
.LODG'E DUBS. &,s1
LODGE DUES

PrevieUS ta the Year 1717 il vs
the practice in England for the Ma-
sens te assemble at ainy cenvenient
plaEP for consultation or work, and
by immemorial usaÈe they were ae-
custoined at such assembles te prao-
ti.ce the rites of Magsonry, and te re-
ceive int the Fraternity Brothers sud
fellows. In their conduet thev weré
regtLlated _ soIely bjý the ancient
charges. The Master of the Lodge
vias eleotedi ,pro tempore,- sud bhis
anthority terminated with the dissolu-
tion of the assembly. The Fellow
Crafts at that time eenstituted, the
body of Fraternity, and the principal
objeet of ail assemblies appears te
hiave been for the settiement cf dif.
ficult;is batween Oraftsmen ana te
imabe Masons." 'Doubtiese a great
incentive te attendance upon these
oceasionalassemblies vias the banquet
provided at the cloee of the assembly
at the expense of the newly-made
Masoxis, inlien of a fixed fee, go gen-
etally practiced at the present Urne.

There being at that time ne per-
manent Lodge organizatioii, there
the n neeessity of the members of

th Frsternity contributing to the
formation of a permanent fund. for
charitable or other purpeses. Bacli
Mason, vihen appenledl te for assis-
tance by a needy Brother, contribnted
te bis relief such amount as bis sbility
would permit, or the occasion se8med
te require.

Accordingly, the ola Constitutions
contain ne regulations; fer the pay.
ment of 'dues; but vihen, the Grand
Ledge was fermed, the Oraft volan-
tarily surrendered theirinherent riglit
of assembly, vesting the saine in the
newly-formed body, which immediate-
ly granted warrants of CJonstitution
authorizing the formation of Lodges
ta be permnanently located at the
piaeà designated therein.

With the erganizat-.on of a permian-
ent Ledga. arôse the neeessity for pro-
viding ia funld for ils MintenUce;
and a3 ai the mùmbers- were. equally

interestedl in its support it appeatea
but justthat ail should be equaily as-
sessed -for that purpese; and thug
arose the ayalem of Lodge dues, -wbieh
at the preseni time ig univetsally pre-
valent.-London Freemason.

MMEUL rlo2=.
IT iS said thaï the lateat saaisties,

give the number ef Masonie Lodges
in the world 188,032, wilh a mem-
bership of 14,160,542.

A LODGE Di~ A& ROMAN CÂrneI.
OuMPEL.-The Keystone says ciBro.
James H. Neilsen, of Dublin, has a
c.rflfecopy of th* cmnt!y ini the min-
utzs of Lodgo No. 60, of Ennis, Ira-
l=&d; of the Lodge hiaving, on St.
John's %7y, June 24, 1800, attendedl
tho Roman Catholie Chanel of Ennis,
ana heDa ri cermn oi =%hé Be. Dr.
MoDonagh, the parish priest, who,
aft erwards dined wulh the brelbren of
the Loagô. This is quite unique."

Ti= Masomic Chranicle speaks from
experience, as vieil au ta thes point, lu
lthieving-'hr îs net a Ma-
sanie publiontion in ezialsnce, which
is ne, -.7orth adouble the prie asked
for il, &ud yet vis venlmo Co~ say, hat
z=3o of them prcduco more than a
very smn<U surplus of lucre s'O the end
uo eoh yeur. This i8net sit sheulcl
be; every brether ought to subseribe
<.0 rA ïe-zt eno p~r.,=, nd thua wssi
their fratros lu disseminating z gk

]3no. T. B. WHYTEEAD will pisse
esco3pi our thanks for a vsry bwad-
some oàa havý,ing in the upper left
band cernerr a raprosontation of ani
Englisia PutI Mtotr',o Toi7el, baudl-
somoly embossed in goïa, with biue
hanginga, the vihois being -a complete
representation 0f whab il purports te
ba. 'The owzd bears. the legsnd,
"H1earty Good Wishes fer Yen and'
Yeuxii." We hssrtily reeiprocats the
kirdly sentiment, sud fully. appreciste,
the lhoug.htfaineàis of trô. Whyte-.
head in favoring us witb- -opy of h3i%
card.


