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THE CANADIAN AGRICULTURIST

Very consulvmblo prejudice {'ox merly existed
as to the capabilities of the Ottawa Section of
Counlry fur production, &e., yet your Dircctors
feel confident in stating that, there are several
farms in the County that with regard to drain-
age, fencing, culture, praductions and butldm-m,
will compare favorubly with any other farms in
the Provinece. As an instance of production,
they would mention that this scason one of their
number, Mr. Davidson, of Nepean, raised a
large field of IFall Wheat, fifty-five bushels to
the acre, weighing 64 1bs., to the bushel.

They also beo Teference to the following par-
ticulars plepan'd by John Robertson, Esq ., one
of their Vice-Presidents —sabmmed, &e.

[Signed] War. STEWART,
President.
Remarks upon the state of Agriculture, &e., in

the County of Carlton, by Tohn Robertson,

Esq., one of the Directors:

The farms in this County are in size from 50
to 600 acres, the average heing about 150 acres.
It is only a few years since any thmw like system
has been attempted, partly from the newness of
the settlement with want of skilf and capitai.
Our best Farmers follow what is called the con-
vertible system of husbandry, and as the staple
of the County is Wheat and Dork, the energies
of the farmer are directed to raising them. “On
breaking up Clover I.ea, Oats are sown, then
Peas, afterwards Fall Wheat with manure, next
hoed crops, ‘ell manured, and wrought, then
spring wheat with grass seeds, say 4 or  Ibs.
red clover, 2 1bs. white clover, and 9 or 10
quarts of timothy seed per acre, gelting one
course of harrowing with a light or bush har-
row and rolled. Qowmfr half a barrel of plais-
ter with the grass seeds brings on the grass
seeds rapxdly, but equal quantxt\es of " salt
and plaister would have a betler effect. Both
Red and White Wheat arc used for Fall
sowing. Many farmers think the white wheat
is most subject 1o injury by the fly. The
fly has been very destructive the past season,
doing most injury where the ground was wet and
not underdrained. Many <ay that this County
will not sell half as much wheat this year as
was sold last year. Steeping seed wheat 24
hours in 2 solution of sulphate of copper, (hlue
vitrol) then drying with quick lime eflectually
preveats smul.

The variety of wikat called Black Sea, has
been used for spring sowing for a number of
years, but the Millers aﬂ‘ectuw not to like it and
making a great difference in price, farmers were
induced to try other kinds. Scotch or Tile
‘Wheat seemed to please best, but various ac-
counts are given of it. The writer of this
sowed part of a field swith it and the remainder
with Black Sea wheat, the land having been limed
with 70 bushels to the acre three years before,
it hod been well manured the year before the

——

wheat was sown and umlu drained, and poiatoes
or tursips taken off it, The Black Sea wheat
zave 33 bushels per acre, the Scotch wheat
about half that quantity, and it took 16 days
longer to mature.  Both weighed 64 lbs. per
bushel,  “Lhe fly was the cause of the failure.

The appointment by the Legislature of a
Minister of Agriculture leads to the hope that
much greater facilities will be aflorded our
farmers for procuring sceds of the best and
most suitable qualities of all descriptions. than
could possibly be done by Societies or indivisluals,

In agricultaral wmachinery and implements
much progress has been made ; Thrashing Mills
are common. There are many Iron Ploughs,
some improved Harrows, subsoil Ploughs, Hay
Cutters, and a few seed Sowers.  There is,
however, a great scarcity with many of our far-
mers of the more comumon and necessary imple-
ments of husbandry, which, together with want
of skill and the unfortunate system pursued of
over-cropping, makes our average erop so much
lower than it ought to be. Therc is no doubl, but
that with hetter management our crops mn«rht
be increased at least one-third. Great i nnprove-
ments have been made in draining, manuring,
and in fencing ; as also in farm dwellings and
out-houses, R\I“my good dwellings, some of
stone, covered with tin, others of wood, with
good barns {rom 100 feet downwards, lm\'e been
erected within a few years. In the wintering of
stock also, a great change has taken place, Cows
are warmly hou=ed, and some yards are divided
into Pens where cattle of the same age and
strength can be fed and kept safely togcthcr.——
A few yards have spouts to all the surrounding
buildings by which the water is conveyed inlo a
tank, in which the drainings of the Cow-house,
&e., are collected, and from thence carted to
wherever it may be required, in barrels or boxes,
either of which ought to be supplied with a
Valve and 1Jose, similar to those in use for
watering streets.

Tn horned cattle some improvement has taken
place, but not te the e=xtent to be wished for.
There are few of pure breed, but some good
grade cattle of mixed breed. The prices for
d'ury produce or beef, being low, deters farmers
from paying high prices for cattle, but as rail
and macadamized roads are in progress around
Bytown, and other movements likely to increase
the demand for farming produce of all kinds in
that market, farmers look forward for a corres-
ponding mcrease in prices. There is a decided
improvement in Iogs; a better breed has been
introduced, but the better feeding and housing
has caused the greatest change, There is no
difficulty in fwdmn’ to 400 or 500 lbs. at 18
months old, dlﬂ‘O(lV'h packers prefer Pigs of 300
Ibs. as most suitable for barreling, fhere being
little demand for hams. As there i3 no doubt
hut that 20 barrels of Pork is sold e at pre-



