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¥ Recent conferences between leading
‘English Churchmen on'the question of
.Church Re-union have called much
tenfion to the subject, especialiy |l
among non-Catholies.” = '~ = 1
Conversations which took m.t
Malines. between Anglican clergy and
Cardinal Mercier, who was ‘accom- |
panied by Vicar General Van Roey, led
to the discussion of many features of |
divergence in Church doctrine, and in |
all three conferences took place for |
the purpose of seeking a' way to com- ||
plete re-union. ¥
The conferences were unofficial in
so far as the Catholic. Church was con-
cerned, and a statement by a high pre-
late of the Holy See yesterday explain«<
ed the Vatican iattitude in regard to:
the 'situation, . .. L% 9 R S 1
Re-union of the Churches, it is em-
phasti ed, must bhe conditioned on re-
cognition of the supreme authority of
the Holy-Father, and  the Vatican,
while always desiring the union. of the
Churgh, prefers to keep out of ‘any
conversations unless this condition be

accepted.
A long statement by the Archbishop

of Canterbury, in the form of a letter
to Archhishops of the Anglican Com-
munion, refers to the recent confer-
ences, and explains the  attitude of
Anglicans towards the-re-union. The
difficulties, he says, are immense, and
for a time may be insuperable.

The attitude of Non-conformists to
the problem is also set out by Sir Ro-
bert Perks and the Secretary of the
Congregational Union.

VATICAN ATTITUDE—CONDITIONS
OF UNION DEFINED.

ROME.—Though at the Vatican
it is. stated that Tothing 1is
known “officially” of the Malines Con-
ferences on the re-union of the Angli-
can and Catholic Churches, I have ob-
tained from a high Prelate of the Holy
See the following statement wires the
“Daily News” correspondent (quoted
by special arrangement):—

“All Popes have always desired the
unfon of the Church. The latest' Papal
appeal was that voiced by Plus XI,,
when he urged the union of the Orient-
al Churches to Rome. Similar appeals
for union were launched by the Arch-
dishop of Canterbury, and both the
fatter and the Pope found supporters,
as was shown by the'revelation by |
Lord Halitax of the earlier Malines
conversations with Cardinal Mercier,
So Malines became the centre of the
discussions. Theae are quite unofficial
so far as'the Vatican'is concerned.

“The Vatican, while wishing well to
such efforts, remains outside, The
two points of view are very far apart,
The Anglican would welcome a feder-
ation of the Churches as a means of
strengthening ' the Christian spirit
weakened by the war, and also as &
means of world pacification, The Vati-
can, however, wants re-union on. con- |'
dition of the recognition of the su-},
preme authority of ‘the Pope. i

‘“With such differences agreement |
is dificult, and the Vatican prefers to
keep out of any conversation aiming
at re-union, unless Anglican really
want more than simple friendship be-
tween the Churches and are willing to
recognise the supreme religious au-
thority of the Roman Pontiff.”
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY—

STATEMENT ON RECENT CON-

FERENCE—ANGLICAN ATTITUDE.

DEFINED,

The Archbishop of Canterbury has
written to the Archbishops and Metro-
politans of the Anglican Communion
from Lambeth . Palace under date |1
Christmas, 1923, on the subject of re-
union, G

In the course of his letter, the
Frimate says:—More than three years
have passed since the.Lambeth Con-
ference of 1920, and I am sending to
the Metropolitans of our Communion a
brief summary of the position, as I
view it, of the Re-union guestion. This |
letter is not in any strict sense officlal,
It is merely a brief summary of what
seem to be the present features of the |
scene of “movemént” viewed from an

mity, was cf od in  many
uages-and in many )
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d take place, A w;n

-t 8xpressed on both sides that the g

participanits should be g

‘and I took the responsihy
itely inwiting Dr. Charles o

{1ate Bishop of Oxford, and Dy
‘Warden of Keble College, Oxforg l‘

{ 0f whom had given special atteng
to the Roman question), to jop |

| -Anglican group. This increage
| responsibility and I found myself

| coneurrence with the Cardinal, g
| a8 with the members of the o
: ;poﬁp, in pressing the point that
{ to any discussion upon the ..._;
‘administrative questions which y

| arise, attention should be concent
|| upon the great doctrinal and hig

ical issues at stake between thg

4 Churches. Certain memoranda
| prepared and circulated, and I hag
sonally conferred at Lambeth wity§
five Anglicans who were to take y

in the third conference, together
a few friends and counsellors wj
I' had invited to meet them. Ty
always considered it 1mbortant thl
our representatives at conferepy

.| - which take place, whether with §
Chuwchmen or Orthodox or Catholig
,Shoyld remember that, while egcp}
| dividual remains free to express
own opinfons, what is in questin

what the great Anglican body ha§
the. past maintained or is likely
maintain jin the future.
ARCHBISHOP'S HOPES,

I found, as I anticipaied, that
visitors to Malines were not likely§
forge what the historical Angliy
position and .claims have been in
past, as set. forward, for example,
the great theologians of the sixtea
and seventeenth centuries—a posity
which we have no thought of chamg
ing or weakening to-day . It seemd
to me to be f’air to the Catholic me
bers of the Malines Conference, n
augmented by the sddition of Mons|
nor Batiffol and the Abbe Hemer,
the 'firmness 'and coherence, as
believe, of our Anglican doctrine
system should be unmistakably
forward.

Thus arranged the third Confere
was held at Malines a few weeks of
under the same kindly hospitality
before, There has not yet heen {
fo weigh adequately the record of
conversations which took plice, il
less fhe unsolved differences wh

{ they ‘exhibit, ‘but I may say at oo
that, as was inevitable, the dis
sions are still in equite elements
stage;, and that no estimate, so far
I can judge, can yet be formed ms
thelr‘ultimate value,  Needless to o
there has been no attempt to Initie

[ | what ' may- be alleged ‘negotiation
of any sort. The Anglicans, Wi
| have with my . full encouragemef
taken part, are in no sense delegt
or’ represeatatives of the ('hurch’
2 ‘whole. I had neithor the will it
the right to give them that charact
This is well understood on hoth sid
They have sought merely to effed
some reinstatement of controveri

|l questions, and some eluccidation
perplexities.” And to me it seems il
dubitab\le that good must, in the Prf
vidence of God, ensue f the mé!

‘ffact that men possessing h pect

{iar qualifications for the task shoull
in an atmosphere of goodwill O
either side, have held quiet and unme

.| strained converse with a group §
Catholiec theologians similarly equl
ped. . No further plans are yet Ir

'pared, but it is impossible, I thid
to doubt that further conversatiol
must follow from tpe careful tall

t already held. At the leas
endeavored in this direction,
others, to give effect to the

'| recommendation of the Lombeth Cob

Fl ference that, we ‘should “invite I

il authorities' of other Churches to %
fer with (us) concerning the possibiy
ity of taking definitz steps to co-0

| érate in'a common endeavor....:

i restore the wunity of the Church ¢

‘{ Christ.” 3

I have stated all this somewhat (8

|1y, though there is of course, a &4

11 more which might be said.
deed, I hope myself before long
haye an opportunity f Convocstif§
or elsewhere of speaking further i3

‘'on’ the subject. From the nature?
the ©asé the proceedings have of 144
essity been private. To attempt (€
publiely would have been obviol
futile. For what has been done I
bound to accept full personal resP’

‘sibility. 1 have not thought it Tié¥

deed’ practicable, to {070
others in that responsibility, tho'8

P?"‘ confidentially informed all e
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