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;Every Tenth Man in Insu
bordinate German Bat

talion Was Shot
OTHERS CAPITULATED

Advance Through Hinden- 
burg Line Appears a 

Possibility
BRITISH MAKE GAINS

Progress Continues Despite 
Stubborn German 

Resistance

Extension of British Line 
North of Scarpe Brings 

This About
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COUNTRY IS OPEN
Since Last Wednesday, British Have 

Taken a Total of 21,000 Prisoners— 
Australian Forces Make Progress North 
and South of Somme

By Courier Leased Wire.
Amsterdam, Aug. 27.—There 

are persistent rumors from a 
German source, says the fron
tier correspondent of The Tele- 
graaf, that a German battalion 
on being ordered to the front, 
unanimously refused to go, 
whereupon every tenth man was 
shot. The others then gave up 
their resistance.

jExcellent Terrain for Horses 
and Tanks Lies 

Ahead
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By the Associated Press.
With the British army in France, 

Monday, Aug. 26.— (Evening)—The 
extension of the British Tine north 
of the Scarpe has brought the at
tackers to within striking distance 
of a good part of the Hindenburg 
line, hack of which is open country 
with the terrain and roads in ex
cellent condition for the movement 
of tanks and horses.

The British made steady progress 
again to-day, especially on the new 
section of the front, around Ba
paume and astride the Somme. Ger
man resistance again was stubborn. 
However, it is beginning to look as 
though the enemy is fighting rear
guard actions with the hope of hold
ing up the British until) he 
move his material to the rear.

No fresh German divisions have 
been identified in the recent fight
ing. The strategy of the German

a By Courier Leased Wire.
New York, Aug. 27.— The As

sociated press this morning issue! 
the following:

British pressure is being main
tained all along the iront from the 
Scarpe to the Somme, and an advan- 

through the Hindenburg line 
south of thoi Scarpe, appears as one 
of the possibilities of the near fu
ture.
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By the Associated Press.
With The British Army in France, Aug. 27.—Bulletin.— 

The Hindenburg Line has been penetrated by British Troops 
at a point east of Heninel.

British forces are established in the northern outskirts 
of Bapaume, according to the official statement issued at 
the War Office today.

PARIS, Aug. 27.—Bulletin.—French troops advanced 
this morning in the region of St. Hard, southwest of Roye, 
after having repulsed a number of enemy counter-attacks in 
that sector, according to the official statement issued at the 
War Office today. They have captured 1,100 prisoners, in
cluding two battalion commanders, the statement says.

East of Bagneux, north of the Aisne, the French have 
advanced their line about three quarters of a *■**'* 
ment says. German counter-attac 
region.

BRITISH MAKING PROGRESS
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On the new section of the battlo- 

the British are on the Hln-field,
denburg lino, but apparently have 
not progressed east of It on a front 
of any great width. Important 

have

GERMAN CLAIMS.
Berlin, Monday, Aug. 2-6.— (via 

London)—The supplementary offi
cial statement from German general 
headquarters this evening reads :
, “The British attacks have extended 
to north of the Scarpe.

"On both sides of Bapaume and 
.north of the Somme there have been 
vigorous engagements. Enemy at
tacks in the main, however, failed. 
At some places counter-attacks still 

high command now is to leave hat- are in pregrese. Longu-evel and 
tered divisions m fight rearguard ao Mont Auban. tepaorariKy lost, have 
lion.- and, w'id-ettalK-, ■> to ■'have a'Tbeen feCaipturwI. ™ 
large part of the remnants of these “Between the Somme and the Oise

apart from local engagements north 
of the Avre the day has been quieter. 
'Partial engagements occurred north 
-of the Aisne.”

.speronne
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gains 
astride
brai road and another push like that 
of Monday’s will place the northern 
wing of the British attacking armies 

ground virtually unscarred by

been made
the Arras-Cam-

The Shaded Portion represents the territory gained between the Somme and 
the Scarpe. The line of the Germans on March 21st last is shown. It' 
is possible that they will go back to the Tortille river, about half the 
distance between Albert and the old line.
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can

on
fighting. , /

German resistance continues to 
be stubborn, but it h believed that “
the enemy is fighting rearguard ac-

defensive lino, probanly north and 
south through Pemnue. Divisions 
which liavo stood tiie orunt of the 
fighting for several days are still In 
the line.

Additional prisoners have been ta
ken by he British, who also have 
increased their capture of material 
and machine guns. The Germn loo
ses still arc heavy, particularly 
where enemy counter-attacks have 
been broken up by British artillery 
fire.

