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by considerable lny muajoritics, but refused,
because the clergy are not equally in favor
ot them. Either they will cease to attend
meetings where they meet with such treat-
ment, or they will insist that their voice
shall have more authority. In either case
they will weaken the Episcopal element,
and reduce the bishop nearer to the position
of John Knox’s superintendent—a very
useful functionary, that it mighs sometimes
Le well to revive.

Presbyterianism from the first recognized
the rights of the Christian people. To be
sure in some countries the system was per-
verted and seriously damaged by * Lay
Patronage” and other devices ; but true and
free churches always concede their full
rights to the people.

Preshyterianism, says our contemporary,
is remarkably well adapted fur working out
the principle of the ‘universal priesthood,’
or many members in one body.

It has its crdained ministry, but not its
single ministers. Ruling elders and dea-
wns are formally ordained to office likewise.
And around this central group it is easy to
have revolving an almost numberless band
of Sunday school teachers, helpers at
children’s churches, district visitors, col-
lectors for sundry objects, helpers at mo-
thers' meeting, and at Dorcas meetings,
young men’s associations, fellowship asso-
cisons, psuimody associations, singing
thoirs, “and all the other institutions that
areto be found in an active congregation.
There is hardly a difficulty or a question
§ shout the proper places of any of these.
Ney, a congregation through suitable
agents, may undertake mission work, and
nission meetings, and may find a suitable
chenoel for the service of members gified
with more than the ordinary power of
g seech and capacity of exhorting. It is
B phin that any Church that cannot readily
provide for the use of the talents and graces
B ofits most carnest members is in an anfa-
e vorsble position in these times. Whence
wmes Plymouth Brethrenism in its more
deressive form  but from the want of
sphere for the activities of church members
“ho have been powerfully moved to work
in the vineyard? The Church of Rome

found scope for the ecnergies of its most
active spirits in the various religious orders,
and undoubtedly the mere gushing souls in
any Church will go off somewhere if pro-
vision be not made for using their energies
within its pale. If Presbyterianism were
fully developed in this direction we should
not find our home mission work half so
arduous. In past ages Presbyterianism has
been allowed to a large degree to languish
in this respect. The development of this
truth in theory and in practice is onc of the
crying demands of our time.

The prospects of Presbyterianism within
the bounds of our own Synod would be
vastly improved if all the talent in all our
congregations could be put to use. Let
Presby teries and Sessions turn their atten-
tion seriously to this—especially where the
field is very wide and spiritually destitute.

Let us endeavour to have these two
things, authority and freedom. A central
authority, a buckbone, & pillar to prevent
things from drifting away into mere Breth-
renism ; and, at the same time, sufficient
scope for the active energics of men who
desire to serve the Lord according to the
best conceptions they can form of how the
Lord desires them to serve him. The idea
of Presbyterianism includes both of these
things. and therefore, when duly worked,.
this system is susceptible of having con-
nected with it the highest strength of spirit-
ual activity~the fervor and fire of the
deepest earnestness.

God has committed to us in our measure
a very precious cause. Let it not suffer
through our blindness, uufaithfulness and.
littleness of heart.

Presbyterianism is now making itself
powerfully telt in other systems. The
Episcopal Churches, for example, very often
admit “Lay Delegates” to their Synods.
They duv not give the laity their rightful
place, but they appear to be moving in the
right direction. In most of the Methodist
bodies there has been a great change effect-
ed within & few years; and in some the
change is now going forward. Tho place
of the people is being recognized virtually
as in the Presbyterian Churches. Thus
besides the progress made by oar own.



