
We know that The nnest nving mu- | 
sical composer of Italy leads the 
Vatican choir and the finest organist 
of all London is master of St. Paul's 
famous organ and that Plymouth 
church was not more noted for the 
fact that it had one of the greatest 
of musicians, who was able to make 
its organ pipes weep and sob as 
well as sound a mighty hosanna. Are 
not some of our churches on account 
of their wealth being more and 
more secularized into mere social 
clubs? Do not many professional 
men go to church not for the spiri­
tual good they may get out of those 
churches, but that they may be able 
to come in touch with those who 
worship in those congregations? Is 
it not becoming more and more the 
custom for the members of the 
church boards of trustees to judge of 
the success or the failure of the 
church by the criterion of money—by 
the way that church in its collec­
tions is able to take in as well as 
give out wealth?

Oh, yes, my friends, the church 
members should heed the Lenten sum­
mons. They should heed the spiri­
tual call, which soars above the dis­
cordant ones of the busy marts even 
as the clear note of the thrush may 
be heard above the bedlam of the 
woods sounding the reveille of the 
morning. They should hear the Len­
ten call which says to the clergy­
man, "Oh, ordained andershepherd of 
the Christian pulpit, down on your 
knees and pray!" Lent calls to the 
elders and deacons and Sunday 
school officers, "Down on your knees 
and pray!" It calls to the lay 
members, whether bediamonded and 
in silks or in humble, homespun.
"Down on your knees in prayer!

separated from the gold, and thou­
sands of dollars' worth of gold are tual Lenten 
thus collected for the United States

Oh, that we might all heed the spiri-
call and make Christ’s

church a veritable "house of pray­
er."treasury. In spite of all our pre­

cautions the minute, innumerable 
stains of sin will creep into the 
heart. Therefore each year it is very 
desirable to obey the call to the 
Lenten spring fast.

Once a year is certainly not too 
often to take a spiritual accounting 
and to conduct a serious self exami­
nation. The call to a fast should 
reach the ear of every Christian. 
What does that mean? Shall our 
wives and mothers and sisters go to 
the grocer and the butcher and the 
baker and say, "We do not want any 
more meat or vegetables or bread 
for the next forty days?" Does it 
mean that all the members of a 
home shall go without physical nut­
rition, as Dr. Tanner fasted for forty 
days and Leonard Thress fasted for 
fifty days and Rev. C. H. Dalrymple 
fasted for thirty-nine days and Mil- 
ton Rathburn fasted for thirty-six 
days and Estella F. Kuenzel fasted 
for forty-one days? Oh, no. The 
habit of fasting, inspired by boastful 
folly and the desire of seeing how 
long we can live without tasting 
food, is just as sinful as the oppo­
site extreme of gluttony, to see how 
much one can eat without utterly de­
stroying the smooth workings of the 
digestive organs.

Spiritual housecleaning does not 
mean the complete abstinence from 
physical food. It does mean em­
phatically the reconsecration and the 
rededication of the domestic fireside 
to Jesus Christ through self abnega- 
tion. It means that we shall have 
prayers at the cradle. It means that 
we shall have prayers in the bed- 
room and prayers in the parlor and 
prayers in the sitting room and 
prayers in the kitchen and have the 
dining room spread with 9 ^••^ 
banquet of the bread of life.

The Lenton season in the home 
means simply the spiritual prepara­
tion for Christ to visit the home. 
When Martin Farquhar Tupper, the 
famous English poet, came to visit 
us in Brooklyn we gave to him the 
very best room in the house. Wo 
gathered together the most famous 
literary men of the city to meet him. 
At that party Horace Greeley came, 
and William Cullen Bryant came and 
read his "Thanatopsis," and George 
William Curtis came, and I think 
John G. Whittier came. I well re­
member my mother giving to me 
Tupper's popular book, "Proverbial 
Philosophy," and saying: "Read 
that book. You should know who 
Martin Farquhar Tupper is before he 
comes, and then you can honor him 
as he should be honored." In like 
manner the Lenten season in the 
home is an appropriate time for the 
spiritual preparation for Christ’s 
coming to the home. The children 
should be told all about him and be 
prepared to welcome the Saviour as 
a friend. The cook and the chamber- 
maid should be told all about him, 
so that they may know how Christ 
loved Martha, the busy cook, as well 
as the gentle Mary who sat at his 
feet. Home -friends should be told hall about him, so that they also may become in and honor the divine guest.

