
THE INSTRUCTOR.

acres. Ench of these has a compli-
cated system of vessels for the circu.'
lation of its juices. Somne trees have
leaves narrow and short; others-as
the taliport of Ceylon-have leaves £o
largethat one of them ana shelter fif-
teen or twenty men. Seme exuviate
their leavos annuallv, as a whole robe,
leaving the treo nude, its bare stem
towering aloft and its branches
spreading themselves uncovered in
the sky; while the leaves of others
drop off one by one, new onel con-
stantly growitig in place of the dis-

membered ones, and the tree retan'.
ing its perpetual verdure. There have
actually been ascertnined, in the an.
mal kiagdom, about 60,000 species of
living creatures. There are 600 spe-
cies of mamalia-those that suck le
their young-the most of which are
quadrupeds. Of birds there 4,000
species; of fishes 3,000; of reptiles,
700; and of insecte 44,000 spectes.-
Besides these there are 3,000 species
of shell-fish, and not less than eighty,
or one hundred thousand species of
animalcule invisble to the naked eye.

The Choice of a Path in Life-or, "what shall I be ?
A CHAPTER FOR OUR soNo.

a* Hurrah!" e.eRltimed O*en. "this
is the first New Yef'ee Bay I have
felt really joyful for many a year, be-
cause the first of Janrary has seemed
a warning that the holidays would
soon be over. Now we have no more
school-no more fagging in Latin and
Greek!. Come, Edmuund, why do you
'Rot 'oin my hout of triumph ? You
look as grive as if you meditated un-
dertaking all the cares of the nstton!"
he added, laughing, as he fixel his
eyes upon the thoughtful countenance
of hie cousin.

"I have always been very happy et
sehool," replied Edmund. "I like rmy
'ehoolfellows, and we all lcved our
goodtutor, sp that feaving such friends
is notaltogether joyto me. Besides"
-. and he paused.

" Besides what?" rejoined Owen;
,lut un havé itall onut."

"Wel, and besides," cottinued Ed.
mund, l't seemste tierather a serious
muatter, to-step out Ôf boyhood into
youth."

"Oh!" ansvered Owen, "I shall
reck *ni myself quite a mna now, I as-
*are 00' on."

n 'whàt respectP" inquired E-
=nJnd, drily.

"In the first plaçe, then, you know
we shall not be plagued with any more
lessons; nor shali we -be forced to

obey our tutor's orders, or keep school
rules, but may do as-we please tlt day,
and go whore we choose. In short,
we are inctependeit now l"

"I should be sadly at a loss if I *eYr
independent yet," rejbined Edirhn.
"But are you not going into any busit
ness or professioni, Owen?"

"Time enoagh for that, when I bavé
had a year or. two of relaxation, after
studying an bard. I lfoÿe tu &et a lit-
tie. travellitig beford I buck!e-to for
richers.

"That will-nQt do for me," säld E.-
n nd. "I must buekle-to at once,ili
goed earnest, for a ]ivlihood, aria
necd not arpire to riches ; iorever,
Ihave heard my father and tutor both
aay that ladis would ýnot fancy wôrk a
hardshii if they did not get-a, taste fo>
dissijiation betweep leaving school
aind fixing in: life."

Owen opened hie oyes wido at thir
sneech, fkr the cousins bad been edat"-
cated, bath at home and at school, un-
der very different suspices.

"Pray, what ehallyou be then ?* )i
asked.

"That ii the very question that pei-
pléxes Mtné" answered Edmund;* 'aua
filé ny thoughts contirually "

"Wel', pray fi± on eometîng gen-
tlemanly, and do not do anjthing.bat
will spoil your bands.'"


