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THE PLEBISCITE.

It is not necessary to call attention
to the vast importance to the prohibi-
tion movement of the announcement
just made by the Dominion Govern.
ment, A ‘crisis of intense interest and
importance has been reached in the
history of our cause. Within a few
months the people of this country will
be face to fuce with the direct question
of the Dominion Parliament, ‘*‘Are you
in favor of prohibition?” Behind that
guestion will be the pledge to enact
prohibitory legislation if an affirmative
reply should be given. The whole
matter is now in our own hands.

It is not necessary at this time to
discuss the desitability or undesir-
ability of a plebiscite. We have
simply to face the most momentous
responsibility that has yet to come to
us in our work for the legal suppres.
sion of the liquor traffic. We cannot
afford to lose a moment, an effort,
a thonght or o dollar upon any side
issues or inconsequential details, The
future of our cause for many yewrs,
depends upon this response which the,‘
electorate will give the governmental
interrogation. We must see to it that
the people give a right resp«mse.i
The sentiment of our country is over-,
whelmingly in favour of prohibition.
It is our duty to see that the clectorate |
is stivred to give full expression to that |
sentiment, The value of the expres-!
sion will depend upon its force. The
magnitude of the majority to be,
recorded in favour of prohibition will
be the measure of the power we shall!
have to compel speedy, thorough-going, '
effective legislation. It would be un-,
fair to our cause to leave unpolled a
single prohibition vote,

THE PARLIAMENTARY BAR

One of the most encouraging evi-:
dences of the growth of prohibition
sentiment and the inflnence exercised
in the recent election by prohibition
workers, is to be found in the prompt
action of our legislators at Ottawa in
reference to the House of Commons
bar.

Men who meet to plan for the pro-
motion of our countries welfare ought ’

not for a moment to encourage in any
form an institution that is our
country’s cruelest curse. A bar for
the sale o liquor should have no more
place within the precincts of Parlia-
ment, than any other of the degrading
and demoralizing institutions with
which the Chrstian sentiment of this
community is at war.

We hail this action on the part of
the House of Commons as a sign of the
times, We sincerely hope that the
Senate in response to Hon. Mr. Vidal's
challenge, will show itself also regard-
ful of constituency, public interest, and
morality. The complete dislodgement
of the liquor traffic from a position
which it has long held to our country’s
discredit, will indeed be an evidene of
progress for which we shall have a
right to be profoundly grateful.

THE COMING CONTEST,

Preparations are beipng nlready made
for the great campaign. The duty of
the hour is thorough organization.
Little will probably Le done in the
way of active campaign canvasing
until the plebiscite bill is passed.
Meantime the different detachments
of our army of workers must be
recruited, drilled, and assigned to
their respective positions. The hand
to hand fight is not upon us, bhut the
duty of preparation is pressing us now.
Every Prohibition Club that can be
formed, every Temperance Society
that can be organized, every total
abstinence pledge that can be secured,
every temperance Sunday School
lesson, every temperance sermon, every
temperance tract, every temperance
meeting, will be a factor in the fray.
Every worker however humble, may
help to win a glorious victory.

Instructions and advice regarding
methods of work will shortly be pub-
lished, They will suggest careful
thought our plans of action. No one,
however, should wait a moment before
doing his whole immediate duty. We
look for a campaign of agitation and
education such as our country has
never before experienced, and such
as will result in & magnificent victory
that will place us in our warfare
against the liguor teaffic farin advance
of any position which we have hither-
to oceupied.

THE TORONTO EXHIBITION.

The Exhilntion which has just been
closed in the City of Toronto, was a
great Temperance lesson. It was
characterized thronghout by order,
decorum, safety and respectability.
In days gone by this same institution
has been disgraced by liquor selling
vshich this year was happily conspicu.
ous by its entire absence. No signs of
liquor selling were anywhere to be seen,
The results were manifest in the so-
briety of the many thousands which
thronged the grounds. Too much
credit cannot be given to the Exhibi.
tion nuthorities and the officers of the
lnw whose fiem position brought about
this desirable result, giving to the
world a splendid example of the re-
markable beneficiary results of well
enforced prohibitory legislation,

Ripans Tabules.

