AGAIN MAYOR REDFERN

Victoria for Third Time Places Him
" Head of the Poll With a
Big Majority.
®

Four of Last Year’s Aldermen Will
Form. Part of This Year’s
Couneil.

That the people of Victoria have
aroused from their apathy to municipal
matters was amply shown yesterday in
the very large increase in the votes cast
for the candidates—the largest vote ever
cast in the city in a municipal election.
Last year 1,433 votes were polled for
mayor, while yesterday the number was
2,134, an increase of T01 votes. All
along the line. the same increase was
shown, and one of the noticeable features
was the large number .of the fair sex
who turned out to cast their ballots.
The friends of the candidates for
mayor were particularly active in the
fray, and Mayor Redfern’s majority of
569 was over 300 larger than that he
secured a year ago. Victoria’s city coun-
cil for the year 1899 will be:

MAYOR. it

C. E. Redfern, for third term.

ALDERMEN.

North Ward—John Kinsman, Thomas
A. Brydon and J. L. Beckwith.

Central Ward—R. T. Williams, Alex.
Stewart and J. E. Phillips.

South Ward—Charles Hayward, Capt.
Wallace Langley and William Humph-

rey.
SCHOOL TRUSTEES.

A. G. McCandless, Dr. Lewis Hall and
Mrs. Maria Grant.

A eomparison of the votes cast yester-
day and a year ago is an indication of
the way the Victoria ratepayer has at
last got roused from the apathy that for
so long was a reproach to the people.
The totals of the votes cast were as fol-

lows:
1899.
2,134
1,188
618

North Ward

Central Ward
South Ward 704
School Trustees 1,996

‘With all the hurry and rush to get the
voters to the polls, the utmost order pre-
vailed, and Mr. W. W. Northcott, the
returning officer, and his assistants car-
ried out the arrangements -admirably, so
that, with the exception of the trustee
vote, all the returns were known by 7
o’clock, and a little after 8 o’clock the
official declaration was made by the re-
turning officer. The result in the may-
oralty contest was very apparent after
the first couple of hundred votes were
counted, for Mr. Redfern started off
with a long lead, and held it to the end.
In North ward there was a good deal of
uncertainty as to who should be the
third alderman, Mr. Beckwith or Mr.
Bragg, and for a long time it looked as
if the last year’s alderman would be re-
turned. However, the new man made
a spurt at the end and won. In the
school trustee fight Mr. Hanna and Dr.
Hall seemed to be the choice for third
place, until the count had gone on for a
couple of hours, but finally Dr. Hall
forged to the front and took second place,
while Mr. Hanna finished fourth.

There are five of last year’s members
left in the. council—just half—so in their
case there will be that much talked of
‘ continuity of office which has been heard
of frequently of late on the public plat-
form.

THE MAYORALTY.

Charles B. Redfern. ..i.i......i isu 3
Walter Morris

Majority for Redfern 569
Vote polled, 2,134; spoiled ballots, 3.
Last year Mr. Redfern polled 868 votes,
and Mr. J. W. Carey 557; the total cast
then being 1,443. 4
BOARD OF ALDERMEN.

North Ward.

John Kinsman
J. L. Beckwith

E.
A. J. W, Bridgman..
Al, Humber ..

F¥. F. Raitt .. 13
Votes polled, 1,188; spoiled ballots,
Last year the total vote was 807, and of
this John Kinsman received 536; A. G.
McCandless, 512; M. Humber, 356; John
Macmillan, 325; E. Bragg, 239; J. C.

Blackett, 72.

Central Ward.
R. T. Williams
Alex. Stewart
J. E. Phillips ....

P. C. MacGregor .
EN Harrison
Vote polled, 618; spoiled ballots, 7.
year the vote polled was 497, of which J.
E. Phillips received 289; R. T. Williams,
281; P. C. MacGregor, 252; A. Stewart,
246; Louis Vigelius, 232,
South Ward.

, Charles Hayward ........ Wi s am sl . 430
Capt. Wallace Langley :
‘Wm. Humphrey

J. G. Tiarks ..

Vote polled, 704; spoiled ballots, 5.

Last year the total vete was 004, of which
John Hall received 339; 'Wm. Wilson, 331;
‘Wm. Humphrey, 20; and J. Gerhard
Tiarks, 274.

SCHOOL TRUSTEES.
A. G. McCandless
Dr. Lewis Hall

-1
479
Vote polled, 1,996; ballots spoiled, 17.
Last year the total vote cast was 1,352,
of which R. B. McMicking received 855:
Mrs, Helen Grant, 822; Wm. Marchant,735;
A. L. Belyea, 666; J. Stuart Yates, 655; and
Wm. McKay, 588.
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AFTER THE BATTLE.

Little Speeches Made to the Electors By
Victors and Vanquished.

‘When Returning Officer Northcott rose
to make known the results of the elee-
tion at 8 o’clock in the police court room
at the City hall, there was a crowd of
people that jammed the apartment to
overflowing, and although, of course, the
results was already known, there was a
tremendous burst of applause when May-
or Redfern’s name was read as head of
the city for the coming year. Speeches
followed the announcement of the re-
sults, and everybody who spoke, victors
and vanquished, made graceful liftle re-
ferences to their opponents, and, figura-
tively speaking, shook hands with them-
selves and the other fellows, too.

Mayor Redfern led off by saying that
words failed him in which to adequately
express his appreciation of the honor
done him by electing him mayor for a
third term, with the largest vote ever
cast in a mayoralty contest in the city.
He took it as an endorsement of his
policy in the past, and felt ¢orresponding-
Jy pleased. ' He had a good word for

for

gestion a round

ris was asked to

though put back
they would hear
future.

