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THE INSTRUCTOR.

acres. Each of these has a compli-
cated system of vessels for the circuw
lation of its juices. Some trees have
lerves narrow and short; others—as
the talipart of Ceylon—have leaves co
largethat one of them can shelter fif-
teen or twenty men, Some exauviate
their leavas annually, asa whole robe,
leaving tize treg nude, its bare stem
towering eloft and its branches
spreading themselves uncovered in

¢ gky ; whila the leaves of others
drop off one by one, new oney con-
stantly growing in place of the dis-

membered ones, and the tree retain~
ing its perpetual verdure. There have
actually been ascertrined, in the am-
wal kiagdom, about 60,000 species of
living creatures. There are 600 spe-
cies of mamalia—those that suckle
their young—the most of which are
quadrupeds. Of birds there 4,000
species; of fishes 3,000; of reptiles,
700 ; and of insscts 44,000 species.—
Besides these there are 3,000 species
of shell-fish, and not lesx than eighty
or one hundred thousand species of
animalcule invisble to the naked eye,

The Choice of a Path in Life—or, ‘wnat shall T be?

A CHAPTER FOR OUR SONS&.

& Hurrah {'” exclatmed Owen, “this
ie the first New Year's Day I have
felt really joyful for many a year, be-
cause the first of January has seemed
® warning that the holidays wounld
spon be over. Now we have no more
scnool—no more fagaing in Latin and
Greek!. Come, Edmund, why do you
not join my shout of trivmph 2 You
look as grave as if you meditated un-
dertaking all tho cares of the nation!”
he added, laughing, as he fixed his
éyes upon the thoughcful countenance
of his cousin.

¢ have always been very happy at
school,” replied Edmund. I like my
sehoolfellows, and we all loved our
goodtuotor, sp that feaving such friends
18 not altogether joy to me. Besides”
~-and he paused:

# Besides what 2”” rejoined Owens
“lat us have it'all out.” '

“Wel}, and besides,’’ continued Ed-
mund, ";f. seems to the rather a serious
matter, to*step out of beyhood inte
youth?' -

% Oh! angswered Owen, “I shall
reckgn -myself quite 2 max now, ¥ as-
lur_e'%mn.” ’

- *In* what respectP” inquired Ed-
mund, drily. B ' '

% In the first plage, them, you know
we shall natbe plagued with any more
lessons; nor shall we-be forced to

obey our tator’s orders, er keep sthool
rules, but may do as we ploase ult day,
and go where we chioose. In short,
we arc independent now!” "
“7T should be sadly at o loss if I weys
independent yet,” rejbined ¥dmiund
“But are you not going into any bnsi-
ness or profession, Owen .
“Time enoagh for that, when I have
had a year or_two of relaxation, after
studying sv hard. I Hjope to get a lit-
tle, travelling befors I bnckle-to for
riches.” - P T e
“{hat will not do for me,” sdid Ed-
mund. *I must brekle-to at once,'in
good earneat, for a livélihood, and
nead net aspire to yiches ; morecver,
T have heard my father and tutor both
aay that lads would not fancy worka
hardship if they did not geta taste for
diasipation between leaving school
and fixing in life.™ - -
Owen opened his eyss wide at this
speech, forthe cousing bad been edu-
cated, beth at home and at school, un-
der very different suspices. s
“Pray, what shall you be then # hé
asked. - -
¢That iz the very question that per-
pléxes me,” answered Edmundy “and
fills my thoughts conticually’* -~
“ Well, pray fix on somet, ing gen=
tiemaxly, and do not 4o anything that
will spoil your bagds,* -~ .~



