ly wonld beslmost pricelessto those whe
b distressing complaint; butfortu-
notend here,and thoss

p many ways that they
b without ‘But after allsick head

pe of 50 many lives that here is where
onr:nﬁbout. Our pillscureit while
0 DO
Little Liver Pillssre very smail and
to take. Onear twognhmch. dose.
striotly vegetable and éo not gripe o®
ut by their gentle action please all who
b, Invialsat25cents; fivefor$l.
Eists everywhere, or sent by

RTER MEDICINE CO., New York.
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B. 0. STEAM DYE WORKS.

141 Yates St., Victoria.

jes’ and Gents’ garments and
hold furnishings cleaned. dyed or
pd eqhal to new.

hnd Tacoma should' not, for instance,
bresented by boats ofthe same class
ze, and there is no reason why the,
of one of the boroughs of New Lork.
i be given to a cruiser that is about
{mes as great as the ome which bears
ame of Chicago,.

e s
AGES OF GRREAT MEN.

sreit man does not always attain a
old. age; in fact, hardly half of the
est men of modern: and ancient
s have reached that limit of age set
he Bible—70. Among statesmen:
bean was 42, Pitt 47, Oaesar 65,
elien 57, Cromwell. 59; - Washington
Charlemagne 71, Frederick the-
t 74, Disraeli 75, Augustus 76, Bis-
k 83, Talleyrand:84: Of great con-
ors, Alexinder the Great:died at 32,
oleon at 51, Hannibal at 63, Themis-
s at 65, Marius‘at 71, Marlborough
P, Tilly at 72, Bleucher at 76, Berna-
e at 80, Wellington at 83, Xenophone
6, Moltke at 91. The age of the de-
e of philosophers was: Spinoza 44,
artes D3, Hegel 61, Aristotle 62,
ates 068, Liebnitz 70, Linnaeus 70,
erhicus 70, Galileo 78, 'Kant 79,
o 82, Newton 84, Hlumboldt 89, 'The
evity of great writers and poets is as:
bws: Byron 36, Schiller 45, Moliere
Virgil 51, Shakespeare 52, Dante 56,
kens 57, Horace 57, Racine 59, Scott
Milton 65. Cervantes 68, Aeschylus:
Rabelais 70, Petrarch 70, Euripides
Corneille 78, Victor Hugo 83, Goethe
Voltaire 84, Sophocles 90.. To
hters death eame at the ages stated:
hael 87, Corregio 40, Van Dyk 42,
Ibein 57, Velasquez 61, Rembrandt 63,
ibens 61, Michelangelo 89, Titian 99
sicians died at these ages: Schubert
Mozart 35, Mendelssohn 38, Chopin
Weber 39, Sehumann 41, Beethoven
Bach 65, Palestrina 70, Spohr TS,
hndel 75, Haydn 77. And fonr great
gious leaders died at these .ages:
Ivin at 54, Mohammed at 62, Luther
66, Confueims at 71.
RS R U

‘B, C. SHARPSHOOTERS,

b the Editer of the Colonist:

Bir: Every day brings news of the ter-

e -fighting that is taking place between
e British and the Boers. Every report
es accounts of the excellent marksman-
ip- displayed by our enemy. .Why mot
it ‘men against him that are his equa!
ther as shots, horseman or mountaineers?
et permission from the Imperial author-
es to muster, say, 250 British Colum-
ans, to be officered by civilians if pos-
ble, if not, by army officers, men who-
hve been raised in the mountains and
andled firearms since they were barely
ble to walk. Being excellent shots and
ood judges of distance over rough ground,
m them with modern firearms, the best
he market offers, put them against the
oers on anything like equal footing., and
heir shooting would turn Uom FPaul green
ith envy. Mount them, for as
heir equals cannot be found in the Brit-
kh domains.,  If such a forée wownld be al-

owed to go they would acguit themsslves

vith honor to British Columibia, and would
e indispensible as scouts or sharpshooters
o the’ army now operating in South Africa.

ey PATRIOE .

S

scouts’

(an 'Editiot’.
Egg Island Light
- Again in Order.

Keeper Brown Too lil to Attend
to Apparatus Returns
to V]ctoth. o i

The Dr'ead,,l!ulit;nié‘, Plague st
Honolulu Alarms Coast .
" Quarantine Officlals.

