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n:ade great advances ; even heathen and
idolatrous nations have not been behind
in affording an impetus to schoiastic ut-
tainments; while, in & moral point of
view, education, in eyery age, has been
surrounded by a host of difficulvies and
opponents. And though society hasthe
experience of the history of the world—
o history of humanity—for its guide,still
& vast portion of mankind insist, even to
the present day, upon a merely intellec-
tual education. Turn to the countries
of antiquity, whose intellectual great-
ness and moral weakness have caused
their very existence, like the morning
dew, to he wiped away.

L3

W hat became of Jerusalem, the capi-
tal of the Israelitish nation, after she
forsook the teachings of the moral law,
and mixed with and subscribed to the
" worship of the idolatrous nations—her
enemies—with which she was surround-
ed? Where is Tyre, that great mart of
nations? Where is Chaldes, with its
capital, Bahylon ? Where is Athens,
the capital of the Greeian empire?—
where, a8 a late writer says, ¢ vastsums
of money wera collected by forcibie con-
tributions, and laid out in ministering
to the amusements of the people: the
services provided, games and spectacles
and theatrical entertainnients, in which
troops of singers and dancers displayed
their mnusical skill and performed their
evolutions.”” 'Where is Rome, theonce
mistress of the world? And where is
that ¢ exceeding great city, N.neveh 2—
the capital of the Assyrian empire,which
wus three days journey’’—or 60 miles in
circumference,—and which bad ¢* more

than six score thousand persons (120,- P

000) that could not discern between their
right hand and their lelt hand.”” Infact,
where are all the great places of ancient
times, whose mha%itants revelled iniux-
urious impiety. despotism, and almost
every species of moral ignorance? And
if we turn to many of the countries of
note of the present day, tnd ask where-
in does that weaknessand imbecility lie,
which continues to cause 50 much blood-
shed and so many wars and internal
broils and revolutions? the answer will
invariably be found 1 the want of mo-
rul and intellectuul education, which,
when combined, is power indesd.

It is not the morality ot Grecce and
Rome, or any of tho ones benighted and
now almost extinet countries ot untigui-
ty ; nor yet the morality of the lifless

and tottering nations of the present day,
~—it 1¢ not the morality of those chiefs
and sepoys of Tndia, whose unparalleled
acts of bloodshed and murder haye so
hornfied sveiety : but is is the morality
of the Bible, and that alone, that must
pervade our schools and public institu-
tions. 1In advocating this view of the
subject of moral education, we do not
mean that any one particular creed or
code of peculiar doctrines shall be ferced
upon the children, or even taught, who
may not desire it; nor do we believe
that a system of proselytizing should be
allowed in the public schools and hitera-
ry institutions of the country. What
we hold to be right is; let the Bible be
read in the pavish schools, without note
or comment, by all children whose pa-
rents or guardians do not forbid 1t.—
'I'he parents who forbid, or even do not
inculeate the use of the seriptures among
their offspring,must be ignorant indeed of
their only safeguard against depravity.
And as to the doctrine frequently urged,
that, because children sometimes laugh
orery with the Bible in hand-—profane-
ing, a8 some say, its sacred character,—
its use should be abandoned entirely ;
we eannot see any force in this view of
the subject : but, om the contrary, we
admit that the scriptures should be used
with reverence and vencration to its Di-
vine author, and it is the duty of parents
and teachers to inculeats a solemn re- -
gard for the doctrines of the Bibleamong
those under their churge; still, because
tleir offorts may sometimes partially
fail to secure this result, it wﬂ? not do
to abandon this only sure path to pros-’
erity und happiness. Because the mo-
rality of the Bible has even beenopposed,
spurned, and scoffed at, and its votaries
shamcfully and cruelly put to death by
an unbelieving and infidel world, it isno
renson that its moral precepts should he
discarded from our institutions of educe-
tion. The idea is too preposterous to
be entertained for a moment by an en-
hightened people: & people who can
safely say that all the light and liberty
they possess bos been gained by a diffu-
sion of the spirit of Christianity breathed
forth on every page of the bible. ‘
Knowledge is not virtue, nor does it
always lead to good morals: but it is
certainly fer more favorable to anad:
vanced state of morals than ignorancs ;
and yet we seem to think that all that is
necessary to the education of the young



