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I F[NiD the saints arc yet in l3abylen. Many, very many arc conscl-
eus of it, and arc desireus of ceniing out of lier that thecy may net par-
take of lier plagues. But thcy arc beset wîith diflicultics. Tliey have
lest net the copies oft'he law of tlieir King, as did their types, the Jews,
in the literai Babylen; but thcy have lest the sense, or rather have been
preached eut of the sense of the law, and inany arc even preaclied eut of
their ceînmen sense. They are sensible cf this. But this is net ail.
Thiere are tee many Sanballats and Tebialis, and tee fcwNccih
and Ezras. The captives, tee, are se mucli attached te the chiains thiat
bui.. them, and se muc el vddcd te the nianners of thc Babylenians,
tlieir captivators, that the, arc, in n'any instances, univilling te liazard
the dang-ers and te enceunter tic repreaches incident te an attcmlpt te,
rcturn te Jcrusalemr. 1 labeur incc*ssantly te cenvince and te persuade
the peeple whe fear Ged, beth eut cf the laiv, prepliets, psalmis, ana
apostolie wvritings, that sucli are tlicir character and circumstances, and
te induce them, te return. It happens in this case as it did %vhen the
grospel wvas first promulgated-senie believe the tliing-s tlîat arc speken,
and soine believe titein net. The nurnber of believers is, indeed, very
censiderable. But iviien tley think cf repairing the breaches and re-
building the temple, seme Sanballat says, "1Will they revive the stenes
eut of the heaps cf the rubil h~ich are burincd?" And, te seandalize
tliein, semne Tcbiah adds Iiis scoif, saying, IlEven that which they
build, if a fox ge up, lie shail even break dewn tlîeir stene wvall!" I-Iw-
ever, many cf the peeple Ilhave a mind te wcrk,"' and the wall -,vill bie
reared. Ont cf Babylen they wil-they must, cerne; fer the incuthl of
the Lerd liath spoken it. And bheuld wve neyer sec the day, we iwill <lie
ia the full assurance cf faithi that the saints iiil beparate theinsclves
f'rem the strangers; and reneunce allegiance te tlieir speilers and cap-
tivaters. Many cf these friendly te a return, are attenxpting te persuade
their cemmunities te arise in the mass and te mardi in ene plialanx, and
:fatter thernselves tint they inay sueeeed. Hewever mueli ie do desire
sueh an event, ive cannet rcasenably expeet it. fer suci an event nover
happenied. Ne cemmunity, either plitical er religieus, ever ivas re-
fermed in the mass. Ne peeple ever, at enee, returned frcm. any apes-
taey. Even whien Ged's typical people were brou-lit back eut cf Baby-
Ien, cf the wliele nation but ferty twve theusand three hundred and sixty
at first returned.

1 have been intcrrogated, en the subjezt of a inodel, or a precedent fer
the resteratien of the ancient erdèr cf tliings. Seme seem tethink tha tthe
New Testament ought te flurnish an example cf the sert, cf seme dirc-
tiens for tic accemplisirnent cf an ebjeet se impertant. It dees, indeed,
in senie bense, though flot in the way whieh semne desire. It teaches us


