
Vhe Voice of ihie Prophclq.

1. is posieril!! ias Io becomne nii»eîros. Il1 is rnother, beinrf
an Egyptian worû-in, - Took him a wife out of the land 0of
Egypt." I-le becarnie the father of twelve sors-one by the
name of Nebnjothi, and another by the name of Jetur, or Itur.
Sonie of bis posterity wvere called Hagarenes, after the narne of
bis mother, and others were caiied iNabethoenns, aller bis soli
Nebajoth, wvhile others received the name of Iturçans from bis
son Itur. 'Ne also renad of le the children of Kedar," who,
clerived their narie from another son of lshmael, and of the
"l ents of Kýedar," as also of the Il princes of Kedar." He liid
another son whose rinme was Tema, and we read of the " «troops
et Tema," and the "eland of Tema." Thus was ho multiplied la
his early descendants. He was so rnultiplied in bis son Kiedar,
that bis posterity, were subsequently divided into two different
principalities, and hience we have Ilthe princes or Kýedar."-
TVhe Arabs bonst of being descendants frorn Islnnael ; and his-
tory, universal tradition; their language, and the fact that tliey
preserved circumcision, as an original rite wYhichi thcy dn-rived
from hiMý for many ages, confirm tAie truth of their claims as to
descent. These pec-ple are very numerous nt the present time.
Thus the prediction of a nuinerous posterity bas received a lite-
ral accompiishment.

'2. Hle wvas Io Il beget ielve princes." This was literally ne-
complished. "lThese are the sons of Ishmael, and these are
their narnes, by tiieir towns, and hy their casties-tvelve prin-
ces according to their nations," or tribes. (Gen. xxv. 16.)> 0f
the Arabian tribes and tbeir phylarks, [rulers of tribesj Strabo,
and other wniters frequently srac-tk.

3. He ivas Io be a grecal na&tion. A nation may be numerous
without being great. Thiis, however, wvas flot the case with
those people. They were flot only a nuirierous people, but a
great nation also. Tbey were se great tha'.t even Cyrus and
the Persians were unable to reduce them to the condition of sub-
jeets, if Herodotus ca hc credited ; and be, of ail the histori-
afls) had the, best opportunity of knowing. (Ulerod. 1. 3, § 88.)
He also testifies that although Phoenieia, Palestine, and Syria,
were subjected to taxatioen or tribute, yet the .Arabs remaitied
free. (Ibid. § 91.)

4. Il He ivill be a iild m)aiz." Ishmael bimself I" dwolt irn
the wiiderness and became an archer," (Gen. ,xxi. 21,) and every
mnan who linows any thing of bis posterity, knows it is.equally
true of tben. Jsaiahi speaks of the "larchers, the inighty men of
the chiIdren of Kedar." (xxi. 17.) In thie wandering tribes of
the Arabs, we bave the wildness of 1shmael portrayed. But it
if, farthcr declared,

5.T/ti he twozld bc hosie-" his hand toil1 be againsi crer
inan." The descendants of Iliniael stili preserve this trait of lisý

chiaracter. They are pluaderers by profession. Tley are a


