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ed a bonanza, or the Kootenay Is one

huge prevarication. Hence, we say,

place your mining propositions on a

strictly honorable business basis for de-

velopment, and we don't think funds

will be lacking, conditionally, on their

bona fides. of course properties will

have to be faithfully prospected, worked

and managed; in fact dealt with not as

a gamble, but as before stated, as a

sound business undertaking. Mr. T. A.

Rickards, M. Inst., M. M., in a paper

read before the Institute, says in a

iost practical and forceful way:

"Mining Is not a scientific pursuit, aI-

though at times it may, to the observ-

ant, have seemed to be either that or

one big insanity. But mining is an

lndustry. The good sense which fin-

ancial men have of late years con-

tributed to the operations has done

much to bring it from a windy misti-

ness to the solid footing of sound busi-

ness. The main purpose is not to de-

velop the waste places of the earth,

but simply to win a profit by extract-

ing ore out of the ground. The result

will be reliable in proportion to the care

taken. Any shirking of difficult places

in the mine, any avoldance of hard

portions of the vein, any assistance

from untrustworthy hands, will vitiate

the result. Careful sampling is worth

a bushel of suppositions, and the pains-

taking determination of the working

costs is better than any amount of
geological generalities. In the esti-

mate of costs are many items-break-

ing of the ore, development work,

eluipment, milling, management etc.

Then the question of available ore, or

likely to be available on exploration.

This is the pons assinorum of mining.

Often that which is described as ore in

sight is out of sight. When values of

ore and tonnage available have been

arrived at and working costs determ-

ined, the engineer has the greater part

of the evidence needed to submit to

the client whom he is advising. The

padding of a report with a large am-

ount of geological disquisition where it

is not necessary to a comprehension

of the facts of the case, is very nearly

an impertinence, seeing that it is not

expected that it w'ill be understood by

those for whose guidance it is written.

The policy of the Dominion Govern-

ment in conection with the Yukon roy-

alty will undoubtedly result in favor

of British Columbia and the Atlin dis-

trict. The paltry exemption of $5,000

under such conditions, climatic and oth-

erwise, existing in the Yukon, will re-

tard development, and dampen the ar-

dor of the majority who were doubt-

less waiting for a reasonable solution

of the diffilculty. The cost of working

and living-to say nothing of health-im

)ro)ortion to gold won, is in favor, not

of the man who risks his health and
life in the undertaking, but the Do-
minion Government, who Intensifies the

situation and renders ,the miner's lot

anything but a happy one. Men will

defy climate, in fact hardships and dit-

ficulties of ail kinds no matter how

extreme, in thir search for gold, which

of themselves are a sufficient handicap,

considering the value of these new

fields to trade, as also to the revenue

of the Dominion, which seems to be

entirely overlooked, when the legislat-

ing wiseacres, 3,000 miles distant, deal

with new territory and the explorers

or prospectors who bring it in touch

with civilization. Get what? recognition

and consideration for having opened up

other avenues of trade, so that the

Government may collect dues and em-

ploy a big staff of political hirelings

to do so, while miners and prospectors

have to bonus the Ottawa Government

to the tune of 10 per cent. for the privi-

lege of taking the risk of freezing to

death, or being eaten alive with fies,

according to the season. You take

your choice. You may also get $5,000,

which the law allows you, provided

you work hard enough and have the

luck. It may cost you 75 per cent. or

80 per cent., however, to get that $5

000. Say, however, the miner has at

the end of the year cleaned up $25,000,

which may have cost him under the

circumstances existing $18,000, the re-

sult, after deducting the exemption of

$5,000, you have assessed to the tune

of 10 per cent., leaving the miner, who

has worked hard, and undergone the

greatest difficulties, a paltry profit of

$450 for his year's work. This Is the

sort of political economy which has as-

sisted the growth (sic) of the Dominion

till it spreads from the Atlantic to the

'acific and boast the population of

5,000,000 and rejoices in a bigger area

than the United States. We can, we are

inelined to believe, do better than this,

in giving British Columbia a chance.
* * * *

We are sorry to hear that Mr. Batt-

Mills, who recently returned from the

north, bas had to undergo an 'opera-

tion, whlch deprives him of his toes,

through these members being badly

frozen when out prospectlng.
* * * *

A moil and a 4-pound hammer are of

more use than a bookful of sounding

theories, and a careful sampling of

working of more Immediate utillity

than a treatise on mineralogy.-T. A.

lickards, M. Inst. M. M.
* * * *

Estimate of the world's production

of gold for 1897 is about Il 1-2 millions

fine ounces, or about £46,000,000 ster-

ling, roughly $230,000,000. Over one-

half of this was derived from English

colonies and possessions.


