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Foaling the Seâ
(By SIR WILLIAM BEACH 

THOMAS).
English naturaliste have been, long 

distressed at the’ pollution Ot the 
waters, especially In the Southern 
harbors and estuaries, by floating oil. 
At last, after many bitter protests, 
the need tor reform has been taken 
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PARIS ASSO, OF FASHIONseriously by 
things combined to show up the scan­
dal. Dover barber suddenly became 
an oC bath. The association of an 
easterly wind with a particular set 
ot currents and, perhaps ,an abnormal 
release ot oil refuse tilled the harbor 
with a foul, black substance that re­
sembled tar In appearance, bnt was 

"oil in nature. Enormous bonfires et 
It were lit, but to collect the stuff to 
a dose-enough mass to consume It 

j needed a deal of labor, erven under the 
Ideal condition» tor such treatment 
provided round and about Dover In 
the last days of January. It Is more 
than doubtful whether the device of 
burning oil can be adapted as a gen- 
end cure, though the worse excesses 
can be thus checked, and the techni­
que of burning may be improved. It 
Is not at all Improbable that a device 
may be perfected by which the refuse 
of tankers or naval ships or merchant­
men—and they stand to that order as 
offenders—might be In a large meas­
ure Consumed at the time when It Is 
erncted.

Naturalists have been protesting, hut 
even their protests have not gone far 
enough, and the omitted point has been 
disregarded by the shipowners. In­
deed, no one has faced one danger 
that this casting of troubled oil upon 
peaceful waters may entail. Doubt­
less the birds come first. It le a sight 
pitiful beyond description when a

■ guillemot—to quote a particular inem­
ery—swims by accident into a patch

' of oily waste. The first and most 1m- 
>, mediate effect Is that ot birdlime. The 

v {bird Is unable to fly; and the more It 
. «struggles to clean Itself, the more the 
providing grease fouls the feathers.

■ .Birds so affected go through a long 
period ot suffering and of tear, and, 
for the most part, die to the end either 
of starvation, or from the attacks of 
their enemies. The big black-backed 
gulls, the cruellest of all the birds, 
find many easy victims, and,"as a rule, 
.manage to eecape the pollution them­
selves. Some sufferers are killed by 
Internal trouble, due to snail owing 
the- ell. In all cases where the oil 
kills—and the victims are to be reck- i 
Dned by hundreds to each month of | 
the year—ft kills painfully rod alow- , 
)y. Cleanliness of their feathers Is 
bne ot the passions of sea birds, and 
therefore, we may presume, foulness ' 
»f their feathers glvee them peculiar j 
pain. On the most obvious humant- i 
tari an grounds It 16 a national obli- , 
gallon to find the remedy for this : 
widespread cruelty, tarnishing one of 1 
the fairest coasts In the world. The I 
"Silver girdle" Is no longer stiver, nor ( 
pur seas Inviolate.

The birds are the worst sufferers 
tod stir most pity; but the Injury 
loes not stop at the surface, nor only 
lffect surface-swimming birds. The 
barm done by the oil does not cease 
when at last It “suffers a sea change,”
»r, perhaps, I should say a sun 
Change; and It is of .the secondary 
Wrong that no one has spoken.

What happens Is that the oil and 
refuse—at any rate, the crude petro­
leum, and what Is called Diesel oil—
Is slowly altered by a chemical pro- 
tess not yet completely investigated, I 
tod loses the first quality of oil. The | 
relic material becomes heavier than 
water and sinks to the bottom. Any 
»ne who wishes to test this ,and feels 
lacrlflcial, has only to bather for ex- 
imple, in some of the once charming 
Mets of the Isle of Wight Even It 
le manages to find a place apparently 
free from oil he will perceive on em­
erging that the soles of his feet are 
«lack. If It is low tide, he will be 
iMe to discover rocks of a hue quite 
inknown to geologists. They are 
thickly coated with the same black 
rad sepia stuff that has fouled the 
ibles of his feet It has been suffi­
ciently proved that this Is waste oil 
ifter it has passed through a chemical, e 
«erhaps an oxidising, process. Cruel- g 
|y to birds matters more than comfort 2 
to the bathers; but the second effect > 
K this oil may In the sum of things 
*> more disastrous than the first The 
Funk deposit is probably cumulative.
It; grows thicker and thicker, and will 
ti all likelihood kill both vegetable 
ma animal life to the sea.

,A particular enquiry Into this has 
teem pursued by that great lower of 
he seel and ships, as well as of wild 
lie, Mr. de Vere Stacpoole. He has 

to the decision that the oil 
rhlch Is supposed to have vanished— 
Whave suffered a eea change, if not 
nto something rich, at any rate into ) 
«nothing harmless—le, to tact, a | 
lermmieht Ian* an Increasing cause | 
« (rouble to the. Inhabitants, both j 
emporary and permanent, to bath- j 
rrsiazut to fish. The bulk of evidence I 
toes to ehow that some of the coarser ) 
Jsh can stand It, but the tenderer s 
anno*. Probably they are not killed, § 
accept now and then, bnt they desert § 
he place that ha» suffered the pOl- r 
ntlon. And this Is what we should g 
apect from experience with river Si 
leh. Road tar la, quite certainly, * 
liai to trout, directly as well, as In- §
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Where Savings are Always
People like To Come Back To This Store

; They like that atmosphere of Homeyness—that feeling of welcome and confi­
dence which is always prevalent here and which always makes them want to 
come back. It is otir constant aim and endeavour to make this store one 
you’ll likè. We want it to be YOUR store—a Safe, Satisfactory, Economic 
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All sizes and shades.

Bloomers
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$20.00. they are.
There are but 200 Suits in the lot—and the values are so 
extraordinary that we urge an Immediate visit to the Store 
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Stout Women’s
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Lace trimmed.

A fine selection of Stout W< 
53 — in New Spring a 
Flat Crepes—some trimmei 
Black, Navy, Blue, Browns,

plain styles—Colorsireetiy. It Injures them and de­
frays their tool. The dace, on the 
fiber hand, that bright, vigorous, hat 
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