‘dermen-elect in
little say next.
the advancement

presentative for
brief, expressing

ed with approval
Mr. E. Bragg,

Mr. J. L. Beck

end of his term his course woul

Mr, Morris, and thanked that gentieman
the courteous way in which he had
carried on the campaign. i
thanks to the returning officer and his
assistants for the able way they had
carried out the day’s arrangements closed
the mayor’s remarks, and om his sug-

Well merited

of cheers was given

for Mr. Northcott,
The crowd followed this by cheers
for the new Mayor, and then Mr.

Mor-
speak.

Mr. Walter Morris was brief, his text
being that “brevity is the soul of wit.”
He thanked the returning officer for his
courtesy, and then with all his heart
thanked those who had voted for him.
He had come out on principle, and al-

was not defeated, for
from him again in the

He declared his side had scored
a great moral victory, a statement that
was received with cries of dissent.
Morris closed by shaking hands with
Mayor Redfern, and saying he was glad
that now everything was over that there
was not the least bad feeling between
himself and the Mayor.

Mr. John Brydon, one of the new al-

Mr.

North Ward. had his
‘It was a brief speech

of thanks, coupled with a hope that the
new council would all work together for

of ‘the city.

with, another new re-

North Ward, was also

the hope that at the
W-

by the people.

although defeated, took

this with equanimity, thanked those who
had voted for him, and philosophically
consoled himself for the fact that with
seven candidates and three places only
to fill four men had to be left.

to British | :
2’“ Columbia lead

the W
industry is being ham
the tariff legislation of S
owners are compelled to ship
their lead ores to American smelters for
reduction and refining. A ng of
134 cents a pound is levied, and this 11,
cents a %onnd is charged on all the lead,
though the smelter only pays for 90 per
cent. of the lead. The duty really amounts
to $33 a ton -on the I in the ores of
Canadian mines. In
by British Columbia miners to Americans
for the privilege of having its ores admitted
to the United States for treatment.. Be-
tween $800,000 and $900,000 will be paid
by the mine owners this year for a like
privilege.
“This immense revenue extracted from
Canadian industry does not find its way
to the treasury of the United States, for
the duty of 12 cents a pound is remitted,
or rather, never collected, when the lead
i§ re-exported from American smelters to
¢ither Canada or England. By this system
the Canadian mine owner is forced to sell
kis product for about $20 a ton. for the lead
contained in the ore. It is then taken over
to the United States, affords big profits to
American transportation and smelting com-
panies, afd large and profitable employ-
ment to American labor. And when that
is done the Canadian consumer buys back
nearly all this lead and pays from $60 to
a ton for it. This tremendous crushing

tax of $30 a ton should be abrogated. It is
crippling the mining industry of Canada
woefully. The silver-lead mining industry
of Canada if properly fostered will give
more employment, pay bigger wages and
enrich more people than the lumber, fishing
and sealing industries of the Dominion
combined. It is a far- more urgent and
important subject for a reciproecity arrange-
ment between Canada and the States than
ny other subject now under discussion

fore the joint high commission.

I cannot help noticing how completely

&ia most vital question is being ign

the newspapers, while they devote

column after column and page after page

vious occasion.
ing ground, and

confidence,

Ald. R. T. Williams, the senior mem-
ber-elect for Central Ward, noted that
each time he had come for election hef
had got a larger vote than on the pre-

It showed he was gain-
he felt that the people

would not regret having given him their

Mr. Alex. Stewart, who two years ago

was aldérman in Central Ward, briefly
expressed his thanks for being elected
and promised to do all in his ability to
forward the city’s interests,

Ald. Phillips, who again will repre-
sent Central ward, expressed his thanks
for the honor done him.

Mr. Charles Hayward was very proud
of being chosen senior alderman for
South ward, and said he would use his
best' endeavors to assist in shaping the
policy of the board so that the city
might take the best method of profiting
by the wave of prosperity that was roll-
ing along. He hoped that the council’s
policy would be to make the duties of
aldermen as much legislative as possible
and to have the work carried out by
competent paid officers. With such a
result his policy would be to do away

Capt. Wallace Langley, alderman-elect
for South ward, said as he was now a
city father he was going to be a father
to them, although he was only a young
fellow. (Laughter). He was in sym-
pathy with the Committee of Fifty, and

duty,
must put up the barriers against the Am-
erican
favors contrive the building of Canadian
smelters and Canadian refineries for lead
ores,

son’s Bay

to the discussion of the subjects that are
small and paltry beside this.” There never
was enacted a more perfect contrivance
for fleecing industry than this lead tariff,
and it is all done to benefit not the Am-
crican customs, but the American lead
smelters. They take it all. Surely it is
time that Canadian statesmen should take
a hand in the game and obtain or make a
remedy for so great an evil. America per-
mits copper ore to enter free of duty. She
must let our lead ores also enter free of
or else the Canadian government

lead, and by bounfies and other

“I am in favor of absolute free trade in

lead and lead products between Canada and
the United States.
lead than she consumes, while the United
States is a large importer of lead.
adian export trade in galena ores amounts
now to fully $7,000,000 yearly. It
growing and expanding trade, and it would
be enormous of a reciprocity arrangement
were made with the States, by which our
ores would go in free of duty, and we would
admit their lead products also free.
the people of Ontario -and Quebec don’t
understand the magnitude and importance
of this silver-lead industry.
hampered and erippled by ‘injurious tariffs
C . and by cold neglect on the part of the
with aldermanic salaries. Canadian statesmen it will rank among the
greatest and richest industries of the Do-

Canada produces more
Can-

is a

I fear

But if not

minion.