[change in
HUN GOVT. 

EXPECTED

mm■

FROM EAST 
IN FIGHT

mw
.LONDON, Aug. 27.—Bulletin.—British troops in the 

great battle in northern Picardy are making progress to
wards the villages of Beugnatre, two and a half miles north
east of Bapaume, according to the official statement issued 
at the war office today. There is hard fighting around 
Croisilles, further north, the statement says.

Since last Wednesday, the British have taken 21,000 
prisoners, the statement says.

The British have pushed through the town of Montau- 
ban, three miles north of the Somme, and capturing the wood 
near that place, have reached Longueval, the statement says.

Australian forces have made substantial progress to
ward Dompierre, south of the Somme and east of Suzanne, 
north of the river, the statement adds.

FRENCH OFFICIAL
Paris, Aug. 27.—The text of 

the war office statement reads:
“South of the Avre, French 

troops accentuated their pro
gress this morning in the region 
of St. Mard, after having re
pulsed a number of enemy coun
ter attacks. We have taken more 
than 1,100 prisoners during 
these combats. Of these 36 are 
officers, two of whom are battal
ion commanders.

“Between the Oise and the 
Aisne German counter attacks 
west of Chavigny, broke down 
last evening. Thirty prisoners re
mained in our hands, 
region east of Bagneux we have 
advanced our line about 1,200 
metres.

“During the night there were 
lively artillery duels between the 
Ailette and the Aisne.”

formations chewed to pieces by the 
British fire.

Elements of nearly thirty German 
divisions, many of whidh have been 
badly hit and crippled, are striving 
to hold off the British. There are 
signs of even greater confusion be
hind the German lines. Companies 
of various regiments have been 
thrown in almost any place. The 
strength of a large number of tihese 
companies has been whittled down 
■until they hardly contain 2'5 men, 
according to prisoners, many more 
of whom have passed through the 
collecting cages.

General Ludendorff perhaps has 
some plans to make a stand to the 
rear of the present line and is sav
ing what imen he can for that pur
pose. it would not be surprising 
if the enemy intended to put up a 
stiff defence somewhere on a line 
running 'generally north and south 
through Peronne.

There was hard fighting tn-diiv 
around Bapaume, Favre nil, jv»1: 
north of Bapaume, has been taken 
and the streets run red with the 
blood of Germans killed there. The 
enemy was prepared lo launch a 
counter-attack here but ns his troops 
moved toward the town from th ! 
east they were caught under the fire 
of the British artillery. The British 
then stormed into the town and 
captured what remained of the ene
my’s force. 110 men and five offi
cers .

:t

Prisoners Captured by Brit
ish Express Extreme 

Discontent

HOPE FOR REVOLUTION

German Soldiers Released 
From Captivity in Rus

sia Arriving

MAKE POOR SOLDIERS
ITALIANS FALL

Each extension northward of the 
fighting line adds to the difficulties 
and dangers of the Germans within 
the Picardy salient. An advance of 
several miles south of the Scarpe. 
or winning of the Hindenburg lice of 
a front of any width would outflank 
virtually all the German gains main 
in Picardy this year. Behind the ad
vancing British line astride the 
Scarpe, are the hills around Arran 
from which hundreds of guns pour 
a devastating tiro on the hard pres
sed Germans Several miles In the 
rear of the Hindenburg line, east r-t 
Arras, is a trench system known as 
the Queant-Drocourt switch line. 
How formidable this is, is uncertain 

(Continued cn page three)

(By The Associated Press.)
With the British Army in Franco,

Monday, Aug* 26.—The idea of a . Sunday, Aug. 25.—German soldiers 
change of form in the government j released from captivity in Russia 
of Germany seems to occupy a place have begun to arrive on the western 
in the thoughts of many German sol-, front, it has beqn learned from

prisoners captured in recent battles.
One hundred of these men who 

returned to Germany through the 
Ukraine, were sent to a reserve divi
sion. Eighteen deserted before the 
detachment got out of Germany, 
while three were killed in jumping 
from a railroad train. The others 
reached their destination in a re
factory mood.
from this division agree that the 
men returned from Russia make the 
poorest kind of reinforcements. They 
are not only ill humored, it is de
clared, but resent all discipline.