D. G. 8. Quadra returned yesterday
evening from her Christmas visit to Egg
island te investigate the cause of the
non-working of Egg island light. Upon
arrival at the island the illness of light-
keeper Brown was found to be the rea-
son, he being too weak to wind the re-
volving apparatus up; and as he desired
to be taken to Victoria for medical treat-
ment he ‘was, with his little child, taken
aboard i:h:ﬁh foe ’l‘h“l(i‘gh‘t new h‘li:
keeper ins e was agal
shown with its accustomed brilliancy an
revolutions on the might of
jaum;{ was fine and
Egg island all that could be desir but
homeward very wintry weather was ex-
gerienced, strong gales and snow. Light-

eeper Brown has a sad charge to make
against some. captains in the northern
trade. 'The lightkeeper says he had his
ensign hoisted, union down, at the light-
house for some days before the arrival
of the Quadra, and though several steam-
ers passed, when the sea was smooth
enough to land, and one steamer came
very close and whistled, yet none would
send a boat, in the cause of humanity,
to make amy enquiriés as to the signal
of distress. ° 4

3

THE DREAD BUBONIC PLAGUE.

Increased Vigilence on the Part of the
Local Quarantine Officials.

The breaking out of the bubonic plague
in Honomlu will mecessitate increased
vigilance on the part of the quarantine
officials at this port, and the San Fran-
cisco liners, which have hitherto been
admitted on bills of health issued at San

' Francisce, may likely be required to pass

the in tion of, the Victoria quarautine
oﬂicer,'%:. Watt. Hvery precaution has
been taken at San Francisco to keep out
the dread disease at that port. The
transports Centennial _and . Newport
which arrived the other d:g from nila
were ug fumigated and detaimed
at the quarantine station at Angel is-
land for some time. <The steamer Gaelic
on her arrival from Honolulu was also
put through a rigorous inspection. News
from reliable sources, from the Orient,
states that the disease is prevalent in
China and Japan to an unusual extent,
and that officers at Manila have taken
precautions to prevent the plague from
ng foothold there. News from Bom-
ay is to the effect that the ‘plague is
still rampant in Irdia, and in view of
this the authorities in this city and
at every port on the Pacific Coast
take strenuons precautions. to prevent
the introduction of the bubenic plague
: 5 d

PEL CUET TG Rl Y o e ETEES
NEW E NOME ROUTE.

White Paes.& Yukon Railroad Planaing
to Sell Through Tickets.

A plan for the sale of through tickets
from Seattle to Cape Nome, by way of
the (White Pass & Yukon and river
steamer route, is being formulated by
the railway company, says the -In-
telligencer. For some time the matter
has been mnder consideration, but Gen-
eral Manager Hawkins is not yet ready
to give details of the project. It in-
volves a traffic arrangement with the
river lmes, and this has not been con-
summated, though there is every indi-
cation that it will be in the mear future.

The péubﬂiﬁé; are that patrons will
be given the choice of two routes, one
by the river as far as ‘Nulato, thence
port: ‘aeross to Norton bay, there
taking 4l steamers to Nome;
and the other the full length of the river
and through Behring sea to
district, constitnting an all-water route,
save the forty-three-mile stretch of rail-
road between Skagway and Lake Ben-
nett. - :

e i————————————

. THEOBALD SOLD.

Purchased by the Laconner Transporta-
tion OQompany of Seattle Yesterday.

The ‘bark Theobald, which has been
dergoing rs at Esquimalt for

un :
' some time past, yesterday became .the

property of the Laconner MTransportation
Company, of Seattle, a company oom-
posed of the owners of  the schooner
Hera, which was destroyed by fire off
Clayoquot sound. Mr. E. W, Shirk, who
was on board the Hera when ehe took’
fire, and-Joshua Green, also of Seattle,
came over yesterday to take over the
vessel, she having been transferred to
them by John Rosenfeldt, of San Fran-
_cisco, the former owner. The price paid
has not been. made public, e bark
will be engaged in the coal trade be-
tween Oyster Bay and San Francisco
during the winter, and in the spring will
take a eargo to Cape Nome.  Captain
Cameron will continue in command.

'L ARGEST PLANT IN THE WORLD.

“The largest plant in'the world,” said an
eminent natuoralist to the writer the other
day, ‘is probably a gigantic seaweed,
known as the ‘mereocytis,’” which frequently
grows to a height of more than 300 feet.
The stem of the plant is as strong as au
ordinary rope, and large gnantities of it
are dried and used as rope by the inhab-
itants of the South Sea islands, where the
curfous vegetable ropes are found. . This
seaweed usually grows to a depth of from
200 to 300 feet. As soon as the plant takes
root a spear-shaped balloon is formed,
which grows with the stem toward the sur-
face of the centre. This balloon frequent-
iy has a dlameter of six feet or more. It
has, of course, an upward tendency, and
therefore keeps the stem growing unti
it floats on the top of the water. This en-
ormous weed grows in such quantities that
large meadow!ike islands are formed, which
are often so big as to impede navigation.
The ropes made fromr the stems of the plant
are used for buiflding purposes, and the
balicons, when dried, make very serviceable
vessels,—Washington Star.