NORTHERN

—0
FUR COMPANIES.

Latterly all the employes of the Hud-
Company were caught young;

would endeavor
city.

briefly, and was

council, and ho

Northeott.

RESTRICT

to-day.
what commonly

act was passed

to de his best for .the

Ald. Humphrey, who is alderman again
for South Ward, expressed his thanks

fallowed by Mr. A. G.

MecCandless, who is now a member of the
trustee board, with an experience of al-
derman, referred to the change Mr. Hay-
ward had made from school board to

ped that the little dif-

ficulties between the school board and
council would be speedily arranged in
an amicable manner. g

Dr. Lewis Hall made a little speech
of thanks for his being returned to the
school board, and the meeting then ad-
journed after a vote of thanks to Mr.

Outside the City hall was assembled
a torch-light procession and a band in
honor of Mayor Redfern, who with the
new aldermen took carriages in waitin
and were paraded through
streets, a stop being made before the
Colonist office to serenade the paper.

TS
IONS ON TRADE.

There many instances of curious acts
passed in connection with restrictions on
trades and professions,
cases an element of humor enters into

them when judged by the standards of
The want of confidence in law-
yers, which rightly or wrongly is some-

and in some

entertained, is at least

as old as the times of Henry VI, for an

in 1461 to reduce the

the main

number of attorneys in the eastern coun-
ties. The act shows that there were up-
wards of eighty such in Norfolk and
Suffolk, and their numbers were mereci-
lessly reduced to six in Norfolk, six in
Suffolk, and twé in Norwich. A statute
of Henry VII (1489) enacted that no
butcher should slaughter cattle in any
walled town, a restricfion likewise ex-
tended to Cambridge. As though the
gambling of the South Sea Bubble period
had cast its shadow before, an act of

only lads born in the solitudes of the
Highlands could habituate themselves
to the life of lonliness; only constitutions
of iron, hardened under hereditary con-
ditions, could endure so tremendous a
strain. It was essential that the brain
power of the factors should be unimpair-
ed, and that their energies should rise
superior to the depressing surroundings
—in fect, that the man must be all there
when a sudden call was made on his
mental resources.

It may be assumed that the first ad-
venturers | consisted chiefly of English-
men, although the Secottish invasion of
England had set in with the accession
of King James. But it is certain that
afterwards, both with the Hudson Bay
Company and its great Canadian rival,
the names of faectors, traders, and pro-
minent partizans, with scarcely an ex-
ception were Seottish. The story of
trade and discovery in the Northwest
reads like a monster roll of the clans,
and mainly of the northern clans of the
second order. There are MacTavishes,
MacGillivrays, MecKays, McLellans,
McDougalls, with Frasers and Stuarts,
and the French Frobishers. A Maec-
kenzie, a Fraser, and a Thompson gave
their names to as many mighty rivers.
That came in the nafural course of
thing:s. The company found its best re-
cru‘itm:: grounds in the Highlands, and
enlisted the martial spirit of the moun-
taineers for a country where local feuds
were forgotten.—Blackwood’s Magazine.

LILLOOET ELECTION PETITION.

Mr. Justice Drake Declines to Make
Any Order in Prengice v.
Stoddart.

The East Lillooet eleetion case was
up before Mr. Justice Drake yesterday
morning, the trial having been set for
that date before the legislature put

through the measure to postpone the trial

preventing certa
of stockjobbing
A law not of

and of liability
act on juries.

law in 1723 pr
men shoemakers
lished rules for

acter is still a b

powered justices

other workers, a

1697 strove to limit the number and re-
strain the ‘ill-practices of brokers and
stock jobbers, and after the disasters of
that time another act in 1734 aimed at

in “infamous” practices

restriction but of relief

was that of 1712, exempting apotheca-
ries from serving this office of consta-
ble, scavenger, and other parish duties,

to be called upon to
A bill that possed into
ovided against journey-
pawning boots, shoes,

leather, and other materials, and estab-

regulating them  The

matter of servants’ certificates of char-

urning question, and an

act of 1792 sought to prevent the fraud
of counterfeiting
passed in England and Scotland had em-

them. Several laws

of the peace to fix the

wages and piece-work of artificers and

nd this arbitrary power

was withdrawn under George III (1513).

—The Cornhill.
SRR e
SILVER-LEAD INDUSTRY.

Smelters, While Canadian Govern-
ment Looks on Unconcerned.

t

Mr. D. D. Mann, the well known con- t
tractor, interviewed by the Toronto Globe,
had the following to say:

“‘Canada is in the flowing tide of commer-
cial and industrial prosperity. New dis-
tricts are being opened up, and extensive

facilities are increasing rapidly. Of course
British Columbia takes the lead in mining,
but there are big developments going on
in the Rainy river district, and the future
there is of the brightest promise. I do not
say that it will prove a Klondike nor a
Kootenay district. That is too much to
expect, for Southern British Columbia
stands alone in the mining world. It is
not only rich in gold, but it is equally rich
in coal, in copper, in silver and In lead.

pertation facilities has
gml?etﬁtf British Colum
u country will soon

one of the greal;yco e 2 b
Its vast copper

much to enric
mines. And h
equally valuable,

revented the copper

per producing countries. o
eposits will-do just as
British Columbia as her gold

MONTAGUE,

Qnt.,uwrltes —*“ Was
ing piles for five years and was 80 badl

Up to this the want of railroads and trans. | Ulcerated 0
much so that I could not sleep.

ia becoming known, | a'most every medicine known when I
was

the first

er lead mines are almost|used two boxes an pletely
and while I am referring | cured,” T e

until after the session of the house, Mr.