should prepare to greet Christ Thot as a stranger, but as a long 
gloved and anxiously awaited friend. 
• The Lenten season is an annual 

plea for the spiritualization of the 
church. Ministers of the different 
Protestant Churches are more and 
more getting into the custom of 
going into a ‘‘retreat’ at least once 
a year, where by fasting and prayer 
they may spiritually prepare them- 
selves for their ecclesiastical minis- 
trations. At least once a year as 
church members we should go into a 
spiritual "retreat." In that Tre-

Thus, my friends, the spring fast 
calls to the men in the social world 
and to the men in the business world 
and to the men in the homo and to 
the men in the church to come to 
prayers. It calls at this time be­
cause on the coming Ash Wednesday 
we shall celebrate the beginning of 
one of the most triumphant and yet 
saddest times of all Christ’s earthly 
existence. The Jordanie baptism was 
just over. Christ was about to begin 
his divine mission. We know not 
how far the human nature he as- :sumed may have obscured for the 
time the divine attributes he pos-2
sessed. It may be that in those for-• ont 0070 CCLC1rty days of solitary thought and 
prayer he realized more clearly than 
in his former years the sublimity of 
his work and of his scarifice. He saw 
what his work was to be. He saw
how he must carry the burden of
man’s sins and die for man and be 
resurrected before he could return to 
his Father’s throne.

May this coming spring fast of the
TheUse

Lenten season be to you also a AutoAhtime of spiritual awakening. May it
time when you will not onlybe a

realize that God has a glorious i
earthly work for you to do, but a 
time when you can realize that after 
work is done you shall live on and

Valve isOil|on and with Christ and never die. 
May you during the next coming 
forty days be much in prayer, much 
In earnest beseechment. May you 
also feel and know that the way 
you are to be best fitted for that 
earthly work is by the depth of your 
repentance as well as by the height 
of your glorious and triumphant
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Ring up 391 for that bursted 
water pipe or call and get an es­
timate on contemplated plumbing, 
hot water, steam and gas fitting 
work Your patronage is respect­
fully solicited by

It is a great mistake to imagine 
that persons of robust health and 
good vitality are suddenly seized with 
paralysis.

All nervous diseases axe slow: it 
coming on, and for this reason the 
victim does not often realize his dan- 
ger until overtaken by prostration 
or paralysis.

Loss of interest in life, sleepless- 
ness, irritability, failure of memory, 
inability to concentrate the mind, 
muscular weakness, indigestion, head- 
ache, twitching of the nerves, feel- 
ings of depression and despondency 
are among the symptoms which tell 
of an: exhausted nervous system, and 
the approach of paralysis.

Dir. Chase’s Nerve Food stops the 
wasting process by which the nerve 
cells are being destroyed, and by 
formin g new, rich blood and creat­
ing new nerve force positively and 
permanently restores the nervous 
system.

There is no other way in this world 
by which nervous exhaustion can be 
overcome and prostration and paraly­
sis prevented.

Stimulants and narcotics merely 
hasten collapse. Restorative treat­
ment is necessary.

The process of reconstruction is ne­
cessarily gradual, but you can be ab­
solutely certain that- every dose of 
Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food is doing you 
lasting good.
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treat” we should call upon our It is your duty to study your symp- 
oly toms and prevent the dreadful results 

of neglected nervous diseases.
Heavenly Father that the
Spirit may bless us in our relation-

Mr. John Peters, teamster for Mr. 
Oldershaw, and living on Edgar St., 
Chatham, Ont., states:

“For a long time I have been 
troubled with nervousness, sleepless- 
ness and severe nervous headache. I 
procured a box of Dr. Chase’s Nerve I

ship with our midweek prayer meet­
ings and Sunday schools and Chris­
tian Endeavor Societies and bless us 
in our relationship to his groat 
church at large.

After Jesus Christ drove the money 
changers out of the temple, were the 
attempts to secularize the house of 
God into a place for mere education­
al and literary and musical and so-
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on account of the oratorical gifts of 
the preacher? Did not thousands 
upon thousands, of worshipers nit at
the feet of a Deecher, a Cumming. a 
Rowland, ait and a John Wesley, 
not because they were worshiping mmores or 
(Jod, but rather because they were every box.Loramping a lent an tie

mmousreceipt book author are on A wise man enjoys the little he has, 
------ - h while the fool is looking for more.

"lengthening or days," should be 
observed all the world over by all 
Christians, no matter to what indi­
vidual churches they may belong.