(By The Associated Press). 
With the French Army in France,

I H

OVER 2,000 PRISONERS
Paris, Aug. 27.—In their ad

vance in the region of Monchy- 
le-Preux Monday, British troops 
captured more than 2,000 pris
oners, the newspapers here say.

On a front of six miles south 
of the Scarpe, the British ad
vanced to a maximum depth of 
two and a half miles. Important 
gains were made around Bap- 
aume and Croisilles, the centres 
of enemy resistance between the 
Ancre and the Scarpe.

No Germans remain in Bap
aume, says the correspondent of 
Le Matin, on the British front. 
He adds that patrols have pene
trated the ruins which mark the 
former enemy advanced concen
tration centre. The newspapers 
do not believe the Germans will 
be able to hold out in Roye 
much longer, despite the enorm
ous sacrifices they have.made In 
attempts to hold that town.

diers. judging from remarks made by 
prisoners. One of those who has 
expressed hope of a change was a 
soldier from Baden. Ho said he and 
hte comrades had had more war than 
they wanted and hoped that as soon 
as war was over Baden would be
come an independent republic.

More Alsatians have been cap
tured by the British. One of them 
said he had refused for three years 
to enter the German army. He 
finally was dragged in by force and 
since then has been mostly in the 
front lines.

Have Checked Superior Aus
trian Forces for Several 

Days in Albania

ARE NOW RETIRING
Withdraw to Prepare De

fences—Foe Losses are 
Heavy

AUSTRIAN CLAIMS
By Courier Leased Wire.

Rome, Monday, Aug. 26.—The 
Italian troops in Albania in the 
region of the Semeni and Osum 
rivers, after checking superior 
enemy forces in several days of 
fighting, have retired undis
turbed to prepare defences, says 
an official statement issued to
day. The Austrians suffered a 
sanguinary defeat on August 21, 
and have not renewed their at
tacks since.

All the prisoners

FLIGHT LT. F.S. 
SCHELL KILLEDSTRONG DEFENCES 

ARE TAKEN AT ROYE
In the

I
There are unconfirmed rumors 

that British patrols have reconn ti
lled into Bapaume mid have gone 
some distance without seeing aqv 
of tiie enemy. British shells have 
been raining cn Bapaume for many 
hours.

Large numbers of prisoners cap
tured have not yet arrived at fne 
cages because they are some dis
tance to the rear. Tills accounts f'v 
the tact that many captured Germans 
perhaps the number runs well in fhc. 
thousands, while well outside the 
'/one of fire in accordance with the 
rules of war have not y it reached 
tiie base cages.

The new section of the hatl.e 
front just south of Scatpe off;rs 
great possibilities. The attacking for
ces here are driving eastward ai 

( Continued on page three)

Local Aviator Makes the Su
preme Sacrifice—Other 

CasualtiesFrench Fought in Water up to Their Waists in Marshes 
Along Avre — Fresnoy and St Maro 

Fall

i

YESTERDAY’S ADVANCE WAD RUDE Killed in Action. 
Lieut. F. S. Schell. 
Gunner H.E. Fislter.

Wounded.

' 1
‘

the French offensive. Prisoners say 
the garrison had orders to hold out 
at any cost. The French attacked 
from the north and south simultan
eously and with such dash that the 
enemy, although aware of the im
pending attack was overwhelmed. 
Four hundred prisoners, including 
sixteen officers, were captured in 
the town.

The village of St. Mard in the low 
marsh lands of the Avre, south of 
Boye, and also a strong outpbst of 
that town, fell Into the hands of 
General De Beney’e men after a vio
lent struggle tills afternoon. 
Germans had reinforced their old 
defences by flooding the ground 
around their concrete blockhouses 
with water turned out from the 
Avre.

(By The Associated Press.)
With the French Army in France, 

Aug. 26.—Fighting in water up to 
thetir waists in the marshes along the 
Avre and charging the crews of ma
chine guns, who served their wea"p- 
ons until killed, the troops of the 
Third French Army to-day took two 
of the strongest defences of Roye. 
They also captured six hundred pris
oners and took important booty, In
cluding a large number of machine 
guns.

The first attack was upon the 
village of Fresnoy, two and a half 
miles north of Roye, where the Ger
mans had restored the old fortifica
tions of 1914-17, reinforced them 
with wire and installed many ma
chine gun nests. After a short artil
lery preparation, the French in
fantry stormed the position, rushing 
the concrete blockhouses and killing 
the gunners at their pieces. Fresnoy 
was one of the centres of enemy re
sistance around Roye that had. held 
outj against previous assaults and 
from it the Germans had launched 
counter-attacks in an effort to check

Pte. C. J. Webber.
Pte. F. B. Groat.
Pte. S. E. Hall.
Pte. W. Stuart.
Pte. Norman Norris.

