
b)y considerable lay rnajoritics, but refuised,
beesuse the clergy are ilot eqnally in favor
of thiem. Either tlîey ovili ease ta attend
meetings whlere they meet %vith stxch tirent-
ment, or tlîeyvi"41 insist that tîteir voire
bhai hiave mure auelîority. lu cither case
ilieV v ill weakcn tlîe Episcopal element,
and re(luce the bishop nearer to the position
of Jolin ICuox's suiperintcndent-a very
Useful fiulictionary, tliac it mighet sometimes
Le well to revive.

PIresbytcrianismn from the first rccagiiized
the riglits of the Christian people. To bc
suire in somfe countries tîte systein was per-
verted anid seriously dama-ed by -Lay
Patronage" and other dcv ices ; but truc aid
free chairches always cojicede eheir full
rights ta the people.

l2rebhyteriaiin, says aur contemporarY,
is remtaikably wcll ittdaîî>ted fur wvorking out
tht principle of the 1 aniversal priesthood,>
or mniy nieritbers in one body.

It lins uts ordaiined ministry, but flot its
single ministers. Ruling: eiders and dea-
tois are furiîlly ardnincd ta olleû likcwisc.
And aruund this centratl group it lu eîîsy to
bave rcvoiving an almost nuniberless band
of Sutnday scliaol. teachiers, lielpers at
chilcren's charries, district visitai-s, rol-
leetors for sundry abjects, helpers ne me-
ihiers' nmeeting, and 4t; Dorcas meetîigs,
young nien's asoociations, fellowship asso-
ciations, psaînody associations, singing
chairs, *and ait the other institutions that
are te bc fouind ia an active congregation.
Tiiere is hnrdly a difliculey or a question
about the proper places of any of these.
Nay, a congregation elîrougli suitable
agents, mnay underrake mission work, and
mission meetings, and mmy tind a suitable
ehanuel for tie service of members giftcd
wîtlt more tian tibc ordinary powver of
spech andci apacity af exhorting. le is
plain that any Chureh tint; cannot readily
previde for t lie use of the talents andl graces
Ofîits must carnest meînbers is in an ttufa-
vocable pobition in tlîcse times. Whence
tomes P.lymouth Brcthirenism ia its more
aggressiUe furmn but from the want of
bphere for tic activities of chut-ch mnembera
welt have been powverlully moved ta svork
in Ilie iiîtoyardl The Chu-ch of Rame
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fouind scopo for the energies of its most
active spirits in the varions religious orders,
and txndoubtcdly the more gushing souls in
any Church wilt go off sonicwliere if pro-
vision bC flot inade for using their energics
within its pale. If Prcsbytcrianism were
fuilly devclopcd in this direction wve she-ild
flot find our home mission work liaif sQ
arduiots. In pas cages Presbyterian ism lins
bpen allowved to a large degree ta languish
iii this respect. The developnient of this
truth in tcory and in practice is one of the
crying dcmands of our time.

Tlhe prospects of Presbyterli'nism wiithin
the bouinds of our own Synod wvould bc,
vastly improved if ail the talent in ail our
congregations could be put to use. Let
l>resb.ý tories and Sessions tara their atten-
tion seriously to this-espeeially wvhere the
field is vcry %vide and spirituially destitute.

Let us endeavour to hiave these twro
things, uuthority and freedom. A central
authority, a backbone, a pillar to prevent
t1iingta from drifting aivay into more Breth-
renisiai; and, at the saine time, sufficient
scope for the active energies of men wlîo
desire to serve the Lord according to the
best conceptions they can formn of liow the
Lord desires them ta, serve him. The idez
of 1'resbyterianism ineludes both of these.
things. and therefore, wvhen dixly worked,
titis system. is susceptible of having con-
nectcd with it the highest strength of spirit-
ual activiy-the fervor and lire of the
decpest earncstness.

God bas commritted ta us in our measure
a very precious cause. Let it flot suifer
through our blindriess, unfaithfulness and.
lietleacss of heart.

Prcsbyeerianism is naw making itself
powerfully teit iu other systems. The
Episcapal Churches, for exaniple, very oftent
admit "Lay flelegates" ta their Synods.
They do nat give the laity their rightful
place, but they appear ta be moving in the
riglie direction. Ia most of the Methodist
bodies there lias been a great charnge eifect-
cd oithin a fer years ; and la some the
change is now going forwvard. The place
of the people is being recognized virtually
as in the Preshyterian Churches. Thus
besitles the progress made by our owu.


