B.C. MINING CRITIC.

5

FIRE MOUNTAIN.

At & meeting of the difectors of the
Flre Mountain Gold Mining Company,
Limited Liability, held at the comn-
pany's oftice in this City, on Nov. 1st, |
Mre. J. M. Mackinnon was clected a
director and Vice-President in place
of Mr. J. W. Girvin, resigned.

Under continued and steady develop-
ment this mine is looking so well that
it was decided to withdraw all the
shares trom the market for the pres-
ent, and it is not at ail probable that
tho shares will be again offered
to the public under par.

The following report has been re-
ceived from Mr. J. R, Brown, Managiig
Director of the Company:

Fire Mountain, B. C.,
October 1st, 1897.
To the President and Directors of the
Fire Mountain Gold Mining Com-
paay, Limited Liability, Vancou-
ver, B. C.

Gentlomen,~In rceordance with your
request, 1 beg to submit a short
description of the Money Spinner
group of mines and lh- other assets,
the property of the Fire Mountain
Gold Mining Compan:, Limited Lia-
Lility.

The mining claims of the company
consist of the Money Spinner, Nep-
tune, Free Gold, Midas, Princess and
Star, and the fractions known as Nep-
tune, Midas, Wonderful, Princess,
King and Mill fractions, on which lat-
ter the mill of the company is located.
The total aren is about 360 acres. The
surveys are now completed, and the
recessary steps for sceuring a Crown
Grant of the majority of these piop-
erties will be taken.

With the exception of the Star min-
eral claim, the mineral property of the
company is in a solid block, and the
surface indications polnt to the exis-
tence of several strong lodes, most of
which, from the surface showing, will
eventitally make good paying propes-

. ties.

On the Money Spinner, the surface
showing of the very strong ledge—
which {s from 6 to 10 feet in width—is
rematkable, and catries high values in
an essentially free milling condition.
The development of this property has
so far justified the expectations of the
company, and has continued with
depth to give good results, retaining
sts free miling character with greater
width, and has & very even value. The
development so far is an adit level
wunning on the vein, which is now in
over 140 fect, while a chamber has been
cut at 76 feet and winze started, which
is now down 35 feet, and running on
the vein, which is at this point 5 feet
wide. The work is progressing by night
and day shift, and every foot so far
shows & strong true fissure vein, with
constant increasc in strength and
vatlue. Previous to the starting of this
development work, ‘and before auy
great eéxpenditure had been made by
the company. great pains were taken
to stfip’ the vein on the surface, and
with -success, as can be seeh’ by the
exposure of the vein In the many open’
cuts along. its surface; In places, &s
already mentioned, the vein 30 ¢x-
posed is never less than € and more
ofi..f 10 teet in width: again, in many
of these cuts:free.gold ¢can plainly he
scen; sometimes there is a' capping of
quartzite qver the vein, which, how-
ever, 18 edsily rehioved; exposing the
same FER chidragtet Of quarts beneath;
the VIR 'has {n ‘this’ way been éx
posed:fot " Abodt 1,000 feet; “although -

tance.  Sufliclent of this work, how-
ever, has heen dane to Justify us in the
crection of the miill, a description of
which 1T give below.

At the polnt at whteh the adic leve!

yang i on the vein, the mwountain has
an angle of about H0 degrees. the dip
of the vein (which  has a norithiast
course), is about 60 degrees. ‘The vein
has o srong clny gouge on each wall,
amt In places shows considerable dise-
turbance. hut so far no great dluplace-
ment, while the ore s remarkably
clean. Constant tests of the deihings
never fail to snow colors, and often in
constderable quantity.

As I mentloned Uefore, the surface
cshowings on the remaining propertics
of the eompany are such as to justify
the expectations that eveantually de-
velopment wilt peove up other mines
on the property of puod  value, byt
showing in many cases that the high
cold values are carvied In the copper,
and are not cntively frec wmilling. A
property of this size, however, canunot
be thorotgh!y prospected in the short
time we have haad at our dispusal; we
have concentratet our efforts on the
Money Spintey claim and the mil for
handling (= output, It most, however,
he Liorne in mind that, unaided by the
Provincial Goveorameoent, we have been
olitized to build a wharf for hanlling
our freizht; and to construct 16 mil-s
of a puck road, on which we had to
build 2 number of hridges, opening up
a very extensive mining country. This
road is now heine used by mwany others
wiio have laeated cory promising prep-
erties, both free milling and often velny
carrying azurite and bornite ores, in-
cluding a very good grade of copper
and lead sulphurets, which have hately
hean disrovered; in fact the whoie dis-
trict seems to be o net work of in-
trusive serpentine dyles carrying high
old values, either fres or in contbina-
tion with ecopper, principatly.  In the
middie belt of the mountain, however,
where Is situated the Money Spinnet
aroup, trachyte, porphyry and phono-
tite have intrwded themsclves through
the ariginal sedimentary country rocks,
conecaling the latter or altering it al-
most heyond recozgnitian by metamaor-
phic action, T think the meologist will
find this auite an interesting ficld.

