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O1 scenes sîîrpassing fiable, etrîd yct. truc,
Scenes of aecoiliplîslhed bILss 1 lybiclu wlio clin

sec,
Tlîoîgli but i n distant prosQpect, and not feet
flis soeil refreslied witli fbretastof aflic joy?
lZivcrs of glidness wvater a11ic e arili,

And lote al cimeslu cuîty.'l'lie rejuroacli
Of barrenuîus.s is past.; the I*tidtflul fueld
Loughis wauth abuuidatuce; alld tlic landone

bean,
Or fertile o11ly lin its own liqgrsucc,
Extiis ta sec is tlîistly irýe rej)ilcd.
l'le variouq scasouis,%îaven iii oîîc
And tliat cie teastîn an eternl kspriag."1
"Q1e sang eniflays aIl nations :u d ail cry,
1forthy the 1;~ii ftir le ic<zs shiiitfoer lis!1

Vierc the tlironie of God anid of the L.imb
is,-%vlhcre Ris servants Serve lIim,-1VIcra
îlîcy sec lus fice,-where lis name is ta.
thir forehieas,-thiere is no room for the
<:ua8 x or any of the cousequoxîces of sin.

UNITED PRAYER.
Ftvc yenrs a<o a Presbytriau± minister

in the tov.a of Lodiana, Northi India, issued
an appeal ta the Chiristian world for United
prayer on the first iwcek of the year. The
prôposal met vith a universal and most cor-
dial responsc. Men afevcry kindred, tanguec,
and natton, fron the lonely islauds of the
Pacifie to the great and busy cities of iu-
rope and Arnerical, uuitedl for one 'ueck, in
couifesstng common sin anid imploring com-
nion blessiiîgs. Cliristiiîns met on common
ground nt the footstool of God. Dclightful
eommu5 ion was eiîjoyed by thosé who sel-
dom met before---even the communion of
saints in the love tind service of the oee
blessed ]Redecuier. Barriers of cola selflslî-
nees were swept a1we'. Love scizcd the
sceptre, and swaiyed it benignly over Pro tes-,
tant Christendoîn. e

Ycar by year, ever since, ail evangehical
cbri.stians have joiucd ia public and private
prayer duriing the first weck of the year.
1864 has becui thusýiiiauguratcd; ansd at no
prevtous period %werc the meetings better at-
tended or more profoundly interesting te ail
Who love the Lord Jesus Christ. Now in
oue church, now in another; now in public
Halls, christian miuisters and laymen met
and prayed and sang God's praises, read Ilis
word snd preaehced the blcssed. Gospýel or
,Uisiecd to its graious invitations.

Not in cihies and towns nione, buît in rural
districts have these mecetings becii licld and
the same broad, brighit feaîurcs eliaracterize
tliem everywlicre. G'od lins benritolirbry-
ers 1 A spirit of unity anud of fervent sup-
plication lins beeui pourcd ont upon the
cluurches. Tlie Presbyterinn Clitirehies of
linlifax have licld a serles oftUiiiîcd Prayer
Meetings anioxîg theitselvcs after flic close
of flic Wcck of Pratyer. Tiiese have been
peeuiliarlyCteliglitful. ~iiscs fieler
ers and merabers of the five ]?resbytcrien
congrcgatioîis have taken part ini tlhemi; and
evcrj succecding assemblage sccmcd more
euleranly attractive thrîi tlic otiier.

It i8 notorious tlîat in sonue b)ranches of
the Protestant Cliurch, liecsy is comting in
like a flood, anid threateliiagr even the fou».
dations of the faith. Men lîighi ln ofilic and
of grcat influence are forsîîkiîig the only
foundation and following tlic coneits of
of an's wisdomn; and thuis multitudes are
scandalizcd and led ,istray. In thiese crit-
cal tintés, how significant, how emiîîently
appropriatea wicî~k of univcrzal,unitcd I)ray-
cr % Whcn the Encmny 'îustcrs lus fortes
in hattie array and, led by desertcrs froni
the Lord's camp, thîreatexîs to assault; th*
strong bulwarks of Zion, lîow cheering the.
tliought tlîat the Lord's armi 15 not shiorîcît-
ed-that the gifts of Bis Spirit are mot stint-
ed-tiat R1e iii testifvirug for limself, where-
ever two or thrce arc gatlîered in Mis name L-
A praying clîurch is a strong ehureh; it
will of necccssity bc sound in doctrine and
active in the discharge of dluty. No doubt
our own congregations bave generally en-
gaged in special prayer during the first week
of last month. It wvas weil tdais ta com-
mence the New-Yenr: buit, flrethren, relin-
quish fot tlîeholy struggle! 'rAy witiot
ccasng. Let this ho a îair ofprayer, and
a year of work. So mtch nearer thiecom-
ing of our Lord than ever before, or than
any of thue generatians that have laboîurod
andpraycd heforeus,-let us also bc somuch
the more carneat ïn prcparing to rneet lm;
for in such an heur as we think net R1e
cometh!
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