PALE WEAK GIRLS, fl
Many 8 pale, weak school girl, suffering
the evil effects of an exhausted nervous
syrtem, anfl thin, watery blood. been
fully restored to the vigor and buoyancy q!
robust health, 'H n-lnf Dr..A. W, Chape’
Nerve Food. e healthful t|§‘low on, the
cheek and the bright e eye tell of

‘| Elizabe

- quired  signatures for the

{ wenlth of the province,

To Light Esquimalt.—The proyincial
government has ordered the. installation
of two. electric lights in Hsquimalt, to
show the way from the street railway
terminus to the landing.

o

‘Wide Tires.—An effort is to be made
at the coming session of the legislature
to introduce an smendment to the Muni-
cipal act, méking it compulsory to have
{g:r-i_:;ch tires on all freight wagons in

city.

P L

Ready for Seryvice.—Col. J. C. Ran-
dolph, a retired British cavalry officer,
who has been sojourning in British

{ Columbia for a year past, returned yes-

terday from a visit to Sfmwnigan lake

{and will leave shortly for England, being

anxious to take a hand in the war in
South Africa.

——

Golden Wedding.—Mr, and Mrs. Wil-
liam Cook, of Carey road, Saanich dis-
trict, will celebrate their golden wedding
on New Year’s day. Mr. Cook and wife
are among the oldest pioneers here, hav-
ing arrived
1851. As far as Mr. Cook knows, he,
‘his wife and Mr. Joseph McKay are the
only persons now living in Victoria who
came on the first irip of the Beaver.
Mr. Cook was for a number of years in
the emiploy of the Hudson’s Bay Com-

d pany.

{ e )

 Ohristmas Entertainments.—Yesterday
evening there were three more Christ-’
mas entertainments for the special pleas-
ure of the young folks, the Sunday
school children of the Vietoria West
Prebyterian church enjoying their annual
treat, St. Columba’s Presbyterian church
at Oak Bay holding a similar affair, add
Miss Merritt, who has done 8o much for
the Deaf and Dumb Institute, organized
throngh her efforts, attending to the
wants of her youthful wards at a very
successful social in the A. O. U. W. hall,

A A R

Teachers’ Salaries.—At their meeting
on Thursday the board of school trus-
tees only partly completed the work of
reyisinﬁl the salaries of the teachers to
brmnf them to the standard fixed by the
regulations. Another meeting will be held
next week to complete the work. Here-
tofore the revision of the salaries has
been left to the mew board, but this
term the trustees have in contemplation
the submission .of the estimate for the
coming year befors their retirement and
in consequence the salary question must
first be settled.

e

Died in Boston.—fhe death occurred
in Boston, Mass., yesterday of Mrs? L.
M. Starr, for a number of years a resi-
dent of Victoria. ‘The sad news came in
a telegram to Dr. J. D. Helmcken. Mrs,
Starr first to Vietoria years ago,
crossing the plains and mountains, not
in comfortable railway coaches, but in a
cumbersome wa%n. being one of the

rty who came West with the Hon. Dr.
. 8. Helmcken upon his return from a
visit to the Bast. = She married Capt.
Starr, a Portland banker, who also oper-
ated a line of steamers between Olympia
and Vietoria, the George E. Starr being
one of the fleet. During the past few
years Mrs. Starr paid occasional visits
to Vietoria. Two sons survive her.

e e
Lost Two Wives.—Peter N. Brem-
meyer, at present a visifor to Victoria,
has lots of trouble on his hands. Last
week he obtained a divorce from his wife
at Seattle, where the law is the same as
in British Columbia, and the decreé can-
not be made absolufe ' for six months.
‘But Mr. Bremmeyer wanted to marry
th Clair Stephens, a 19-year-old
school ‘mistress of Seattle, and she want-
ed to mrg him, without waiting six
months. So they came to Victoria and
were married by the Rev. Mr. Miller.
The next day the girl's mothér arrived in
Victoria, and with the assistance of Offi-
cer Murray, of the provincial police,
located her daughter and the daughter’s
husband in a lodging house on Pandora
street,  The daughter returned to Seattle
and Mr. Bremmeyer may be said to have
lost. two wives within two weeks,

Failed to Combine.—The
. Faile mbine.—The proposed com-
bine of British Columbia salmon can-
ners has fallen through, at least for the
present, Negotiations had reached the
point where the final papers only re-

3 ayment of
the purchase price of $1, ,000, when
the canners refused to accede to ceér-
tain stipulations of the New York capi-
talists who were interested in the pro-
posed combine, These American capi-
talists made the purchase conditional
upon: their having a controlling interest
in the stock of the combine, 45 per cent.
of which was to be retained by the can-
ners. Instead of this combination of the
66 canneries in British Columbia, 46 o*
which are on the Fraser river and 20
on the Skeena river, it is now
to form what are tﬁmcﬁcaﬂy a score of
smaller pombines, re¢ of four canneries
pooling issues and being conducted under
one management. These 20 pools, while
operating independently as to manage-
ment, will probably act as a unit regard-
ing prices and matters of mutual
interest. $