Ripans Tabules cure nausea,
Ripans Tabules: at druggists,
Ripans Tabules cure dizziness.
Ripans Tabules cure headache,
Ripans Tabules cure dyspepsia.
Ripans Tabules cure flatulence.
Ripans Tabules assist digestion,
Ripans Tabules cure bad breath.
Ripans Tabules cure biliousness.
Ripans Tabules: one gives relief,
Ripans Tabules gentle cathartic,
Ripans Tabules cure indigestion,
Ripans Tabules cure torpid liver.
Ripans Tabules cure constipation.

A PLEBISCITE PROMISED.

SPEECH OF THE PREMIER OF THE
DOMINION,

Much importance attaches to the
statement made by Hon, Mr. Laurier
at the City of Ottawa on the 3rd inst.,
in reference to the proposed action of
the Dominion Government in relation
to the prohibition question. In order
that our readers may know exactly
what was said, we reproduce the First
Miunister's speech in full. It was as

follows :—

I fully recognize the great import-
ance of the meeting, and the delegation
which I see bhefore me, and of the
object they have in view. I fully
agree with every word spoken by Mp,
Vidaland Mrs, Alexander as well, when
they said that the cause of temperance
was, perhaps, the greatest and most
important in all civilized communities
at the present time, (Cheers.

I am glad Losay, though perhaps you
have not yet reached the point you ave
niming at, that I can bear my testi-
mony to the fact that the cause of
temperance has made immense pro-
gress in the Jast twenty or twenty-five

enrs. As a gratifying evidence I may

1l you that asleader of the Opposition
I have held no less than three hundred
meetings in all parts of Canada, and I
am here to bear witness that in all
these meetings, with the exception of
three, I never saw a man under the
influence of liquor. Oheers.%

Such a thing was impossible thirty
or perhaps fifteen years ago. Let us
hope that the leader of the Opposition
twenty-flve years hence will be able to

bear the »same testimony without bee

making even three exceptions.

But what is temperance? We are
here as practical men. You hold that
it is absolute abstinence. Ma&:iy people
believe that temperance is moderation,
and this we cannot forget, When the
Liberal convention met here in 1
having to deal, as we thought we h
to deal, with the interests of our com-
mon country, we thought to have the
opinion of the people properly tested
80 as to ascertain what the feeling of
the country was, whether it should
Tean absolute abstinence, as you
think, or moderation, as others think.

Wethought the taking of a plebis-
cite the best way, and we decided to
divest it of every other question which
mig}!lxt more or less bias the judgment
of the people. We thought it better to

o even further than S8ir Oliver
Mowat's govermment went when it
took a plebiscite in connection with
municipal elections. We wished the

uestion divested of every other con-
sideration, so that we might have the
judgment of the people on this gques-
tion itself.

There are other views. The people

of Canadna are not a unit on the gques-
tion of abstinence or moderation, and
there are also local interests, Take the
Province of Quebec, which has had a
brohibitory law which dates back from
864, Previousto Confederation, Mun-
icipal Councils were empowered, and
are still empowered, to enact such pro-
hibitory by-laws with the municipali-
ties. There is no need to appeal to the
people, but the Council itself has the
right to enact a prohibitory law,
and in sowe sections of the Province
this_power has been largely exer-
cised. In the counties of Lotbiniere,
Drummmond, Arthabaska, Portneuf and
Meguntic, the sale of liquor under the
sanction of law is almost unknown. In
Arthabaska, out of eighteen municipal-
ities, there has not been a drop of
liguor sold under the law, or a single
license issued, except in two. In Me-
gantic, out of fourteen municipalitios,
my impression is that the same thing
is true, except in one municipality. In
Lotbiniere there is not a single
license, and the same is true of Port-
neuf. (Cheers),

It remnains to be seen whether the
people there are in favour of a change,
and the plebiscite will show that. e
plebiscite is part of the Liheral pro-
gramme adopted at the convention
of 1803. Our policy has been before
the people who have pronounced npon
it. It now hecomes our duty to carry
out our programme, and I say frankly
it is our intention to do so. (Cheers),

