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tal>Ies showing ho"' our slîipping is
increasing or diniish ing, as com-

l)ared ivith that of other nations or
cities ; or attempts are made to show
hio%' in this country or inii tat our
inanufacturers andi merchants are
gaining or losing groumd. Even our
political cornlinations are affected
hy the self saie spirit, and parties
and candidates are accepted or re-
jcctcd according to their views on
trade questions affecting their con-
stituenCy. In private life the saine
spirit is dispiayed. W~e miust live in
the saine style and ape ail the nove]-
ties introduced by those wvhorn we.
consider to be our equais. Foolishi
extravagYances are thus caused, and
înany hours of care and worry are
ini store for us, accomnpanied by se-
vcre sufferirg on the part of our
fanîllies and ouir dependents. This
vain striving creates nîost of our so-
cial evils. Bargain huniitiig is the
inevi tai)le resuit, ai-d II sweating-,,"
with ail its attendant hiorrors, is cre-
ated to crush the life out of hlless
fellow-beings who have to Say, ", mvl
povcrty but flot îny w~ill consents."1
In ilhis acre of inaterial comfort no
ex.cuse can be found for the grinding
down of the honest poer. Th is
wouid indecd bc a happy world if
j)rofessing Christians obeyed the
grent la"' of self-sa.-crifice. Is it a
mlere dreani to trust thiat a tinie wvill
corne %%-len greater eznphasis w~ill be
laid oii the practical ftilfihnient of the
law of love and Iess stress on the
empty parade of the religion 'w'iose
aniniating prir.cilile it is supposed to
tje ?

No thioughitftl niind ean suppose
that things will reinain long as they-
at present exist. 'l'lie tiis are out
of joint, for we stand betwveeni the
old and the new. 'Plie oid is break-
inig 111. Th i ew is as yet unfor;ned.
'l'lie result is chaos. A Bal of
souinds echo arouind us. Men turn
into devious and obscure pathways
iin thc hope cl'at somewhiere theyw~il
flnd rest. In this life hope always
flutters betiveen thie diîn w~ave and
the ský, and even in nman's extrcrnity
we knoîv and feel assured that out
of the tdrînoi. and strif e order wvill
one day arise. l'le spiriz of God
ivill brood again over Uhc waters aîîd
the lighit %vill be divided from the
darkniess.

In sonie of tue weekly journals
receîîtiy reccived froni Britain there
seis to be raginig a conti-ovcrsy as
to w'hether w'ritten or exteinporc ser-
mions have Uhc nîost effect ii leading
meni to higlier things. Arguminents
pro and con have been advanced on
both sides, and yet thc question
seenîs liard to settle. In Scofland
not so iery long ago Uhe mnan iviho
ventured to look even at a scrap of
pal>er in the pulpit w~ould have been
considcred wvorse than a heathier
mi and a publican, but a change
seens to hiave taken place ini the
mîinds of the people, and many of
tic ceiei)rated preacliers, îvhio draw
large audiences, use the Ilpaper"'
withiout any let or hindrance on the

part of their hiearers. Certainly it
stands to reason that of ail tic ser-
mnons preachcd froni our pulpits on