—

The Patriotic: View.—In transmitting
to the provincial mineralogist, Mr. Rob-
ertson, some - $150.00 worth of fine
placer specimens for the British Cohum-
bia exhibit _at the Paris exposition,
Manager J. B. Hobson of the Cariboo
Consolidated Mining Oo. says: “Since
the samples are intended for the provin-
cial- mining exhibit at the Paris exposi-
tion, there will be no charge made for
them, We present them with the com-
pliments of the company, and hope they
may be of assistance in directing the at-
tention of the public to_the mineral
I consider it
the duty of every miner, mine owner and
person interested in the development ot
the ‘mineral wealth of this province to
contiuue to contribute specimens and
miueral samples for the provinical ex-
hibit, which I-trust will be a.creditable
one” If all mine owners or managers
wouid do ss Mr. Hobson has donme, it
could hardly help being so. it is
there ars about 100 specimens of British
Columbia placers alome, taken from vari-
ous creeks in all parts ‘of the province.

e

THE PANAMA DITCH.

Trenton, N.J., Dec. 27.—The Panama
 Canal Company of America, with an
organized capital of $30,000,000, was
incorporated here to-day, The object of
the eompany as shown by the articles of
incorporation is to acquire by purchase
the ship canal of the Compagnie Nou-
velle du Oanal de Panama and the rail-
way across the Isthmus of Panama;
also to construct, equip and operate said
canal and railway, and the various em-
terprises connected therewith.

R S

GOLD SHIPMENTS,

D

New York, Der. 28.—Wall Street esti-
mates of next Saturddy’s gold engage-
ments place the amount at $3,000,000.
Supt. Mason of the assay office has not
yeét been instructed to furnish bars for
export at less than one-tenth of one per
cent. premium, so nothing but coin will,

in
the building up P! ““whieh is taking
place in the body, e

it is thought, be shipped from this city.

on the steamer Beaver in.

LOCAL NEWS.  [City’s Health

Is Very Good.

Annual Reports Submitted to
the Board of Health
Yesterday.

Unsanitary (Zondlﬂon of the
_Indian Reserve the Subject
: of Discussion.

A meeting of the municipal board of
health was held yesterday morning at
the city ball. Mayor Redfern, who pre-
sided, explained that the faet that the
city had a clean bill of health during the
year, ag far ae contagious diseases were
conecerned, accounted for there not hav-
ing been more meetings of the board.
Yesterday’s meéting was a very short
one, the reports of the medical health
officer and sanitary officer being received
and adopted, some desultory discussion
following. The reports were very satie-
factory, showing the death rate to be
one of the lowest in years. The medical
health officer’s report follpws:

Victoria, December ;23, 1809.
To I:hecljocal Board of Kealth, Vietoria,

Gentlemen: During the past year Victoria
has been unusually free from econtagious
Fdiseases. In the spring a mild form of
measles was very prevalent, and this au-
tomn there were a few cases of measles
and chicken pox. Only two cases of scarlet
fever and one of diphtheria were reported.
I am unable to state the number of cases
of typhoid, as they were not all reported,
Most of the latter came from canneries,
mining camps, and places outside of the
city. At present there are no quarantiu-
able diseases in Victoria.

The isolation hospital, though little used,
was kept in constant readiness to recelve
any cases of confagion that might occur.
During the yecar one case of diphtheria,
one of scarlet fever, one of erysipelas, and
two of measles were treated at the hos-
pital. Five suspects entered the hospitat
for detention and disinfection. A For-
maldehyde disinfecting machine and a
stock of Formaldehyde- solution for disin-
fection has been purchased. We are now
able to disinfect dwellings, clothing, fur-
niture, etc., without destroying or imjuring
anything.

I paid five visits to the leper colony on
Darcey Island. There are at present five
patients, all Chinese, Two deaths occurred
during the year, There were no new cases,
On the night é6f June 15, by the extemsion
of a bush fire, the east wing of the build-
ing occupied by the lepers was burned com-
pletely, ' One of the inmates, Lim Sam, of
Victoria, was burned to death. Fortunate-
ly, there still remained plenty of buildings
to comfortably house all the patients, and
as the supplies were not all destroyed no
real , privation was experienced. On re-
ceipt of the news of the fire, I at once visit-
ed the island with a complete stock of food,
clothing, utensils, furniture, etc., to replace
the articles lost. This lazaretto is now in
a truly deplorable condition. Only one man
is comfortably able to work. Two of them
are quite helpless and depend for wood,
fire, nursing and attendance on the feeble
efforts of the others, The time has now,
arrived when some steps must be taken to
provide for the proper care of theése unfor-
tunates, ' Having failed to get the federal
government to care for them, an effort
should be made to get the local government
to do it, :

Considerable progress has been made with
sewer connections, though a great many
buildings are not yet connected. Re sewers,
cess pits, nuisances, etc.,, I may state that
no amount of legislation or compulsion
will be successful without the intelligent
co-operation of our' citizens. In too many
ingtances the sanitary inspector findg that
a man will spend more money in legal
costs in fighting a clanse in the Health,
Sewer, or Wash House By-law sthan it
would have cost to put his premises in con-
dition to comply with the law, In this
eonnection I would respectfully r d
that:

(a) The city do Its own scavenging.

