harbors and utuaﬂu by ﬂoﬁtmt oll.
At last, after ma.w bitter . M

the need for reform has' been taken
shippers. Many |

seriously by the
things combined to show up the scan-
dal. Dover harbor suddenly became
an ofl bath. The association of an
easterly wind with a partioular set
of currents and, perhaps ,an abnorntal
release of ofl refuse filled the harbor
" with a foul, black substance that re-
sembled tar in appearance, but was
“ofl in nature. Enormous bonfires of
it were lit, but to collect the stuff in

a close-enough mass to consume it

{ ‘'meeded a deal of labor, even under the
ideal conditions for such treatment
provided round and ahout Dover in

‘the last days of January. It is more.

¢han doubtful whether the device of
burning oil can be adapted as a gen-
eral cure, though the worse excesses
can Be thus checked, and the techni-
‘ue of Burni‘ng may be improved. It
is mot at all improbable that a device
may be perfected by which the refuse
of tankers or naval ghips or merchant-
men—and they stand in that order as
offenders—might be in a large meas-
ure ¢onsumed at the time when it is
eructed.

Naturalists have been protesting, but
foven their protests have not gone far
enough, and the omitted point has been
disregarded by the shipowners. In-
deed, no one has faced one danger

_that this castingiof troubled ofl upon
peaceful waters may entsil. Doubt-
less the birds come first. It is a sight
pitiful beyond description when a
«guillemot—to quote a particular mem-
Iry—swims by accident into a patch
' of ofly waste, The first and most im-
. mediate effect is that of birdlime. The
Pird is unable to fly; and the ntore it
: mtruggles to clean itsel®, the more the
prevading grease fouls the feathers.
¢Birds so affected go through a long
-period of suffering and of fear, and;

for the most part, dle in the.end either.

of starvation, or from the attacks of
their enemies. The big black-backed
gulls, the cruellest of all the birds,
‘find many easy victims, and,"as a rule,
‘manage to escape the pollution them-
selves. Some sufferers are killed by
‘fnternal trouble, due to swallowing
the-oil. ‘In a1 cases where the oil
kills—and the victims are to be reck-
pned by hundreds ifn each month of
the year—it kills painfully and slow-
Jv. Cleanliness of their feathers is
pne of the passions of sea birds, and
therefore, we may presume, foulness
pf their feathers gives them peculiar
pain. On the most obvious humani-
tarian grounds it i{s a national obli-
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People Like To Come Back To This Store

They like that atmosphere of Homeyness—that feeling of welcome and conﬁ-.‘

dence which is always prevalent here and which always makes them want to:
come back. It is our constant aim and endeavour to make this store one
you’ll like. We want it to be YOUR store—-a Safe, Satisfactory, Economic :
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~ages to 16 years. ¥
Not a coat in the lot

shades.
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*silver girdle” is no longer silver, nor
pur seas inviolate.

The birds are the worst sufferers
4nd stir most pity; but the injury
loes not stop at the surface, nor only
wffect surface-swimming birds. 'The
harm done by the oil does not cease
when at last it “suffers a sea change,”
pr, perhaps, I should say & sun
rhange; and it is . of .the secondary
wrong that no one ‘has spoken.

What happens is that the ofl and
refuse—at apy rate, the crude petro-
Jjeum, and what is ealled Diesel oil—
is slowly altered by a chemical pro-
tess not yet completely investigated,
ind loses the first quality of oil, The
felic material beeomes heavier than
water and sinks to the bottom. Any
ne who wishes to test this ,and feels
sacrificial, has only to bathe, for ex-

imple, in some of the.once charming |

mlets of the Isle of Wight. Even if
le manages to find a place apparently
ree from oil he will perceive on em-
yrging that the soles of his feet are
Mack, If it is low tide, he will be
wble o discover rocks of a hue guite
mknown to geologists. They are
hickly coated with the same black
md sepia stuff that has fouled the
joles of his feet. It has been suffi-
tiently proved that this is waste oil
ifter it has passed through a chemical,
)erhaps an oxidising, process. Cruel-
¥ to birds matters more than. comfort
©. the bathers; but the second effect
¥ this oil may in the sum of things
fs more disastrous than the first. The
rank deposit is ‘probably cumulative,
}t:grows thicker and thicker, and will
g afl likelihood kill both vegetable
id animal life in the sea.

A particular enquiry into this has
jeen pursued by that great lover of
e ses! and ships, as well as of wild
Ife, ‘Mr, de Vere Stacpoole. He has

'cine to the decision that the oil’
rlich is supposed to hive vanished-—-

bof-have suffered a sea change, ¥ not
ntd something eh, at any rate into
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life, and whose latest
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jean publishers, is the
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