As to the time when it should he
done, my answer is this:—-It is the in-
tention of the Liberal party to carry
out to the letter every article of its
programme, within the very shortest

ssible limit, There is no intention

delay. On the contrary, speaking
even politically, it is perhaps the best
policy of all to deal with the question

within the shortest time, It is not our
jntention this session, but I have every
hope that next session, and not later,
we shall introduce the legislation
promised, (Loud cheers).
his is a question in which the
women are, perhaps more than the
men, interested, Mrs., Alexander has
not the right of suﬂrage bat all will
admit that she could not influence the
ﬁovemment of her country more if she
ad o vote than she can do simply

speaking., (Cheers).,

ANOTHER STEP.
THE OTTAWA MEETING AND ITS
RESULTS.

The deputation appointed to wait
upon the Dominion Government car-
ried out its instructions at Gttawa on
the 8rd inst. There was a big gather-
ing of representative prohibitionists in
the Rallway Committee Room of the
House of Commons at half-past nine
a.m.. among those present being many
members of Parliament. .

Hon. A, Vidal, President of the Do-
minion Alliance, was elected chairman
of the deputation; Dr, J. J. Maclaren,
Q.0,, President of the Ontario Alliance,
Mr. J. R, Dougall, President of the
Quebec Alliance, and Mrs. Alexander
of the Ottawa W.C.T.U,, were ap-
pointed to speak for their companions,

Hon, Wilfred Laurier, don, Sir
Oliver Mowat, and Hon, Sydney
Fisher, represented the Dominion
Government.

Hon. Mr, Vidal introduced the pro-
hibition speakers, all of whom were
brief, pointed and effective in their
addresses. Hon. Mr. Laurier replied,
expressing his deep sympathy with the
work of temperance reform, and his
appreciation of the resuits that had
n achieved, He went on to state
that the taking of a plebiscite on the

uestion of prohibition was a part of
the Liberal programme. It was the
duty of the government to ca.rr( out
that programme, and it was theit in-
tention so to do. He hoped that legis-
lation in this direction would be
introduced at the next session of
Parliament.

Mr. Fisher and 8ir Oliver Mowat also
spoke impressively, and were very
cordially received.

After the members of the Govern-
ment had retired, the following resolu-
tion, moved by Mr. Walter Paul of
Montreal, and seconded by Mr. 8. J.
Carter, was unanimously adopted :—

“That this meeting having heard the
statement of the Hon., Mr. Laurier,
Premier of the Dominion, desires to
express its satisfaction with his promise
and calls upon temperance workers
everywhere to get ready to give all the
help possible, that when a plebiscite is
taken, the temperance vote shall be
successful,”

PARLIAMENTARY ACTION,

The Legislation Committee of the
Dominion Alliance met in the Tower
Room of the Parliament Buildings,
Ottawa, shortly after the interview
with the Dominion Government on
September 3rd. Between thirty and
forty members of Parliament were
Ily)resent. besides the officers of the

ominion Alliance and other members
of the committee. Hon, A. Vidal, pre-
sided, and Mr, J. H, Carson acted as
secret,ar{.

The chairman announced that the
House Committee of Parliament had
resolved upon the abolition of the bar
in the basement. A resolution was
adopted asking the Senate to take
similar action.

The resolution adopted by the depu-
tation after hearing the Government’s
statement regarding the plebiscite was
submitted to the meeting, After some
discussion the following was adopted
by a unanimous vote,

* Whereas, it is the government's
declared intention to introduce legis-
lntion at the next session of parliament
for taking a plebiscite on prohibition,
we are therefore of the opinion that it
would be undesirable to introduce any
gpsol,l,mon at this session on the ques-
ion. -

A PROSPEROUS CURSE.

The London Daily Telegram states
that the pust year has been an excep-
tionally prosperous one for brewers,
The number of barrels of malt liqguor
on which duty was paid was 14,458,501,
an increase of over a million barrels
compared with the previous year,
The statement is made that there is a
marked increase in export trade to
Egypt, South Africa and Australia,