(b) The law be so amended as to provide
a fine for plumbers connecting closets with
surface drains.

(¢) No cess pits be permitted within the
clty limits, ; bk
I would also suggest that the care of the
morgue be placed in the hands of the sani-
tary Inspector. .

I desire to testify to the ready assistance
in the performance of my duties I have re-
ceived throughout the year from the'mayor
and council, the members of the medical
profession, the public school teachers and
the police.

Appended is a list of deaths for the year,

the data at hand will permit.
I have the honor to be, etc.,
R. L. FRASER, M.D.,
Med, Health Officer.

Gastro—Intestinal Diseases.—Peretonitis,
8: gastric unlcer, 1; appendicitis, 3.
Nervous Diseases.—Apoplexy, 8; cerebral
abscess, 2; myelitis, 1; cerebral softening,
2; paralysis, 3; cerebo-spinal meningitis, 6.
Zymotic Diseases.—Cholera infantum, 5;
typhoid fever, 1; berri berri, 2.

piratory —P i 14;
bronchitis, 3.

Kidney Diseases.—Chronic nephritls, 11;
diabetes, 1; uraemia, 2; pyonephrosis, 1.
Hepatic  Diseases.—Cirrhosls, 4; gall
stones, 1.

- Circulatory Diseases,—Hemorrhage, 2; em-
bolus, 1; heart disease, 18; aneurism, 3;
ulcerative endocarditis, 1.

Other Causes.—Delirium tremens, 1; shoek
from burn, 2; abscess, 1; senile gangrene,
2: senile debility, 8; pyosalpinx, 2; scorbu-
tus, 1; cancer, 18; tuberculosls, (all forms),
84; Chinese (not certified,) 22; still born, 14;
chronfe: alcoholism, 1; no cause given, 5.

Total, 210. Estimating the population at
26,000, the death ratio for 1899 was 8.07
per 1,000.

The usual discussion followed on the
care of the lepers at Darcey island, it
being pointed out that it was very unfair
to saddle the city of Victoria with four-
fifths of the cost simply because th_e
Chinamen entered the Dominion at this
port. . Dr. Fraser also stated that it
would soon be necessary to provide an
attendant, although since his last visit a
young Ohinaman in the first stages of
the disease had been sent there. The
doctor also gave some information of
the disease, which he stated was not
contagions in the ordinary acceptation
of the term, neither was it hereditary.
A person might live on the island and
attend the patients without contracting
the disease, but again i their health or
the climatic conditions or environments
were suitable to the propagation of the
germs they would fall vietims to it.

The question of turning the civie isola-
tion hospital over to the directors of the
Jubilee hospital was also discussed,
Mayor Redfern and Ald. Humphrey ex-

.| pressing themselves as strongly opposed

to such a move, as the cost of mainten-

ance would be greater than at present,
It was stated by Dr. Fraser that the

hospital directors were desirous of hav-

{ter to

| with .their caunses.. This is as complete as

The sanitary offieér’s report follows:
. Yietoria, December 26, 1809.
To His Worship the Mayor and Board of
Health:

Gentlemen: I beg to submit my Treport
for the year ending December 31, 1899,

I was appointed sanitary inspector on
June 1, 1899, There were 144 complaints
received by my predecessor, and 183 by
myself, which I attended tv. I serves 115
written notices to abate nuisances, all of
which have been sbated.

I cauged eleven householders to have their
closets disconnected from the surface
drains, twelve cess pits have been cleaned
out and filled in, I disinfected 6 rooms
(13,400, cuble feet); made regular visits to
night soil tank on Cook street, which is
giving every satisfaction.

In my spare time I vigited slaughter
houses, fish markets, public wharves, and
Chinese hospital.

I.made many visits through the slums
of Chinatown, and can say of the latter,
though stil far from _ sanitary, it s in-
finitely better than it was in former years.
The greatest evil I find in the plumbing
and the most difficult to get them to put
in a sanitary condition.