Soues, the collector of votes, was pre-
sent with his books, and Mr. Prentice
and one or two other gentlemen were
In_ court. The proceedings were very
brief.

Mr. E. Y. Bodwell, for the respondent,
Mr. Prentice, called the court’s attention
to the bill that had been passed on the
preceding day to postpone the trial.

Mr. Justice Drake—I suppose, Mr.
Hunter, you will. admit the bill.

Mr. Hunter—Certainly not. There is
nothing to show that it is a true copy
of the bill,

Mr. Bodwell argued that the bill had
the words ‘“assented to” at the top, and
bore the imprint of the Queen’s printer,
and after a looking up of authorities
Mr. Justice Drake decided that the bill
must be admitted without further proof.

Mr. Hunter next called attention to
the fact that the act only postponed the
holding of the trial till after the “sittin Tt
which, he claimed, did not mean after the

session of the house.

However, Mr. Justice Drake decided

otherwise, and as the legislature had
undertaken the adourning of the trial
Fleeced for Benefit of United States| till two weeks after the house closed,
he would make no order, either as to

hat or costs. Any application made to

him on the subject must go till after the
legislature closed.

“This will have to go
o the ‘Ides of March,’ ” said the court.
“Dies irae,” remarked Mr. Bodwell,

and with this Delphic utterance, the
counsel for the respondent cast down
his stylus, rolled up his scrolls, wrapped
his toga about him and
areas are being developed and railroad | the Temple of Justice.

departed from

OF DUNVILLE,
CURED OF ULCERATED ITCH-
ING PILES.

Mr, Robert Montague, of Dunaville,
troubled with itch-
they were very painful, so
I tried

recommended to use Dr. Chase’s

intment. I purchased a box and from
application got relief. Have

for the ‘‘Almanac!
foundly

grievance,
ance—in
the preface of the issue for 1899.

LESE-MAJESTE GONE MAD,

An Attempt to Edit by It the “Alman-|

ache de Gothe.”

London Daily News.

Lese-majeste apg'ears to have no terrors
de Gotha.” That pro-
res] ed ublication has a
which finds mysterious utter-
by no means perfect French—in
We are
informed that efforts, ‘‘somefimes ani-
mated by a comminatory tone,” have re-
cently been made to undermine the im-
partiality of the compilers, and to in;
tfiuence them by their private Interests.
This cryptic statement may reasonably be
understood to refer to the Lippe case.
Possibly pressure from a high quarter has
been exercises to induce the publishers to
refrain from inserting the titles and quali-
ties of Count Lippe-Biesterfeld as he him-
self maintains them.
Thus must Particularism be repressed
The patrons of the Almanach, however,
may still have recourse to its pages with
undiminished faith. It has no tics, it
proudly declares, and never will have. It
confines itself to accomplished facts, and
has neither prejudices nor preferences in
recording them. Besides, in maintaining
and defending ‘‘recognized texts,” it has
been given to it more than once to protect
the weak against aftacks which seemed to
it unjustifiable. This is really very noble
of it, and we must all breathe more freely
to think that the text of the sacred book
Is_to be kept inviolate.
‘We must ‘congratulate it, moreover, on
its bold recognition of the fait accompli,
for the Almanach de Gotha actually main-
tained “Louis XVII” on the throne of
France until the empire was established.
It was then sufficiently impartial and in-
dependent to give Anhalt alphabetical pre-
cedence over for
which the Emperor confiscated the entire
issme. Truly, even a non-political almanac
bas its troubles.

THE LION’S CUB.
The whelp that nipped its mother’s dug in
turning from her breast,
And smacked its lusty Ilips and built its
own lair in the West,
Has stretched its limbs and looked about
and roared across the sea:
““Oh, mother, I did bite thee hard, but still
thou lovest me!”

She lifts her head and listens, as waking
from a dream,

Her great jaws set, her claws outspread,
her lion eyes agleam;

The voice is deep as thundér on tre far
horizon rim,

And up the mother spoke, and said: “It can
be none but him!”

Cried England to America:
love abides,

And the old Trafalgar courage still upon
the ocean rides.”
America to England spake: “The God of

iberty
Goes with us marching up the land and
sailing ‘down the sea.”

And the twain was joined for hunting, let
all the packs beware,

The tiger’s kith the panther’s kin, the race-
hordes of the bear.

They two step forth together, God’s hand
has struck the hour,

All pathways lead to freedom, each footstep
broadens power.

Napoleon, a rash act

“My amcient

The world is still in dull amaze, agape and
dazed to hear;

There is a rustling of the thorns, uneasy
far and near.

King leaning unto King, and on Oppres-
sion’s hateful lips

A pallor as the wind brings in the boom-
ing of the ships.

And who shall cower, who recoil, or choose
the craven’s tact,

And strain the law (by heroes made) to
hold his country back?

Ah, who? Let children Iisp his shame and
women cry him down

What time our glorious banner waves o’er
stormed tower and down.

The star is up, the star of splendor, never
to set or wane;

The flag leads on, the flag of glory, never
to turn again;

And where is goes we cheer and follow,
no man of us will fail; :

We all are where our enemies camp and
where our navies sail.

World-conquering tother, 'hard we bit in
parting from thy breast:

Yet still we smack our lusty lips and love
thy milk the best;

For the blood our mother gave us is the
true imperial strain;

She bore one cub, only one, but it wears
the lion’s mame?!

