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ihs ineteen pétitions it was statcd. Ilthat tliere eaul Le ne churelh
witilout bisheps ; tliat without bisbops there can be no presbyters,
and ce usequently ne consécratien et' the Lord's Supper; thiat a bisli-
op lias a character that cannot be eoinmunicated but by a bishop;

Iaud that the churchlihad been govcrned by bishops for fiftecil lituudrcd
years." 'flic taching of one lîundrcd thousand naines eof freeliolders

t uclidpéitin,;p l prove tliat the heost eeuutryiuen actcd tee

Loud couiplaints wcre miade to parliatitent eof unfair ineatîs oë oL.
taining iîamcs to pétitions. Thli Paritans are said te have drafted a
pétition for remiedying sone palpable grievances, wvilîi obtaiued

tosnds of naines to it, and aftcrwards eut off tlîc naines and pre-
fixed another pétition te tlîein praying for, a destruction of the hie-
rareiiy. This is affirmed by Lord Clarenidon, vol. 1. p. ffl. But
Le this as it inay, wlieu the flouse eof Gemmiions appoirited a commit-
tee to examine jute these niatters, se inan'y faults of this k-ind appear-
cd on both sides, that the affair was dropped.

Tfli parlianieut resolved Il that whesoever w-ould net swear te sup-
port their liberties and the Protestant religion, was unfit te bear

ioffice in tlie churcli or comminonwealth.11
That the Puritans, aftcrwards callcd the .Presbytrians, did net

Iat first think et' contending fer presbyteries, or iiudecd for presby-
terial, eliarchi goveruinent, is évident frein the plan of clircli gev-
erniîct wliich thîey proposced te this parliainent for their ratification,
at an early period of its session. -This plan was pretty simiilar te

1Archbisliop Uslicr's. Tfli outlies et' thiiS plan wcre as follows
lsk, I- chtvery shire (or ceunty> shenld be a distinct diocese or

lchurch. I
2nd. 1-Tliat in every shîirc or chuicli tivcivc or more able divines

fshould be appointed in the nature of an old primitive constant prés-

btr." '-That over cvcry presbytery tliere shiould be n president, lot

1dmn Le ealled bislîop, or overseer, or moderator, or s,.iierinte-ident.
Or by any othier naie, providcd thîcre be eue in every couinty for the
governnient and direction et' the presbytcry, ini tlîe matu're of the
speaker et' the flouse of Gommions, or Clîairiiuan of a coniiîuittee.",

Accordi*ngly it was resolved, July lOtb, 1640, Il that cclcsiastical
power for tlîc goveraneut of thé chîurclîb Lecxcri ed by commîissioni-
ers.IJuly 31. "iResolved; that the iinihers of every county briug
in tlîe naines of nine persons te Le ecelsiiqticail commiiissieners, on
wlioni the power et' church geverumient shall be devolved. but that rne
clergyman be et' tlîo commission." Thîis Rlhcws tlîat the Puritans of
those tiînes did net intend tlîe presbytcriau geverinacut, but only a

ireduction et' episcopacy te a more imodejate standard.
Thle parliameut wiiling te referm faster and farther thian the king,

and te linîit and circuinscribe tlîe preregative bcyond the desires eof
the ing and bishop<;, beeaine obuoxieus te tlîe king's dispîcasure, and
finally the king left his palace and retired te York ; and bis qucen, a
bold and resolute Gathihi, laving absolute dominion ever Lirn, toý
gether with seme et' the Ernglish bisheps a-ad inembers cf the court,
dreve the king jute a war against lus ewn parliamient ; se that tlîe
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