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SOWING THE SEED.
AV SAMES RONTGOMLRY, E5Q 4 SHEFFIELD
{The following hines were given us in M S by
a young lady of the Scottisl Mctropohs, several
years ago, ‘They fiad not then appeared m poat
Wecan searcely suppene, however, that thev imve
cemained in MLS. untid this ume. Be thatasat may,
air readers may peruse them with pleasure and
profit.)
Sow in the mon thy seed,
At cent hold not thy hand,
*To deubt ar fear give thow uo heed,
Broad cast it o'er the fand.
Beside all waters sow,
The high-way furrows stock 3
Drop it where thorag aud thistles grow,
scatter it on the roek.

The good and fruitfa) ground,
Expect not hege, or there,

O'er hill, and dale, m spots us found,
Go, spread it everywhere,

Thon know'st ant which shall thive,
The late or carly sown §

Grace keeps the precioits genms ahve,
When, and wherever strewa,

Aund duly shall appear
In verdute, beawty, strength

The tender blade, the stesn, the car,
And the tall corn at length.

*Thou shalt not sow in vain,
Cold, hicat, and noist and dry,

Ehall foster and mature the gram
For gamwers in the eky.

‘then, when the glotious end,
The day of God is come,

The angel reapers shall descend,
And heaven shout * harvest-home.”
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thih that 0 was Mary Voawddepe [ but whieh
ever of et it wis, the aet was the saggpe $ s !
it wll be unterestang o atvel i the prineples an- !
volved an that acr, and 16 ahe Jessons denvabide ¢

ran it.
‘Pl seene took place in Rethany, where Mar

{ tha and Vary lived, whieh was the freguen

resort of Cheist, =whither e e gepaned ol
cujoy a season of  pepnee from hia babours ¢
awl gehief from his gricfs, in the syipathy o
such attached and  congenial minds la this
mstanee, however, he wastin the hose of Sonon
the leper—a cirtomstancs i itV significan
Chrrat had probadly cured ths an of s leprosy,
and mogevefal retaen for thisc aet, Simon had,
perhaps, Liequently hefore catestamed  Chirist as
e table, or was pow in the aect of catermin-
g han Thow whom Chaa heals =whom
hes enpes sparitoally =tecome henecOirth on tenns
of mlmaey, as it werge, with - Cheist comirs
to them, and mahes Dis abode wath thems he
comes in o hem, and sups with them, and ey
wil i ‘Pheee is the compmanion of faith, amd
the mdwelhng of the Holy Ghest. Have vou bee
heved in Christ? "Then vou slionld he willing to
enteetam b, Doee Christ dwell o vour hears
by fanh 2 Do you gecerve Chrisa, and ententain
him, by reeciving hic tnoh, and by cherishing :nd
mviting the visations of s Spint ) Nisa false
Laith i it Joes not tead e this.

B owas enstomary, (awd the eastom sl ahe

wis o do,  Chey had 10 w00 Chast's wotk, aq il
1 was already accomphshed—the Mood of e gin

ston. as bt Wik abready shed—thie pesalty of s,
asaf it was aleady bome—Christ, as 1) he was
alyendy sffered up 2 Vhe womny, 1 thos st
actually auointed his body for the butinl, Ko
seeent was her fanli, that she anticpated thisesem
~—tlss sad and melancholy mie connecsed wal gt

She cimbatmed hun (or the tomb,  So Chnst intes-
prets hies renon, and o probialldy it mast huave heon
meant. Chrst Jind been ancanted before ) and
then 1t wag Moy Magdaleae wha perforined the
act: but it wa< hiz feet only that were theg
anted. Here it < his bead, a0d consequemily
his whole body. At all events, it was beeause b
wax the Saviour that Mary perforined thes aet, Ty
was an act of atlection to . “Phe wee of thee
smtiments was peealiatly geateful o the Bast § and.
1t waz very common amony those who were able,
e anlilize an thie laxury,  1ewaeatinehmen, then,
w the Saciour that prompied this net, Ilie onn

went wag very precions, There was a0 L
quantty of it.  Wthe meident recorded i thye )24
chapter of John, be the same as thns (which rame
suppese), it wasa pound of spikenard ; and, -
corging to Judas’s question, it wight bave been
sold for three hundred penee, winel, jn our money,
wanld be above £9 stetling (L9 134 9d.)  The
vilue of i, however, was notlang when it way foy
the Saviour.  Mary believed i Clinst. She, by
thie e, confesed him.  She thus exliibited lieg

vamey m Eastern coniriers, a1 feats o repaae, § futhe ltwas acifslie had said: o Lo, Thoehese
lor sirangers oF visitars 1o come in during ahe P At thow art the Chrict, the Son of the g

progress of alie tepast, and, seanng themselves
at the side of the apartment, 10 enter into
convepsation with the Tamily or goests at .
Bble.  An incident of ahis Kind i+ noticed
seconnt of < he Mission 10 the Jews,™ aml the
writer of that narmiive refers to it s illustraing
the mewdent hiere reeorded. At easter tables they
tooh ther fondd in a reclining postare. When
Sanon and Christ were at neat, prabably Masy
carered, She would fint seat herwedf at ahe side
of the room, and, having prepaged her alabaster
box of mntiment, she would step furward aud ponr
the aintment on Christ's head

Now, muk whar was eontained in thisaci. I
was wn eapresdon of faitk, Mary belicved thit
Chnst wag the Savionr, elee she wonld uot have
done thie. 11 was 1o the Savionr that she did ot
She believed  hin as her Saviour. She was

Gl There was sometling appropreate m the
act—for Christ was * the anomnted” of God. We
can conccive her dwelling upon the characteristic
of Chirist, as the anointed of God, 1ill hee futh and
her love so -wronght in her, that she perfonmed
thiz symbolieal action. ** Thou art the anmated
ol the Lord : T believe that thou ant < the Chiise®
Thow are my Savienr—ny Lord and my God.”
s wae faith,  Mary alieady saw Chtist's blood
clransing away her sns, She already tnwted
thee eflicacy of his atonement,  She had indisuner
wleas, perhajs, abont lis death; but she knew
ennagh n trtet gt Jorsalvation, Tt was imnaed
urhistnetly n her niind ; but these it was; and e
wita to die for Aer aine.

The act was also an expicsion of e, Tone
10 Chos presapposes fith,  She loved Chitist be-
cause the believed in himas her Saviour  Itwas



