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Previous to the year 1717 it wes
the practice in Ergland for the Ma.
sons to assemble at any convenient
place for consultation or work, and
by immemorial usage they were ao-
customed at such assembles to prac-
tice the rites of Magonry, and to re-
ceive into the Fraternity Brothers and
fellows. In their conduct thev were
regulated « solely by the ancient
charges. The Master of the Lodge
was elected “pro tempore,” and his
aathority terminated with the dissolu-
tion of the assembly, The Fellow
Crafts at that time constitnted' the
body of Fraternity, and the principal
object of all assemblies appears to
have heen for the settlement of dif-
ficulties between Craftsmen and to
“make Masons.” Doubtless a groeé
incentive to attendance upon these
oceesional assemblies was the banquet
provided at the close of the assembly
at the ezpenss of the newly-made
Masous, in®lien of & fixed fes, ap gen-
erally practiced at the present time.

There being at that tims no per-
manent Liodge orgenizatian, therse
was no necessity of tho members of
the Fraternity contribuiing to the
formation of o permanent fand for
charitable or other purposes. Each
Magon, when appealad to for assis-
tance by aneedy Brother, contributed
to his relief such amount as his abilify
would permit, or the occasion seemed
to require. :

Accordingly, the old Constitutions
contain no regulations for the pay-
ment of ‘dues; but when' the Grend
Lodge was formed, the Craft volan-
tavily surrendered their inherent right
of assembly, vesting the same in the
newly-formed body, which immediate-
ly granted warrants of Constitution
authorizing the formation of Liodges
to be permanently located aof the
places designated therein.

With the organization ofa permen-
ent Liodga arose the necessity for pro-
viding & fand for its maintenance;
and a5:all the members: were. equally

interested in its support it sppearcd
but just that all should be equally as-
sessed for that purposs; and thus
aroga the system of Liodge duses, which
at the presens timeis universally pre-
valent.—London Freemason. '

It is said that the labest statistics
give the number of Masouic Lodges
in the world 138,032, with 4 mem-
bership of 14,160,542,

A Yoovee v A Roman Carmoric
Cmaper.—The Keystone says ‘‘Bro.
James H. Neilson, of Dublin, has &
cartified copy of tho extry in the min-
ubes of Liodgo No. 60, of Ennig, Irs-
laad, of the Lodge having, on St.
John’s Day, June 24, 1800, attended
tho Roman Catholic Chapel of Ennis,
and heazd n cermon fror thé Bev. Dr.
MoDonegh, the parish priest, who
afterwards dined with the brethren of
theLodgs. This ig quits wnigue.”

Ten Masonic Chronicls speaks from
experionee, 28 well as $o the point, in
tho following:—*Tharo is nos a Ma-
sonic publisntion in existsnce, which
is not worth double tke price asked
for 1%, and yot we ventueo to sey, thas
nozs of thom prcduco more than a
very saell surplus of luero a5 the end
of ecch yesr. Thisisno$ ssit should
be; every brether oughd $o subscribe
o of least ono paper, nud thas ossish
their frakres in disseminsting light.”

Bro, T. B, Wryreazap will please
accops our thoanks for o very hand-
some oard haviag ia tho upper lefé
hand cormer o raprocontation of an
English Past Mcater’s Jowel, hand-
somoly embossed in gold, with blue
hangings, the whole being & complete
representation of what it purports to
ba. 'The oord bears the legend,
“Hearty Good Wishes for You and"
Yours.,” We heertily reciprocats the
kindly sentiment, and fully appreciate
the thoughtfalness of Bro. Whyte--
heag in favoring us with & copy of his
CRYA. ’ * ‘