The present method of flushing the sur-
face drains Is expemsive, and at the same
time is far from being satistactory.: I
would recommend them to be flushed direct
from the water mains; one man could do
the work In a week. By the present meth-
od, it takes four men, & horse and cart and
900 feet of hose per month,

All gurface drains with outlets on the
beaches should be carried out by a box to
low water.
I wish to draw the attention of your
honorable body to the nusanitary condition
of the Indian reserve, within the city lim-
its, 1 cannot use strong enough language
to express my opinion of it.. There is no
pretence whatever to keep it in a sanitary
condition, and in the summer time, when
there is always a number of Indians coming
in, betwixt stagnant water and filth it
would be bad emough ten miles from Vie-
toria.
1 am, gentlemen, your obedient gervant,
JAMBES WILSON,
Sanitary Inspector.

Dr. Fraser said that the Indian re-
serve as it existed without any sanitary
arrangements, was 4 menace to the city,
and the board decided to ask the Indian
department to do something. in the mat-
ter. 'The balance of the reéport was
recommended to the council of 1900.
The question of tainted turkeys being
brought from the Bast was referred to
by Ald. Beckwith. It was explained
that the turkeys, which had spoiled so
many Christmas dinners in Vancouver,
had come out in a car, the refrigerating
apparatus of which did not work well.
Ald. MacGregor asked if fish which
were allowed to remain on a fish stand
for several days with water running over
them were fit for foud, Dr. Fraser hav-
ing replied that the flesh was not thereby
injured, the board rose.

A * % %
After the board of health meeting,
Mayor Redfern was waited on by the
executive committee of the Jubilee hospi-
tal, consisting of the president, Mr. H.
D. Helmcken, and Messrs. T. S8hotbolt,
Joshua Davies and F. Elworthy, secre-
tary. ‘They pressed the proposal that
the isolation hospital should be managed
by the directors of the Jubilee hospital,
but the Mayor replied that he did not
think that would be favored by the
council. The committee also urged the
necessity of further financial aid  to
provide additional accommodation, in-
cluding a ward for the temporarily in-
sané. The argnments advianced were
the same as those aced before the
government, The Mayor advised the
committee to place their wants in writ-
ing and submit them to the incoming
council.

COMPLIMENT TO OOL. PRIOR.

From the Canadian Military Gazette.

It is to be hoped the recent transfer
of Lieut-Col. the Hon. E. G. Prior from
the command of the 5th Regt. Canadian
Artillery (due to the transformatiom of
the 2nd Batn. of his regiment into the
6th Batn. of Rifles) to the Unattached
List, in no way means the loss to our
force of this ‘able and popular officer.
Our militia has none too many of his
type of genial, whole-souled enthusiastic
soldiers who combine public duties in the
National Legislature with those of our
aativ_e defensiye organization, and we
can ill afford to lose the services of an
officer who mot, pnly brought his late
regiment to a ‘very high state of effi-
ciency, but has upon many oceasions, in
the House of Commons and elsewhere,
rendered valuable aid to the militia-as a
whole. In the mobilization schemes for
the Pacific and Prairie Provinces we
hope to see Lieut.~Col. Prior’s name not
forgotten or overlooked. A good officer
should never be lost to our force—we
have not a single one too many.
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NEW SKATING RECORDS.

Minneéapolis, Mirn,, Dec. 28.—The fast-
est skating ever done in the world for
half a mile and a quarter mile straight-
away was accomplished to-day on Lake
Minnetonka mear this city. Norval
Baptie of Bathgate, N.D., lowered the
quarter mile record of 311 seconds made
by John 8. Johmson to 28 1-5 seconds.
After a rest of 20 minutes Baptie start-
ed for the.half mile record of Joe Dono-
hue of New York and Olaf Rudd, of
Minnesota and lowered it from 1:052-5
to 1:002-5. The records are official and
made under the auspices of the Excelsior
Ice Yacht Club,

One in Seven Dies.
#of Corsumption.

And Consamption Begins with a Cold that
Could Be Cured by Dr. Chase’s Syrup
of Liaseed and Turpentine.

That one in every seven persons dies of
copsumption is proven by government
statistics, and when it is remembered that
it 1s usually the young man and young
woman who succumb to the effects of this
terribly fatal disease, the ravages of con-
sumption are more fully realized.
Consumption always begins with a neg-
lected cold, and how dreadful must be the
misery of every mother whose dear ones fall
prey to this monster as a result of mother’s
neglect to cure the cold.
It is rarely that consumption is ever
cured; but it can always be prevented by a
timely use of Dr. Chase’s Syrup of Linseed
and Turpentine, the most popular and far-
famed remedy for throat and lung diseases.
Dr. Chase’s Syrup of Linseed and Tur-
pentine is composed of the best ingredients
ever used for coughs and colds. Tt is
pleasant to take, prompt in its action, and
a positive cure for croup, bronchitis,
whooping = cough, sore throat, hoarseness,
asthma and coughs and colds of every des-
cription.

25¢. a large bottle at all dealers, or Ed-
manson, Bates & Co., Torente.
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G. Koenig, of the Shawnigan Lake

sing the isolatiom hospital so that there
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Fighting Blood
Of the West.

