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-and harping symphonies," -the choiring of the cherubim. and
,seraphim, and the song of the redeemed in the presence of God.,
Anon the scene is darkcened by the shades of endless gloom, is
lurid 'wvith the glare of quenchless fire, and awful with the cease-
iess wailing of the lost.

Compared with these lofty themes the suhliniest tragedies of
Greece or Rome and their noblest epics pale- into, Ilfaded spien-
dour wan." What parallel can be drawn between the petty conflict
*arotind thle wa]Is of Troy, or the wianderings of Ulysses, or the
building of a Latin town, and the Fali of mnan, the :Redemption
-of the World, and the Judgment'Day ? What terror of Aschyltis
or Sophocles can shake the soul. like the record of the drowning
,of the world by w'ater, or the vision of its destruction by lire?
What pathos of Euripides' can melt the heart like the tender
story of the Nativity, or the awful tragedy fteCrslTe

ignorant populace of a petty burgb, and the boorish inliabitants
,of the surrounding country, in ýthat ultimate dira thule of the
West where these plays were enacted, had brought ýbefore their
*minds, and doubtless often deeply impressed. upon theix helarts,
bolier lessons and sublimer truths than Piato wvrote or P.indar
.sung, or than were ever taught, by sage or seer in stoa of the
.temples or grove of the Academy. And these-were -no mere poet's
.fancies.ý They were solemn realities and eternal verities to their
uiettered hearers. The. Judgment Day, whose terrors they
behield portrayed, they believed to be at haud-at the very do1or
Through the purifying flaines thbf%'flt.that they themselves m-e
Pass,

"TiII the foui crimes done in thcir days of nature .

'Were burnt d and purged away."

Though there jmayr bave been litfie in this hoinely draina to
reflue the manners or to. cultivate the taste, thiere was inucli to
elevate aud strengthen the chagracter, and to. project; the acts of

.every day- upon the solemn. background of eternity. To sucli
Christian teachings as these do we owe.the grave and God-fe.aring
_Anglo-Saxon manhood of the.heroie past. The outcome of sucli
sacred influences mtty be 4een in. every great work of our litera-
tare,. in every noble actof om~r Iisory-=in our "famiet,"ý «lear,"
À« Macbeth ;" in. our Milton,, Bunyan, -Biumsw; in Cromwell, and
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