The mill of the Fire Mountain Gold
Mining Company, now under construce-
tion, will be finishied this Fali. Tt is
situated in an air Mne oune half mile
trom the tunnel of the Moprey Spinner,
and will be connected witir it by an
aerial tramwey now on the ground.
The plant of the mill consists of one
G-foot improved Huntington miil: two
large Frue vanners: one holler and
engine, 20-horse power: one Pelton
wheel, with 300 feot fazll. eapacity 30-
horse power, which can he inereased to
double that capacity by the addition
of another wheel below: one saw miil,
capacity 10,000 feat per diem; one Ll
lion and retort furnace: the necessary
coprer plates, ore croshers, ore bhins,
terminals, tracks, ote., and 15 capible
of handling 20 tons per day of Spinner
rock. The mill is so constructed that
it ¢:n casily be Increased in capacity
by stamps or additiona! Huntingtons
at a very small extra cost, the power
being avallable. The usual men's quar-
ters. ofices, cte., are crected, and near-
1y 30 pack horges are steadily working
in the transpottation of the machinery
from -the townsite to the mill. The
mwanagement has -every expectation
that ‘before Wintes® fairly sets in, the

-t Wil -be Tunning ddy and night’ fn
sorderto keep ‘up with the output of the

tracaaklie for & very much longer dis-

mine, which, by Qevelopment alone,

t

outcrop, Lheavily niineratiged;  trace-.

has atready put 600 tons of good milling
ore on the dump and several thousand
tons in sight.

TThe Star mineral ctaim (the only
cne belonging to  the company not
crouped with the others) is sltuated at
the east ond of Fire Tuake at its outlet,
and has a very strong vein of gold
gtz exposed in places, but so fav
vndeveloped. This claim s located at
w point where Iire Lake constantly
¢ischarges Into Fire Creek at all sea-
suns some 10,000 Inches of water with
untimited head. I’robably, in the near
tuture, this water on the Star mincral
claim may., as the many promising
prospects of the district are developed
J.ito mines, furnish power to work
them all, and, apart from its very
ptemising wmineral valve, be of value
tor this and as a futvre townsite.

'he real estate of the Fire Mountain
Cold Mining Cowmpany, Limited Lia-
bility, consists of the townsite of “Tip-
sia” and ndjoining Jands (about 400
acres), sitnated at the head of Har-
t:son L.ake, and connected by a good
pack trall with the company's mines,
seme 16 miles inland. The townsite of
Tipella has great natural advantages,
rot only from its position at the head
of navigable waters, but also from the
fact of Its being the c¢nly all-the-year-
round point for boats, and will even-
tually command all the trade. not only
of the Fire Mountain district, but of
all the very prowmising miningr country
lvinz southeast of the Lillovet coun-
11y, and from the town of Lillooet, and
13 about 188 miles shorter to the coant
than by other routes.

‘Phe importance of Tipella as a town-
site was appreciated as early as 1839,
when the Royal Engineers., in o map
made for the War Office, marked this
yoint on thelr map as 2 desirable site
for a town. Considerable clearing and
orading has been done by the com-
pany. and a Jarge wharf has been con-
«tructed. So for the company have not
considered it advisable to push the sale
of lots, deeming it hetter to let the
town have o natural growth. A gen-
oral stare. livery stable, boarding
Louse. stare houses and u few small
housges comprise the present building
improvements, The townsite i provid-
¢d by nature with the best of water in
unlimited quantities, both for power
and domeslic purposes, and is well
situnted for draining. belng very high
and dry. The company's steamer, the
City of ‘lipelia, makes daily trips,
carrying the mails between the Har-
rison liot Springs and Tipella, the dis-
tance bheing 40 miles.

Trusting that this report will be sat-
isfactory in the information given,

I remain, yours truly,
JOHN R. RROWN,

AManaging Director,
Fire Mountain Gold Mining Company,
Limited ,Liability.

AN EXPERT’S VIEWS,

Continuing his remarks on upper
country mine centres, in part publish-
cd in last week's issue, Mr. T. H.
Fraser speaks of

HALCON HOT SPRINGS.

on the western side of Arrow Lake,
where o trail of six miles has been
made, Pringston creek being- half - way.
Three inlles from Pringston. créek &

. valuable mineral belt was -discovered

some time since, consisting of a-huge



