
20 ISABElà LEICESTER.

They may be thére already, for all I k-now. It was laist Sun-
day Sir John told papa they were coming.1ý

At this moment Charles Ashton, with Ada and Lucy Horning-
ton, emerged from. a bridle path through the woods that separated

Elm. Grove from. Ashton Par&. Greetings were warmly exchanged,
and then amid a cross-fire of questions and small talk, they pro-

ceeded to, the bouse where they found Mrs. Mornington and Lady
Ashton. The latter insisted upon the young ladies and Everard

returning- with them to, spend a few days at the Park.

habel declined to accompany *theni. At which, Lucy fairly
shed tears, and every one.seerned .so inuch annoyed, that she
finally consented.

Her position of friend and governess combined, wheu alone, was
pleasant enough; but with strangers, of coufse, she was still only

Mrs. Arlington's goyerness, and was treated aceordingly. That
is, when it was known; as people at first did not usually suppose

that the beautiful and attractive Miss Leicester was only the
governew. And Isabel was sometimes amusedy as well as annoyed,

to find people who haïd been very friendly, cool off perqýptib1y.
This she attributed to the circumstance that she was only the
governess.' Lady Ashton, -especially, haabeen very anxious to
be . introduced to that Il charming Miss Leicester and Isabel

had afterwards heard her sayinop to, a friend well you surprise
rae! So she is 1 ouly the governess,' and yet has the air of a

iprincess. I'm sure I fhought she was 1 somebody.' But then,
.yotL know, there are persons who don"t seem to know their proper
place." AU this had made Isabel cold and reserved in company;
for herhigh spirit could ill brook -the slights and patronising airs
of those who in other days would have been glad of her acquaint-
ance.

Thus Isabel was deemed haughty anil cold few, if any,
perceiving- that this cold reserve was assumed to bide how deeply

theie things wounded her too sensitive feelings. So it was vith
mgire pain thau pleasure that she made one of the piity to, Ashton
Park, h&ving a presentimept that vexation and annoyance would
be the result; as she was quite sure that it was -only to, please Ada,
that Lady Ashton had iùcluded her in the *nv*tation. -

Nor did it tend to dkTerse these gloomy appréhensions, when
Isabel found that the room, a&4,crned her was at the extreme end