—Maurice Thompson in the Independent.

THE KID’S EXPLANATION.

He Says Sharkey Landed Several Foul
Blows and Asks Another Contest.

New York, Jan. 11.—Kid McCoy has
issued a signed statement, in which he
intimates that his defeat by Sharkey
last night was the mesult of several foul
blows the sailor landed on him. He
thinks he can beat Sharkey, and wants
to arrange another match. If the sailor
won’t fight against him, McCoy says he
will make a match with Corbett.

Concerning the statement from Cleve-
land that Fitzsimmons has announced
his willingness to fight Sharkey, Tom
O’Rourke said to-night that while he
had noticed the challenge issued by
Fitzsimmons, he did not think it neces-
sary to reply to it at onee. This may
mean that Fitzsimmons may have to
wait until several other engagements on
the stage that O’Rourke has in view for
Sharkey are disposed of.

_—
YOUNG MAN’S SUICIDE.

Threw Himself Under Train and Dash-
ed to Pieces—Probably a Brant-
ford Citizen. .

Clyde, N. Y., Jan. 11.—About 11
o'clock to-day a westbound train on
the Central railway was passing near
Pettys crossing, about three miles east
of Clyde, a young well dressed man
threw himself in front of the train snd
was. ground to pieces. In his overcoat
pockets were found six photos and three
letters. The letters were addressed to
Geo. F. Capman, Brantford, Ont. Some
of the photographs were made in Brant-
ford, some in London, Ont., and some
in Malta. But forty cents in money
was found on the body.

THE KIDNEYS

Beerme Strong and Active When
Dr. Chase’s Kidney-Liver
Pills Are Used

Many people endure much misery from
kidney disorders who do not know the
cause or cure for their sufferings. Back-
ache, headache, indigestion, pain In urin-
ating, and deposits in the urine, are some
of the symptoms of kidney disease. Lame
back, backache, or pains across the back
are the first sure indications of kidney dis-
orders.

Dr. Chase’s Kidney-Liver Pills are the
world’s greatest kidney cure. They have
been curing kidney diseases for many years
and have won popularity wherever intro-
duced. Be a vegetable preparation they
are not inj us to the system but act di-
rectly on the eys, making them strong
and active, \

Dr. Chase’s Kidieyg-Liver Pills are the
most effective and most-eeonomical kidney
raedicine in the world. One cent a dose,

Bates & Co.,

25 cents a box.

At all dealers, or Edmanson,

Toronto, Ont.

|

Dr. Chase’s new illustrated book, |
“The Ills of Life and How to Cure !.
Then,” sent free to your address. i

sparks falling on shingle
in one case was the roof
fireproof roofs should be

(AT DEPARTENTS,

Reports of the Municipal Officers
for the Past Pear Adopted
! Yesterday.

Recommendations Made to the In-
coming Board of Aldermen
by Officers.

B o

N\

The| council of 1898 held their final
meeting yesterday morning, the acts of
their last term being to pass a financial
committee report recommending the
payment of $1,400 for two lots on upper
Yates street for the new fire hall, and
adopt the annual reports of the heads of
the different departments.

HEALTH OFFICER'S REPORT.

Dr. R. L. Fraser, medical health officer,
in his report pointed out that with the
exception of a mild form of measels which
has been prevalent during the past six
months, the health of the ecity for the
year was good. There occurred twenty-
three cases of scarlet fever, two of which
Lroved fatal; and one case of smallpox,
This was early in the year, and with the
enforcement of strict isolation the disease
was prevented from spreading. The ISola-
tion hospital is now well equipped, and
Victoria is prepared to control an epidemic
of contagious diseases should one occur.
There are now .seven Chinese lepers on
Darcy Island, only two of whom are able
to do any work, and the disease is making
rapid inroads on them as well. All the
others are very feeble and almost help-
less, and it will only be. a short time
until all are unable to care for them.
selves. When that time arrives provision
for mursing and caring for these unfortu-
uates must be made. Having failed to get
the Pominion government to take the lazar-
€tto over, efforts should be made to get
the provincial government to take it over.
Though a large pumber of premises along
the ‘line of sewers are not yet conmnected
satisfactory progress has been made in this
respect. The doctor regrets that all the
buildings condemned by the sanitary and
Luilding inspector were not destroyed; re-
commends that a place for the temporary
detention of insane and delirious persons
be provided, preferably in connection with
the Jubilee hospital, and cloges with ex-
rressing his appreciation of the services
of the sanitary inspector and caretaker of
the Isolation hospital, and the courtesy
with which he has been treated by the
Mayor and council, medical men and police.
The number of deaths was 227, which
makes the rate 11.35 per 1,000.

Inspector Chipchase submitted a short
report, telling of the steps taken to keep
the city clean and healthy.

CITY ENGINEER.

During 1898, according to City Engineer
Wilmot’s report, 2,801 feet of sewers were
laid, at a cost of $3,998.72. This makes
13.6 miles of sewers, including the system
discharging at Clover Point. During the
year 135 buildings were connected, making
a total of 1,377. There were 3,581 feet of
vitrified pipe drains laid. making a total
noew laid in the city of 52,885 lineal feot.
A considerable length of old box drains will
shortly have to be taken up, and the en-
gineer recommends that vitrified pipe be
substituted to form part of the perma-
rent system of surface drainage.