The Episcopalin Lent, in the first 
place, calls a halt to the social dis- 
sipations now being practiced in all 
the large cities. It cries, "Peace, be 
still!" to the social whirlpool, which 
is gradually sucking down its many 
struggling victims as Peter was 
once being drawn into the depths of 
the Galilean lake. It says to the 
women of the "social abyss," "You 
have something higher to live for 
than a nightly round of receptions 
and parties and a never ending suc­
cession of afternoon teas." It says 
to the young men of the "social 
abyss," who, under the power of 
stimulants, are trying to work in 
the store day by day and to danoe 
almost every night until 1 or 2 
o'clock in the morning, ‘Young 
man, you had better stop and con­
sider to what purpose you are de­
voting the best energies of your 
life." It warns the social devotee of 
the spiritual danger of his course, 
as al noted New York capitalist 
warned him of the financial danger, 
when some time ago he said: "The 
young men who will not succeed in 
business are those who night after 
night may be found in the ball- 
rooms and the dance halls and at 
the city clubhouses drinking a little.

THE LENTEN SUMMONSning
PREACHER SOUNDS UNIVERSAL CALL

« TO ALL CLASSES.
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TO ANNUAL SPIRITUAL DUTIES

“Sanctify Ye a Fast; Call a Solemn As- 
semblage," Applies to the Rich and 
the Peer Alike, the Social Devetee, 
the Business Man, the Humble Werk- 
er and the Hemekeeper—The Spring 
Fast.

Entered according to Act ef Parliament of Can- 
ada, in the year 1904, by William Baily, of To- 
rente, at the Dep’t of Agriculture. Ottawa.

Los Angeles, Cal., FA. 21.—In 
this sermon the preacher sounds the 
Lenten call to all classes—the social 
devotee, the business man, the 
humble worker and the homekeeper, 
the rich and the poor alike—as a 
summons to the annual duties of the 
season of spiritual preparation. The 
text is Joel i, 14, "Sanctify ye a 
fast; call a solemn assemblage."

The Presbyterian Church has en­
rolled among its leaders many intel­
lectual theologians. Entitled to a 
prominent place among them by his 
learning, philosophic acumen and

W York

LARS 
estie Agencies,

ONT.
playing cards a little and eating
expensive dinners. They are some­
times called the drones of society. 
This is a misnomer. Like some small 
insects that sport for a day in the 
summer sunshine, they are minute

sanctified common sense is Dr. Fran- destructives. Their lives in the 
cis L. Patton, formerly president of economy of social life make one of 
_ „ , . _ - the petty agencies of degeneration.’’Princeton University and now Presi- Was not the capitalist right? Are 
dent of Princeton Theological Semi- not the ball-room and the dance hall 

antes have impressed meg but none and the clubhouse a continual men- more than one he made on the value ace to success in business? Can a 
aped usefulness of the Episcopalian 
ch.
His words in substance were: "I 

believe the Episcopalian Church is 
one of the most effective churches in 
existence to-day. I believe in its 
ritual; I believe in its teachings. If 
I were not a Presbyterian, I would 
certainly be an Episcopalian. But, 
though I love and honor the Epis­
copalian Church, I also believe that 
the most absurd of monstrosities is 
a Presbyterian in his form of wor­
ship trying to ape an Episcopalian. 
While we are Presbyterians let us re­
main Presbyterians. When we want 
to become Episcoplaians in our 
form of worship, in responsive read­
ings and in all that the Episcopali­
an service implies, let us become 
Episcopalians. But do not let us 
try to change the Presbyterian pul­
pit into a chancel br the grand 
old simple service of the Presbyteri­
an Church into a concert by a sur- 
pliced choir and into the liturgy of 
the Episcopalian Church.”

Amen, say I, to the sound advice 
of Dr. Patton. The simple doxology, 

• the two or three congregational 
hymns, the chapter read from the 
Bible, the earnest prayers and the 
doctrinal as well as practical sermon 

/ can never be excelled as a service 
for the grand old church which the 
names of John Calvin and John
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young man go to a progressive 
euchre party and play cards until 
11 o’clock and sit down to a mid­
night banquet and then be in the 
right physical and mental trim to 
sell goods in the store the next 
morning? Is not the social shrine 
also a very poor foundation upon 
which to build the altar of Jesus 
Christ? Is not most of its influence 
spiritually depleting? Some time 
ago I read a wonderful book entitl­
ed "The Call of the Wild." The cen­
tral figure of that story was a mag­
nificent dog, a cross between a St. 
Bernard and a Great Dane. He was 
stolen from his California home and 
sent far north into the Klondike re­
gions, where he was compelled to 
drag the miners' sleds over the 
Alaskan snows. Jack London, the 
writer, with a master hand traces 
him from a great, big, loving house

mber and 
nuf’g. Co. 

re and 
tractors.

