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ments about Lier laws and methods, may exercise a decp and lasting !l as is dune by classien], bistorical, and seriptural studies, whose
influence upun character. This distinction has been ably drawn in ! foundations lie deep -lown in the past developtent of the race : and
a paper read befuro the present meeting of the association, so that | that the deselopment of chgracter is a part of education of vital im-
it in altogether unnecessary for mo to further developit, A single| purtance to the well-bemg of society, The truo strength of a stato
practical suggestion only I throw out in illustration, viz., with re- | undoubtedly lies in the character of its citizens, or, to quote the
gard to the strengthening of the powers of observation, and there. | Centary once more : **The prime cause of commercial dishonesty
fure of the capacity for the enjoyment of Nature, and of revereut| and political corruption is a fulse ideal of life; an ideal that puts
fellowship with her, which can bo effected outside the walls of the! tho material intercsts of man above the spiritual, and makes riches
schuol. A botanical excursion, or vivid explanation of the way in; the suprame effurt of human endeavor, and the enly eflicient romedy
which geologiially the various features of some landscape actually ' is tho establishment of & higher and mere spiritual ideal ” Such
in sight have been formed, may open up in the mind new interests, an ideal it is the function of education in its widest and most com-
and ideas to bo gladly followed up in after life. This mothod of | prehensive senso to give, and T trust that the several types of edu-
teaching by occasional excursions is strongly recommended by! cativn may be so harmoniously blended in our Ontario system that
Milion in his Tractate on Education, and practised to a consider | we may lead the van of progress towards this great and all-important
ablo extent in Germany. The successful introduction of Arbor|end.
Day, through the wiso foresight of the M.nister of Education,! The treatment of my subject would hardly be completo without &
proves the possibility of such occasional lessons in Nature. To ro-' few thoughrs, however fragmentary, upon the dircet bearing upon
turn, however ; without underrating fur on: mument the pmctic:\l' character for good or evil of the actual methods of imparting know-
importance of Mudern Languages, it is undcubtedly to the thought‘ ledge. The qualitics which it is specially given to school lifo to
and history of the ancient world that we must turn for educational | develop are, T suppose, courtesy, fidelity and thoroughness in work,
influences of the highest kind. Acquain‘ance with French and| truthfulness and integrity, together with roveronco for all that is
German literature can no moure equal in educational value Iiving' really deserving of its bestowal. ‘The grand old adage, maxima
contact with the thought and motives of the ancient werld than a| ) ueris debetur rererentia, which even the most degraded of men in
tour in our own fair Province can supply the advantages of extended | some sort recognize, recalls tho fact that the persoual character of
travel. J tiust that shall not be isunderstood as detracting from | the teacher or teachers will Jargely repro.wuce itself in such matters
the great practical utility, and therefore importance, of the modern |amoungst the pupils. A thoroughly cnthusiastic teacherw, who is
languages. Tt is unnccessary at the present day to plead for what | scrupulously conscientious about his own preparation, will become
is universally accepted. I epeak only of their value for purpose of [a very fountain of .energy to dissipate that mental apathy of which
education 1 the strict sense of the term. It 18, of course, & triism | boy-nature is often paintully conscious, nnd ngainst which it often
to assert that cur modern thought and existing socicty have been [struggles manfully to but little purpose.  Youth responds eagerly
profoundly influenced in every part by the three great streams of | to enthuiasm, and the fact is worth remembering. It is impossible
culture wo inh. «it from the Greek, the Rowman, and the Jew. To|to exaggerate the importance of the bearing upon character of thor-
gain, however, any real insight into the nature of this influence— | oughucss and freshness in methods of teaching, togother with every
ts seo how the self-culture and analysis of the Greek, the consecra- | precantion for absolute integrity and impoartia)ty in all matters af-
tion to law and the orderly discharge of the duties of citizenship | fecting examinations, cte.  Even trifling carciessness in such mat-
which forms the distgushing characteristic of Romo, the revela- | ters 1s like the opemng of a sluice-gate, and sets free a torrent which
tion of mun’s capacity for fellowship with God, and for cu-operatinz} it may be next to impossiblo to stem. For example, the boy who
with him for the building up on carth of a divine kingdom, which |crams up by rote the translation of a Greek or Latin author, and
is the specinl dignity of the Jew, formed three indispensable factors | succeeds in imposiug upon an examiner thereby, has recoived a les-
in the necessary education of the race n its duties to seli, to society, { son m dishonesty which 1t will be well for society and himself if he
and to God ; further, to gain cven a faint glimpse of the way in|does not afterwards turn to further account.
which the mingled waters of these three streams flow on together|  ne element for which suflicient allowance is perhaps not always
in the Christian culture of to-day, because they have been urited|ynade 1n regard to its tendency to foster carelessness in work is the
and harmonized in the person and influence of the perfect Man, is necessary ignorance of scholurs cither us to the mature or the im-
to gain an insight into the divine plan on which the cducation of portance of the subjects which they are required to study. A short
the raco has actually been based, the educational value of which can oxplanativn with referenco to these points before beginning a now
hardly bo over-cstimated. subject, especially if it be well illustrated with a fow striking ex-
1 would not be supposed for onc moment to undervalue tho im.{amples, may do much gond; egq., if in beginning a clussical
purtance of the advance which has been made by th.2 great improve: | author a few extracts in somo good translation illustrating the most
ment made of recent years in the various departments uf professivnal | impurtant features in the hook were read to the class, their interest
and techmcal training. In this way has been rolled back a reproach|would be arcused and quickened. And agaim, in beginning Eaclid,
often too justly le\jeilcd against our educational systems, that they|instead of allowing a child to flounder hopelessly by hamself amidst
failed to yualify their students for the actual vccupation in which! the maze of definitions, postulates, and axioms, or to sink amid the
they were to engage. To fit men to discharge in tho best and most | difticulitics of the pons asinorum, the attention of the class was
efficient manner the various duties which devolve upon them 1s aj called to the great practical utility of being able to construct accu-
side of education tho neglect of which brings swift retribution with | rately certain figures, ¢g., by the aid of o pair of compasses, to
it. So far from minimising, I wonld stvongly «dvocate the increase| trace out on a board an equuateral trinngle, etc., und the scholars
of these practical subjects of trnining ; such subjects as book-!are encouraged to attempt in various ways to soive » problem ap-
keeping, hygiene, and the elements of sanitary science, the pmctical. parently so casy, an insight into tho marvels of Plane Geometry
apphication of chennstry, and, for girls, dumestic economy in 1ts|will be gained, which will go far to surmount later perplexitics. It
various departments, appear to be emmnertly deserving of more sys- | is, perhaps, hardly too much to say that children should never be
tematic treatment than they yet have received. 1 simply claim!sent to the dry pagesof a book to make out for themsclves some
that such subjects do not exert the smne intluence upon character| new object of study—tho living voice of the teacher witn & bright,