Mr. Wilmot draws the attention of the
rew council to the urgent necessity of re-
pewing Rock Bay and James Bay bridges
as soon as practicable. As he reported in
June last, he considered the former good

latiter for ten or twelve months from the
date mentioned. Tenders have been called
for the necessary piles to renew Rock Bay
bridge and a plan prepared for the work.
In order to have the new bridge eon-
structed within the estimated time for
which the old one is safe, work will have
to be commenced as soon as possible and
carried on with all reasonable despatch.

The work of making the new filter beds
at Beaver lake water-tight and workable
was completed on April 30 and a report
of the tests made submitted to the council.
The work of paving the slopes of the reser-
voir and connecting same with the mains,
for which $12,000 was voted bv the counn-
cil, will be‘commenced in the spring. The
report recommends that an appropriation
be made for roofing the reservoir, as scien-
tific researches that have recently been
made go to show that the admission of
light and rain to filtered water has an in-
jurious effect.

PUBLIC MARKET.

The market superintendent reported that
the farmers have commenced to patronize
the market., and greatly appreciate the
accommodation furnished. The receipts dur-
ing the year totalled $2,104.30.

HOME FOR AGED AND INFIRM,

Manager Hobbis, of the Home for the
Aged and Infirm, reported that elght men
were admitted during the year, and that
three deaths had occurred. There are now
twenty inmates. During the year there
was considerable sickness, but, with one
€xception, the men are now all well. The
expenditure was $3,289.03, as compared with
$2,652.03 in 1897. The water supply has
been improved and in other ways the home
made more comfortable.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

Chief Deasy reported in detail the num-
ber of fires, and drew attention to the
danger that existed from simultaneous fires
under the present system. ‘“When the fire-
men reach a burning building.,” continues
the chief, ‘“they always work well, but
the question ever prescnt in my mind is:
How many call firemen will hear the alarm.
and how many will respond? I cannot
divide my force of men and leave firemen
in the halls, for the simple rea<on that
the call men work at other occupations, and
until a late hour at night none of them
are available for hall duty. With a per-
manent department things would be dif-
ferent. If a call should come from the
outside alarm boxes a certain number
of men would go out and a portion of the
department would remain in the business
district. Under the present system twenty
of the firemen are call men, eight are en-
gineers, drivers and tillermen and two
permanent hosemen, the latter used as
stokers when we have two engines in
service. This leaves me with twenty eall
men to handle hose. ladders and to work
around burning buildings. Should the alarm
bell fail to strike during the daytime these
call men, working and living in all diree-
tions, cannot be expected to know that
a fire is In progress. After eleven years
as chief of your fire department I again
ask for a permanent force of firemen. I
have the greatest respect for my call men.
They do their level best; but, if this city
wants good service, trained firemen are
needed to be ready on the instant when
the dread alarm of fire is received. We
need men more than apparatus. The recent
fires in two of our large buildings will show
that quick service is our safety. This city
lacks in so-called fireproof buildings. Se-
attle, Vancouver and New Westminster
were build of similar materials when those
cities burned. With low water pressure—
during cold weather less than thirty-seven
pounds to the square inch—we certainly re-
quire to attack fires instantly. Our drivers
are prompt, but they often reach fires
without men to do the work. I have seen
whole companies absent, and when they
arrived, after running perhaps a mile, the
men are unfitted to do the work expected
of them.

“The. purchase of a steam fire engine,
moving to a fire hall on upper Yates street,
additional alarm boxes and hydrants, hose
and other equipment is a move in the right
direction. Another move which would add
to the efficiency of the fire department
and save a large sum of money. would be
to place all of the apparatus, horses and
men in the market building. The cost of
fitting un would be small, and a saving
in fuel, light ard other expenses would re-
compense the city.
hall would then be
other purposes.
we must keep two
truck. one chemical
one hose carriage.
to accommodate
A portion of the market would
suitable central fire hall.
fires during 1898, ' thirteen

available for library or

steam encgines,

were caused by

allowed in the

for about eight or nine months, and the

The Pandora street fire light as

In ‘the business section|

business district, and roofs tovered with
moss should be cleaned. The list of sus-
picious fires has been brought down, and is
the exception now, where it Was the rule
a few years ago. awaxmtmg the
age and carriage of e e8 will -lessen
the danger to life and p f Installing
a4 separate main for the h levels, to the
eastern section, and pu'q?lnti water at all
aours was another move fn the right direc-
on.
section could be carried out the danger
to_this city would be lessened. The danger
from electric wires should receive atten-
tion, and every building should be inspect-
ed. The network of wires through the
streets are a source of danger and trouble
to the firemen.
In conclusion, I thank - Your Worship,
Chairman W. Wilson, Ald. MdcGregor and
Ald. Bragg for the interest taken in fire
department affairs. he heads of the de-
rartments rendered aM assistance in their
power when called upon by the fire depart-
ment. The assistant engineer, officers and
firemen deserve credit for their willingness
to aid in the protection of the city.”

WATER WORKS.

Mr. James L. Raymur, water commission-
er, in his report speaks of the improvement
made to the Yates street pumping station,
which gives the upper levels a better supply
of water and increases the fire protection.
He also tells of the new mains laid, the
old small pipes which have been replaced
by larger ones, and points out that much
remains to be done® in the way of exten-
sion an” replacing of old mains. Con-
tinuing, he says:

‘“‘Every year it becomes more and more
difficult to keep up the pressure in town
during the summer months, and I think it
is only a question of time before the system
will have to be changed from a gravity.
to a pumping one. Did the sixteen-inch
main do anything like its wotk the neces-
sity might not come so soon, but the con-
tinued increased consumption consequent
on the growth of the city, and the enten-
sion of the sewerage system will bring us
frce to face with a crisis sooner or later.
A pumping plant could be installed at, say,
a point near the North Dairy farm, at a
cost_of about $15.000, the present station
on Yates street being done away with.
This is a question vnat must engage the
(leﬂrnest attention of the council Jbefore very
ong.

