers. Let us at once
say that we do not feel capable of doing

justice to such a theme. It is impossibie to
codify the laws that govern individuals, and
advice to persons seeking literary reputation,
whether given by us or hy others, could not and
cannot be relied upon. The doctrine of chance
enters so largely into the question that there is
a great difficulty in the way of following general
counsel. Particular cases require different con.
sideration. In a given instance, one might tell
another how te act, but no chart can bc laid
down to guide a literary explorer, who must
discover and do battle with the snags and
quicksands that lie athwart bis course as well
as may be. TIere is no royal rond to success
mu authorship. Sulcces) soetimes comes in a
sudden and bewildering manner; but more fre-
quently it bas been sought iu a way that is
heart wearing and tortuous. Consider how long
it took Thackeray to w-m even recognition as an
established author ! As often as not, the pre-
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tentious writer is as successful as the most
genuine artist in words, As a personal accom-
plishment it is desirable that all young men
who aim at self-culture should know hew te
deliver themselves after the literary manner,
but it is another matter wher incapacity tries
to force itself undulv into notice, and takes to
book-making. This sort of thing saps the
foundation on which legitimate authorship
résts. Genius will always find a way for itself
by virtue of its inherent force; the lower faculty,
talent, wants more or Ils adventitious help in
the shape of generous encouragement to enable
it to fructify. Public opinion will, in the long
run, discern wvhether a man is possessed of
talent or not, and with the knowledge that now
obtains will soon snuff out the paste and scissors
thing, while appreciating more generously the
man whi creates. But, after all, were we seri-
ously asked by anyone in whomi we were specially
imterested as to the advisability of entering the
lists of literature, we think we could not do
better than give bin Punch's laconie advice
" to persons about to marry." We have fre-
luently hard the reportorial profession-and

it is a profession-run down as being unworthy
i the consideîation of a man with brains
equivalent to bis ambition. That the duties of
a reporter are frequently of a mcst dificult
kind there cati be no question, but that, as we
have seen it stated, the reporter is a mere ma-
chine, and only in very exceptional cases has a
chance of developing limself, no one who knows
anything about newsp ipers will believe for n
moment. Had wo space we might explode the
foolishi fallacy with voluning evidence. The
profession reportorial is nnquestionably an hon-
orable one. It has been lionored, and, as it
seeuis to us, ennabled, by one of the greatest
men of the century, a man who should be an
inspiration and an example to every individual
member of the aewspaper office. Charles Dick-
ens '«as a reporter, and bis struggles with the
stenographic art, aun acquaintance with which is
so essential in the reportorial calling, are duly
recorded in a certain book called " David Cop-
perfield." Let us bert no more condemnations
of this absurd character.


