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BUILD NOW.

During the past winter everyone was hoping that with 
the approach of spring heavy construction work would 
commence, and with the opening" up of large works busi
ness would brighten, money would circulate more freely, 
and the activity, prosperity and commercial progress of 
the last few years continue. But spring has not brought 
the hoped-for change. Private individuals and many cor
porations cannot secure money and credit necessary for the 
carrying on of new works.

With the decline in the volume of business and the 
dropping off in the number and size of orders the price of 
materials necessary for the carrying on of construction 
work has perceptibly lowered, and a large number of skilled 
workmen are without employment.

It is at such a time as this that Governments and large 
municipal corporations, who can secure money at a favor
able rate, even in periods of depression, should commence 
the construction of necessary public works. For years all 
these public bodies have been contemplating harbor im
provements, the construction of seawalls and wharves, the 
laying of trunk sewers and larger water mains, and the 
erection of bridges and the building of new highways. 
Labor and Material will be cheaper, and thus there will be 
a great saving to the State, but the State will gain in other 
ways. Works that will add to the comfort and health of the 
community will be built, people who, otherwise might be 
charges on charity, receive employment, and channels of 
trade would flow more regularly, much to the advantage 
of our country.

Now is the time to construct those works that a year or 
so ago people thoug'ht of as election schemes and visionary 
improvements.

VENTILATION OF SEWERS.

The ventilation of sewers is a subject that has engaged 
the attention of sanitary engineers for many years, but as 
yet no very satisfactory' method suitable for general use has 
been devised.

Recently the city of Winnipeg has been conducting 
experiments with sewer lamps, but the city engineer does 
not appear to be impressed with the desirability of this 
system for that city.

Sewer gas is constantly forming in the sewers, and it 
is necessary that this gas be mixed with large volumes of 
air and not allowed to penetrate into the houses. This gas 
gathers in the higher reaches of the sewers, and in dis
tricts where the manholes are provided with airtight cov- 
verings forces its way through defective plumbing into the 
houses. In districts where the manhole covers are per
forated the gas escapes at the street level, and in the 
summer season is very objectionable, entering the open 
doors and windows, and carrying with it disease.

Ventilation in sewers that vary in the volume of dis
charge, caused either by the inrush of storm water or the 
uneven flow from factory districts, require ventilation more 
than do those sewers in which the flow is regular. The 
sudden reduction of the space occupied by the gas forces 
it through the traps, and generally interferes with the 
natural ventilation of the sewer.

High, vertical iron pipes have been used for inducing 
ventilation, but these have not proved to be altogether 
satisfactory. The sewer gas. soon corrodes and rusts the 
pipe, and the gas is not always carried clear of the houses. 
The subject is one that will stand further investigation.
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