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1V. And be it further enaéted by the quthority aforefaid, That if any perfon fhall after the pafling
of this a&, make, alter, forge or counterfeit, or caufe or procure to be fal{ely made, altered, for-
ged or counterfeited, or a& or affift in fallely making, altering, forging or counterfeiting, any
fuch certificate of marriage as herein before is required to be given, or {hall knewingly and wilfully
infert or caule to be inferted in fuch regifter-book to be kept in each diftri& any falfe entry of
any matter or thing relating to any marriage, or a& or aflift in falfely making, altering, forging
any fuch entry in fuch regifter ; or utter or publifh as true, any fuch falfe, forged, altered, or
counterfeited certificate or regifter as aforefaid, or a copy thereof, knowing fuch certificate orre~
gifter of marriage relpe&ively to be falle, altered, forged, or counterfeited, or f{hall wilfully de-
ftroy or caufe or procure to be defiroyed any regifter-book of marriages or any part of fuch re-
giﬂer-book, with an intent to avoid any marriage, every perfon fo offending, and being thereof
lawfully conviéed, fhall for fuch offence fuffer fuch fine and imprifonment as to the court fthall
feem meet, provided fuch imprifonment be in the common gaol of the difiné, fora term not
lIefs than twelve calendar months.

V. Previded always, That when and fo foon as there fhall be five parfons or minifters of the
church of England, feverally incumbent and doing duty, within their refpeétive parifhes or pla-
ces, of refidence in any one diftri& within this province, that the authority herein before given
to the juflices of the peace, within fuch diftriét for the purpofes aforefaid, fhall ceafe and deter-
minz, and to the end that it may become publicly known when fuch a number of parfons or
minifters are incumbent within any diftri&, it fhall and may be lawful for the governor, lieute-
nant governor or perfon adminiftering the government of this province, and he is hereby requi-
red to give notice thereof, by an infirument underhis hand and feal to the firft general quarter fef-
fions to be holden for the faid diftri&, certiying that there are five parfons or minifters of the
church of England, feverally incumbent, and doing duty, within their relpe&ive parifhes, or
places of abode in the faid diftri&, and that therefore the provifions herein before made autho-
rizing the juftices ot the peace to {olemnize matrimony, have ceafed and determined within the
faid diftri&, which faid inftrument fhall be publicly read before the Jjuftices in quarter {effions
alfembled, and kept and preferved by the clerk of the peace, among the records of the faid dif=
tri&, and from and after the publication of fuch notice, it {hall not be lawful for any juftice
of the peace within fuch diftri, to perform the marriage ceremony ; and if any juftice of the
peace within the diftriét where fuch notification (hall have been made in manner aforefaid, {hall
a_fter the publication thereof, knowingly and wilfully pretend to perform the marriage
ceremony between any perfons under or by virtue of the powers of this a&, or under

‘any pretence whatever, he fhall for every {uch offence, forfeit and pay the {fum of twenty

pounds, one moiety thereof to his majefty, his heirs and fucceffors for the public ufes of the
province, and the fupport of the government thereof, and the other moiety to any perfon who
{hall fue for the fame by aétion of debt, plaint, biil or information, in any of his majefty’s
courts of record within this province, and fuch pretended marriage fo performed, fhall be m}ll
and void to all intents and purpofes whatever.

V1. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefuid, That it {hall be no valid obje@ion to the
legality of any marriage heretofor folemnized by any parfon or minifter either by licence,& oraf-
ter due publication of banns or hereafter to be fp‘lemnized in manner aforefaid, or by any juf-
tice ot the peace, duly authorized under the provifions of this a&, that the fame was not folem-
nized in a church or chapel duly confecrated, nor fhall any fuch marriage on account thereof,
be ‘held or taken to be illegal.

VIL. Andbe it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That this a& fhall be publicly read in
the feveral diftriéts of this province, at the opening of the general quarter feffions of the peace
for each diftri&, that fhall be holden next after the paffing thereof, and once in every year for
two years following, at the quarter {eflions to be holden in the month of January,
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