00,000
dog down and down until he is a 
dog thief among dog thieves. HeEAR. traces his degeneracy down and 
down until at last the hayings of 
the wolves call him into the dark­
ness of the northern forests, and 
"the call of the wild" is answered 
by "the response of the wild."

Is not society's call too often "the 
call of the wild?" In the social 
world when you give a banquet do 
you not for the most part ask only 
those in your own social set? Do 
you obey the divine command, 
"When thou makest a dinner or a 
supper call not thy friends nor thy 
brethren, neither thy kinsmen nor

te New York 
ually in the 
advertising.

offers such 
ambitious.

Knox and Thomas Chalmers and i 
Thomas Guthrie and Lowell Mason I 
and William Taylor and John Hall i

respondents 
iton. Pa.

have made immortal. But, though 
I would not have the Presbyterian 
Church adopt a ritual, I still in­
sist that the Episcopalian Church 
has not an exclusive title to all the 
good things she may hold dear. Es­
pecially do I affirm that she has not

I thy rich neighbors lest they also 
1 bid thee again and a recompense be 

made thee. But when thou makest a 
feast call the poor, the maimed, the 

I lame, the blind, and thou shalt be 
blessed, for they cannot recompense 

a sole right to her spring fast. I thee, but thou shalt be recompensed 
which starts with Ash Wednesdav I at the resurrection of the just. Is 
and closes with Easter’s dawn i not society’s call otten "the call of 
‘Way back in Joel we read the com- i the, wild’ because it is a call to 
mand, "Sanctify ye a fast; call a : selfishness, the call of only doing 
solemn assemblage " If that divine good to them who do good to you? 
command is still in force for us as is it not often the call merely of
for God’s ancient people, is there a -, wealth to associate with wealth and
better time for its observance than î social caste with social caste?,Oh’ 
the period preceding our commemor- ye worshipers at the social shrines, ation of the passion and resurrection I better heed to-day the Lenten call, 
of our Lord? It was at this season : Better snud out the many lights of 
of the year, too, that the Master the ball-rooms and the banquet 
withdrew to the desert before th. halls! Know yo not that during the 
beginning of his ministry and there, I -‘spring fast the lowly Nazarene is 
fasting for forty days, prepared for I knocking at the door of your hearts 
the ordeal of his temptation. It will trying to get in? . .. .
be well for Presbyterians as tor ,The Episcopalian Lent, in the next
Episcopalians to meditate on that place, is a protest against business 
experience of our Lord and draw . absorption. It says to the merchant, 
near to him in our hearts. We must the manufacturer and the profession- 
hâve self abnegation for sin before 1
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Indeed, you must work and work 
yourwe can truly have closer union with 

God. Therefore the purpose of this 
sermon is to show why the Episco­
palian Lent should become a Pres­
byterian Lent, also why the "spring 
fast,’’ which is the time of the

hard if you are to support
family and meet the financial necessi­
ties which are yours. But, oh, man, 
you have no right to make the ac- 
quisition of money the chief object 
of your life any more than you have
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. right to: live to ent. Dy the sweat 
of thy face shall thou eat bread.’ 
But that, sweat should not make 
thee indifferent to God or to the 
higher purposes of life, for which 
thou wert created.’’

But the great danger of money 
making is that the acquisition of 
wealth may become a passion. The 
calls of the money market become 
so great and urgent that an aver­
age business man does not feel that 
he has time to stop and think about 
his relations to God. But though 
the business world would demand all 
of a man's energies, the Lenten 
season comes into a busy merchant's 
life and says, "Oh, man, you should 
never be too busy to take time to 
think of your responsibilities to 
God!"

The Episcopalian Lent, in the next 
place, is a time for spiritual house- 
cleaning. As the "spring fast" im­
mediately succeeds the time when 
the business man takes an account 
of stock, we find the spring fast 
comes just before the days when the 
housewives are turning the houses 
upside down in their semi-annual at­
tacks upon the dust and the moths. 
It is the time which we husbands 
dread, but it is the housecleaning 
time, which every prudent wife de­
clares is essential for the physical 
health of her family. It is absolutely 
necessary to keep physical dirt out 
of a house, yet in spite of all pre- 
cautions it will keep creeping in ev­
erywhere. Although the workmen in 
the Philadelphia mint are as careful 
as they can be, the dirt and the 
fine particles of gold will sift 
through the floor cracks. So great 
are these siftings that every year 
the floor is taken up and the dirt is