LIEUT. STANLEY SCHELL 
During the past three years, 

Brantford has been called upon to 
mourn the loss of many of her gal
lant young sons, and the list was 
added to last night when the tidings 
were received that Lieut. F. Stanley 
Schell had heroically fallen In action 
Lieutenant Schell was born and edu
cated and lived his life in this city, 
with the exception of a brief period 
spent at Varsity and on a surveying 
party in the West. He had countless 
friends in Brantford, and was uni
versally liked and esteemed.

A keen and clever motorist, when 
war broke out, he naturally fancied 

The battle opened with a hard the flying branch of the eervtce, and 
struggle for the footbridges over the although past the age of 25 years, 
river. The Germans tried deaper- the limit generally accepted for fly- 
ately to recapture the bridges, but taf? men, he passed his preliminary 
were driven off by the French who examinations lin a brilliant manner, 
fought In water to their waists. At 5,nd two years ago last New Year’s 
St. Mard, as at Fresnoy, the German Day leff r°F E2g??,nv ^ojeomplete his 
machine gun fire was silenced only7he!rnlLeesKUnner* ^ klUed ** but Me? on found The aeriaT^k 
their pieces. unsuited to him. Instead of return-

to Canada, he plucktiy decided 
to enter the artillery, and eventually 

(Continued on page five)
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Attack East of Arras Carried Allied 
Battle Flank Toward Scarpe When 
Foe Eyes Were Turned Elsewhere

AUSTRIAN CLAIMS.
Vienna, Monday, Aug. 26.—(via 

London) — In Albania Austrian 
troops have recaptured Berat and 
the town of Pieri, near the mouth of 
the Semeni, says the official state
ment from Austro-Hungarian head
quarters to-day. The Italians lost 
heavily in men and material.

The statement reads:
“Fieri was captured yesterday 

(Sunday) after sanguinary street 
and house-to-house fighting. Later 
we captured Berat and Shortly after- 

they ! ward the Italians were driven from 
| the dominating heights of Speragi 
and Senja. The Italian losses in 

over tlhe greater men and material were heavy. On 
the the Upper Devoll we further oon- 

" solidated our successes.”
The Situation

In Albania, the Italians have been 
driven from Fieri and Berat, the 
most important towns captured In 
the July offensive. Vienna says that 
Fieri was taken after desperate fight
ing, and that the Italians suffered 
heavily in men and material.

WEATHER BULLETIN mToronto, Aug. 26. 
Showers and thun- 

have

By Courier Leased Wire 
( Canadian Press Dispatch from

Reuter’s Limited.)
At British Army Headquarters, 

Aug. 26. — (Noon)—This morning’s 
attack eastward of Arras carried our 
battle flank towards the Scarpe at ft 
moment when the eyes of the Ger
mans ' were turned nervously else
where. Consequently the enemy was 
rudely surprised when dense waves 
of British soldiers swept forward af
ter only the most brief artillery fire. 
The heavy wastage has caused the 
enemy in the last few days to trans
fer reserves from this region towards 
the Bapaume sector. This mominlg’s 
attack has progressed in the most 
favorable way, and at the moment of 
cabling it Is going well.

Canadians and other British troops 
have carried Monchy-le-Preux. South
ward of the Sommei, movement In the 
past 24 hours has been more restrict 
ed, but has been intensely active, es
pecially on the part of the Germans, 
who failed in numerous counter at
tacks and were unable to arrest our 
progress.

As regards the enemy casualties, 
official figures show the terrible 
gruelling to which the enemy was 
subjected. Some battalions have been 
reduced to a hundred men and even 
fifty. The oDd animosity between 
infantrymen and artillery broke out 
In the prisoners cages, where the 
infantry accused the artillery men 
who had been taking prisoner of 

(Continued on page lUx)
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j eccAustMEY aoolibeon general from 
[ t'he Ontario Valley

to the Maritime 
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have also occurred
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Forecasts. 
Light to moderate 
north to east
winds, fine and

comparatively cool. Wednesday — 
Fair with stationary or higher tem

perature.

“Zimmie”
Roye is now invested from the

west, north and south and the Ger- 
( Continued on page two) i
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Penetrate Strongest Enemy Defenses East of Heninel
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