““IT'he work undertaken by the council to
complete the filter beds, ete,, at the ex-
pense of the contractors has been complet-
ed, and the balance of the contract, amount-
ing to $1,947.66, has been paid to the credit
of the contractors, at the Bank of British
North America. A lawsuit is still pending
with Messrs. Walkley, King & Casey re-
garding the amount expended by the cor-
poration to complete the works, The filter-
ed water has not yet reached town, as the
regervoir is still in an unfinished condi-
tion, some $12,000 being required to com-
plete it. with the exception of the roof,
which the council have decided not to build
for the present. A by-law to borrow this
amount was submitted to the ratepayers,
but was defeated. Since then, owing to
the large surplus on hand at the end of
October, a sum of $12,000 has been voted
out of ordinary revenue to complete the
work. A contract has been éntered into
for the supply of the cement, and I hope
that by July the citizens of Vietoria will
be supplied with pure, filtered water.

““A radical change was made this year in
the method of collecting the water rates.
A by-law was passed making them payable
at _the City hall, with a rebate if paid
before a certain date. The change has
been an unqualified success; the only won-
der is that it was not made years ago,
as I am sure the city would have been
the gainer by a large amount. I must con-
fess to being rather doubtful as to how
the, system would work for the first few
months. but in October (the first month)
the collections amounted to $10,479.25, or
ftbout $6,000 over the average, and for the
Year the total was $59,378.52, being over
$5,000 more than has ever been collected
in any one year; and the arrears on De-
cember 31 are only $5,831, as against
$7,600.86 at the same time in 1897. As
the rates are not due and payable until the
last day of the month, those for December
are practically all unpaid. The meter raves
on ‘commercial’ meters, particularly hotels
and wharves, show a large Increase over
1897. The same by-law also re-arranged
the rates, grading them according to the
number of rooms. Some 1,500 houses for-
merly paying $1 per month, have been re-
duced to 60 cents and 75 cents, and the
1eduction has been a great boon to people
living in small houses; a small number. on
the other hand, have: been raised. Still
the system of rating is by no means per-
fect, and never will be until every ser-
vice is metered. I am making enquiries as
to ‘slot’ meters, such as are nsed by the
gas company ,and- which would supply a
certain amount of water for a fixed amount.
If a cheap, serviceable meter of this de-
scription could be obtained, the question
of arrears would be a different one from
what it is to-day, and there would not be
80 often the disagreeable necessity of turn-
ing off the water for the non-payment
of rates. A separate account is now kept
Wwita. evéry consumer, and the collection of
water rates is now, for the first time, on
a proper business basis.

‘“The lowest level in the lake was reach-
ed on November 15, when the water was
47 inches below H.W.M. Owing to the
unprecedented small rainfall during Novem-
ber and December it has only raised five
inches since that date, but the recent
h@avy snowfall will amply make up for

‘“The arbitrators in the case of ten aeres
of land taken from Mr. Dwyer, situated at
the head of Elk lake, awarded him $500
for the same, and as this was the amount
originally offered he had to pay the costs
of the award. This was the only land
paid for during 1898.

“The revenue for 1898 was $59,378.52. as
against $52,118.62 for 1897. The expendi-
ture was: Salaries. $1,745: maintenanece,
$9.216.46; construction, $8,459.31, which,
added to $35,481, the amount required for
interest and sinking fund, make a total of
$57,901.77. leaving an amount of $1.476.75
to be devoted to the general purposes of
In April a further Yoan
of $92.500 will be paid off, thns reducing
the payments for interest and sinking fuhd
by $6,571.50.

“During 1898 there were 91 new servicos
connected. and 22 old ones renewed; also
five hvdrants placed in position.

“I much regret the continued absence,
through illness, of Mr. Partridge, who has
been ecollector of water rates since the
inception of the works, and I trust that
the spring will see the return to work of
stm old and valued servant of the corpora-
on,

“In_conclusion, I cannot but acknowledee
the heartv co-operation I have receivea
from all connected with the water works,
and more particularly from Mr. Preece, the
foreman, whose long experiec» and de-
votion to duty have been of the greatest
assistance.”

ELECTRIC LIGHTING.

The electric light plant, according to the
report of Superintendent Hutchison, ran
without a hitch during the year, what
repairs were necessary being executed by
the regular staff. He recommends that the
engine, which has been in service for three
2nd-a half years, be overhauled, and con-
tinues:

_*“I have experienced difficulty in main-
taining the dynamos in proper working
condition during the year. The old ma-
chines, which have done good service for
years past, both in the Yates street sta-
tion and in the new station, have given
trouble from the breaking down of the
insulation. The breaking of terminal wires
in the armatures has been a constant source
of trouble, the main cause of the breaking
being excessive floor vibration. In dealing
with that part of the system consisting of
p?les,ollnes, ete., I would respectfully draw
aitention to a defect which has interfered
with the continuity of the lighting gervice
to a great extent in the past. I refer to
the breaking off of lamp loops during windy
weather., As a means of remedying the
defect I would recommend that flexible
safety loops be placed on all lamps in ex-
posed positions. Another mattet which, in

my opinion, deserves consideration ig the

question of how to deal with trees over-

hanging the street: these trees not only

impair “the insulation of lines in their

vicinity, but for a considerable part of the

Year in some.districts they so obstruet the

to render the proper lighting of

the streets impossible. I am of the opin-

on that in most cases by exercising dae

the corporation.