Men on the Force Now
Being Enlisted.

Said to Be Just the Stamp Re-
quired for Service in}
South Africa.

From the Winnipeg Tribune,

“If anyone had told me a year ago
that we would be by this time sending
troops to fight for the honor of the Brit-
ish Empire,” said a citizen recently, bag
would have langhed at the idea, but his-
tory is made at a very rapid rate these
days, and it is hard to say what another
year may bring forth. I am glad to see
that in her eagemess to spring to the
defence of the Empire, Canada is hold-
ing her position as the foremost colony
of the British crown.

The sentiment expressed in these words
seems to the prevailing epirit of
everyone who expresses any opinion on
the subject, and those who do mot ex-
press opinions breathing a epirit of mar-
tial ardor are very few and far between.
The spirit of the ancient wars is in the
air, and the ordinary peaceful citizen is
apparently intoxicated thereby. The
news of disafter to the British arms, far
from causing a feeling of despondency,
has aroused the sturdy Saxon blood of
Canada to the fighting pitch, and from
sea to sea an intense wave of loyalty to
the Queen and the British nation has
swept, unchecked by any selfish motive.
Especially is this the case in Winnipeg,
where the popumlation is so largely of
English, Scotch and Irish extraction:
The sending of the first contingent was
a gratification to the pride of the nation,
which felt that Canada would be ably
represented in the difficulties and assured
uitimate trinmph of the Empire. This
feeling has been further gratified by the
call for the second contingent, and the
enthusiasm is greater than ever.

“There is not the glightest doubt,”
said an ex-officer of Major Steele’s
seonts, in discussing the situation, “ that
Western Canada slone counld send out at
Jeast 1,000 men well adapted to the mili-
tary service in South Africa, and I be-
lieve fully better than many corps in the
regular British army. The great ad-
vantage among the colonial troops, es-
ially those of our Western plains, is
their perfect mobility. They may mot
be trained machines as we see in
crack corps of the aymy when they are
drawn up for parade, but for the
thousand and one duties to be per-
formed in modern war, from rushing a
position to building . bridge, give me
the ordinary Western Canadian. They
are hardy, daring, cautious and capable
of using their own brains in time of
need. Moreover, to be on the constant
Jookout seems to be a second nature, a:nd
it is impossible to catch them napping
or take them by eurprise. They are
consequently invaluable as scouts. q
ve actions in the Sioux In-
dian wars on the American plains, and
have served under Major Steele in the
campaign of 1885, and my admiration
for the rough and ready riders of the
plains is founded on plenty of experience.
In my opinion the proper man to com-
mand the mounted foree is Major Steele.
He is not a personal friend of mine any
more than the other officers who have
been named, but from a wholly impartial
standpoint I believe him to be the man

| best adapted to lead Canada’s scouts in

the Transvaal. He made a name for
himself in 1885, and was the idol of the
troops in Yukon. He is the only officer
who has ‘had extensive experience
handling Canadian troops in actual war-
fare, and has a'large degree of that
shrewdness, versatility and practical
horse sense which is far better than hay-
ing a head full of the moth-eaten
¢ strategies of war’ as learned honored

Boers are now busily engaged in knock-
ing into & cocked hat. If Major Steele
were to be appointed to the command,
although I am a married man with a
family, I would rell up my blanket and
go as a private, becanse T know the man
and would have perfect confidence in hie
ability as a leader.”

~ As to Canada’s capabilities in the mat-
ter of raising troops, the ‘opinions of a
large number of retired officers in this
city were ascertained by a Tribune re-
porter in personal conversatipm,
consensus of opinion among men well

qualified to jpdge is that at least 1,000

troops counld be sent from Manitoba and

the 'Territories alone. Major Chambre,

of the 90th Battalion, in speaking on the

subject, said;

“1 think the only difficulty that the

officers will experience in the matter will

be in pacifying those who are not suc-

cessful in getting enlisted. If all were

taken who have volunteered, Western

Canada would be sending more like five

thousand than five hundred troopers. As

an officer and a,Canadian I am proud of

the manner in which Canada has/acted‘

The troops being sent from Manitoba

have not their superior in the world as

seouts and light cavalry, and that is the

yery point where the British army is

weak. 1If the cowboys and policemen

of the Western prairies do not ferret the

Boers ont of their holes, then no other

troops need try, and if the British army

is led into traps with our men as scouts,

the Transvaal must be different from

any other country in the world.”

Capt. Peters, who will be remembered

as one of the veterans of the ign

of 1085, expressed himeself

pleased with the character of the troops

now being sent, and with the practieal

manner in which they are being enrolled.

