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Peach Diseasës in Ontarjo *
Prof. L. Caesar, 0. A. C., Guelph, Onit.

EVERY peach grower is famliar wththe leaf curi disease, and knows
that it attacks the leaves.early in

the spring and causes the mat first to
become thickened, curled and distorted
and of a paie whitish or often reddish
color, and later on to become brown and
dead and fail off. It is, next to Yeliows
and Little Peach, the most destructive
disease that growers have to combat.
The loss takes the foliowing forms:
First, In seasons of severe attack many
young nursery trees are kiiled the first
yeàr they are set out and before they
have had a chance to get over the shock
of transplanting; second, there is a great
drain on the vitaiity of older trees from
thé- 1ný nfttpn nf na 1,rçyp n),rt nf their

fourth, the disease often attacks young
shoots or twigs and kilis these.

FAVORABLE CONDITIONS

Leaf Curi is weil known not to be so
severe some years as others. Experi-
ence has shown that it is favored by
damp late springs, while it is aimsot
completeiy kept in check by dry sunny
weather around the time of biooming,
and while the leaves are stîli quite
smail. In 1910 the spriug was very late,
coid and wet, and so the disease was
exceptionally severe. Last year, i911,
the spring was eariy and we had beauti-
fui, hot, sunny, dry weather, with the
resuit that there was no Leaf CurI or
almost noue. This fact lias led some to
believe that Leaf Curi is flot a disease,
but is merely the resuit of unfavorabIe
weather conditions. Sucli. however, is
not the case, as anyone can easily prove
who takes a glance through a microscope
at one of the dead leaves froni au affect-
ed tree and sees the millions of spores
on the surface. These spores act like
seeds and are carried by the wiud from
tree to, tree and orchard to orchard. but

A number of years ago we were told
that spraying would flot control the dis-
ease because it was then believed that it
passed the winter oniy in diseased twigs,
but we now know fromn thousands of ex-
perimenters that even in the most favor-
able seasons for the disease we can keep
it under thorough control by a singie ap-
plication.

MEANS 0F OONTROL

Spray with lime-suiphur of the ordi-
nary strength as for Sani Jose Scale (one
gallon commercial wash diluted to about
ten with water). This application must
be made early in the spring and before
the buds have begun to swelî. The dis-
ease begins with the growing bud, 50o

to prevent its getting a start we must
spray early before the spores around
the buds cari germinate. Most of the
failures to control the Leaf Curi are due
to spraying too late and flot taking suffi-
cient pains to see that every bud isthor-
oughly covered. Bordeaux would also
control the disease, but is not. recom-
mended because in most peach districts
San Jose Scale is either present or likeiy
to be introduced and the lime-suiphur
will keep it in check, while Bordeaux
will not.

MILDEW

The Powdery Mildew (Sphaerotheca
panziosa, Waiir.) disease is fouud chieffy
on young trees nlot yet in bearing, but