one | care the trees could be trimmed, so as
engine and at least | avoid Interference with the th% or wlrets:

No. 1 hall is too small
th$ Shoatates sut o :nd without injuring their appearance to

Ny extent in cases where shade trees are

be a most | placed in i

Of the ninety | would be of ﬁ?tél‘iﬂfv:tclé? The cilly Lomuak
Toofs, and only :chl)rtsg(fl;nc::e’ lst . }m‘l;e

painted. Only | of flexible s‘;eg‘lmrorge? fha s o

The only remedy
the lamps sup-

“Improvements have been made to the

If means of forcing water to other| extra dynamo the

system, the most important of which are

N oies
¥ ‘W arc dynamo, having ecapaclty to
*perate 100 arc lights of 1,200 candle poywer
been installed; poles have been
lines extended, making provis-
on for thirteen: additional lights, several
f which have been already glaced in posi-
ion. The feed water heater has been fitted
with new tubes. B ltlhe }nsmllatlon of the
ollowing Important ad-
vantages have been gained: (1) Increased
lighting capacity in plant. (2) Circuits
which were formerly in unsatisfactory con-
dition have been brought to the standard
of efficlency. (3) In eases of break-down.
the disabled circult can be transferred
0 the larger dynamo in a minute’s notice,
the only break in the lighting service
being the short period necessary to make
the transfer at the switch board.
“The last mentioned advantage will
readily be conceded to be a most import-
ant one, when the fact is considered that
prior to the Increase of dynamo capacity
a break-down in any one of the dvnamos
necessitated depriving the district (on
which it was operating) of light until re-
pairs could ‘be made.
The total number of lamps now in use
is 230. Actual cost per lamp per annum.
exclusive of inerest and sinking fund, is
“In order that the cost of street lighting
in this city may be compared with the
cost in neighboring cities, I give the follow-
ing statistics, which are reliable:

amp

power.

power,

Cost per 1

CIIY.

of lamps.
Kind of

per annum.

Number
Candle

1] |
Seattle | 8112000($108'Steam
Scattle ...1%601| 16| 16/Steam
Spokane \"10012000} 96| Water
’.Lucoxﬁa 408{2000| 132|Steam

*Incandescent.

““Having in view the further improvement
of the lighting service. I desire to place
the following matters before the coungil of
1399 for consideration:
‘“ (1) The extension of the station build-
ing. This is a most important matter; as
the advantages to be gained are many.
The chief advantage would be better access
to the plant and less risk to the station
employees; also solid foundations fer the
dynamos, which would do away with the
trouble of breakage in the armatures re-
ferred to. For further information in this

wmy report of 1895.

**(2) I would also recommend that safety
loops be placed on all lamps in exposed
positions, to avoid line breakage; also that
counter weights be placed on the suspen-
sion rope of the wood arc lamps.

“(3) .I would also recommend that an
injector and auxiliary feed be fitted to the
beilers, to be unsed in case of accident to
feed pump.’’

OTHER REPORTS.

Reports were also presented from the city
treasurer, chief of police, building inspector,
street committee and park superintendent,
containing information that has been pub-
lished. ¢

THE FUTURE OF CHINA.

The Marquis Ito, unquestionably the
greatest statesman in the Orient, and
the man under whose guidance Japan
was revolutionized, has made a speech
concerning the future of China. A brief
synopsis was published in the news tele-
grams, but they had hardly gave a fair
idea of the position taken by him. His
observations, when read in full, show
that he regards the condition of China
as practically hopeless under its present
government. There is no use in talking
of reforming a nation, whose govern-
ment is a seething mass.of corruption
from the throne down to the lowest of-
ficial.

A recent traveller in China says that

form any adequate conception of the
poverty and degradation of the people,
except after close personal observation.
Until one has been brought face to face
with it in China, he cannot know what
poverty really is.
only terrible evil. During the struggle
for existence which has prevailed for

human life, of the rights of property,
of the obligations of honor, of the in-
stincts of cleanliness and wof almost
every ordinary virtue of Occidental civili-
zation, has been developed to a degree
that is simply appalling. In 4 nation
that is a vast gelatinous mass of cor-
ruption, it is impossible to find a place
where a stake can be driven in solidly
enough to give a starting poi_nt for re-
form. It is like driving a pile into quick-
sand. If the people could be made to feel
that their lives and property were safe
in rural communities, and they could
be driven out of the cities, something
might be done, but it would take genera-
tions to accomplish anything noticeable.
The rest of the world will not wait for
this to be done from within., If it is
done at all, it will be from without.
Many people are impatient at the ap-
parent slowness with which the British
government grapples with the Chinese
problem, but they can have very little
conception of what the problem is, or
they would feel otherwise. Engineers in
railway or canal construction frequer}tly
encounter masses of sand or clay, which,
when disturbed, flow with resistless
force. Left in the condition to which
they have accommodated themselves
through centuries of rest, they are safe
enough. Break the wall enclosing them,
and they will spread out with such force
that human invention cannot restrain
them.” In a sense this illustrates Fho
Chinese problem. Even a statesman like
the Marquis Ito, speaking to Japan, the
nation most directly concerned, can find
no other advice to give than to get ready.
He warns his fellow countrymen to mass
all their resources for the inevitable cris-
is. Every other Oriental question is, he
says, insignificant in connection with this
one, and the great danger of this is that
human foresight ecannot forsee when and
where the danger will become acute.
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