“ There is no doubt,” said he, “of the

efficiency of the men, as there are ‘hund-

reds of old ecavalrymen and policemen

scattered thronghont the West, wanting

nothing better than a chance for a brush

with the Boers. They are without ex-

ception excellent riders and are accus-

tomed to taking in a- large range of

country, so that they can distinguish ob-
jects at a distance, where the ordinary

man would see nothing. They can rough

it in all kinds of weather and are accus-

tomed to act for themselves in an emer-

gency. This is a great and indispensable

characteristic of a scout, and one in

which most soldiers are sadly lacking,

being too dependent mpon their officers.

The spirit displayed will show to the

worh’iy that © the British Empire is a

unit.

Capt. Parry, of the 90th Battalion, has

expressed great eatisfaction with the

magnificent response which the call to

armg has received.  * The men who are

best fitted by all odds for cavalry service

among the volunteers of Canada arey
the rough riders of the Western plains.

They are mostly good marksmen and

can be relied upon to keep a cool head

in time of need. This is an indi ble
ouality in the ecout, and one which the

Cunadian soldier can be fully relied upon
to display. 'The best thing about the
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Western cowboy and policeman is that
they can stay in the saddle for hours at
a streteh without the least ineconvenience,

.and have been known to ride 90 miles

inside of 24 hours. 'That is, I believe,
an unprecedented feat. The horses are
as tough as the riders, and can live on
half nothing. This class of men and
horses is just what is wanted in Africa,
and Western Canada can well supply
thousands of them.” 4 3 :
Col, Scolbe, a gentleman well known
as an earnest student of military tactics,
is of the opinion that the force which
will leave for the scene of war will be
one of the most creditable in the British
army. He has seen much of the charac-
ter of the men who will compose the
force, and is well able to judge their
efliciency. The colonel has all along
contended that the British force was
weak in good scouting men, and ex-
e?es the opinion that the first contin-
should have bapn composed largely
qunted men for. this important duty.

He is confident that the ex-policemen
and rangers of the Western prairies are
specially well adapted to meeting the
Boers and beating them at their own

ame, ;

Capt. Mackie, of the 90th Battalion
staff, has volunteered to go on the
second contingent; and is delighted with.

the prospect of serving with the Western }-

men ¥ he is 'accepted. He has ex-
pressed the opinion that instead of 500,
ihe Western country could supply 5,006

.troops, and that they would be a credit

to Canada and a most efficient force for
the British army there can be no reason-
able doubt. = The ridera of the plains will
give & good account of themselves when
they are ordered to the front on the
veldt of South Africa.

) e
MBASURING EARTHQUAKES,

Twenty-three stations are now fitted for:
ascertaining and measuring the trembling

of the earth; but it is desirable, according |
to Engineering, that &4 central selsmological |

laboratory should be established, at which
earth movements could be recorded and
analyzed in relation to the corresponding
registers received from abroad.
Milne’s own station at Shide, Isle of Wight,
is still located in some dark and damp
stables, which have ruined some photo-
praphs, and are responsible for other mis-
chief, In spite of these difficulties, Profes-
sor milne has recorded during the past
year 103 earthquakes. Over 70 per cent. of
these records are repeated in the registers
of Kew; from 53 to 65 per cent, are com-
mon to Nicolaiev, Potsdam and Trieste;
and 56 per cent. to Vietoria, in British Col-
umbia.. From the time at which these dis-
turbances reach the varfous observatories
it. has been possible to locate the centres
from which they have originated. In many
instances these were shown to be sub-
oceanic; and while they give evidence of
-geological activity in ocean beds they prom-
ise to indicate localities which it would
be unwise to cross with cables. A curious
feature exhibited in a collection of results
of the same earthquake is that the large
waves may be less in amplitude at a sta-

‘tion near their origin than they are at sta-

tions more remote.

An earthquake originating in Japan, cross-
ing beneath the Pacific to Victoria, B.C..
may yleld a smaller 'diagram at that place
than the one obtained at double the dis-
tance in the Isle of Wight. In this latter
case the large waves swept over the free
surfaces of' two continents. The inference
is that oceans exert a damping influence
upon undulations of their beds. Mr. Miine,
referring to earthquake echoes, says that
as an earthquake dies it does so by a rhyth-
mical succession of similar movements,
which are more suggestive of surgings fol-
lowing reflections than of a spasmodic set-
tlement of disjointed strata. The first of
these surgings often appears abjut five
minutes after the chief shock, and this, but
on a continually decreasing scale, may be
repeated many times before the earth-
quake has ceased, Mr. Symons states that
earthquakes get a character fmpressed upon
them, so that we have something like a
postmark. Thus last year Mr. Milne cor-.
rectly predicted that an earthquake report
wired from Japan was wrong by twenty-
four hours. The colonial and war offices
have met the committee of the British as-
soclation, and different types of instru-
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“The Boers have sworn death to all

‘ments will be compared in the new central
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British Lsncers,” says a private letter
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