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2nd January, 1841.

HENRY PRESCOTT, Esquire, C. B., Governor.

"The completion of the line connecting Placentia and St. Mary’s with St. John’s, would
appear best calculated for the fulfilment of this object, and be essentially advantageous in
other particulars.

A general Road Bill, establishing a complete and uniform mode of preliminary Survey,
of subsequent supervision and effective audit, would be far preferable to the plan hitherto
pursued of a yearly Act constantly varying in its provisions. Under the proposed arrangement
it would only be necessary to decide, in cach Session, upon the sums to be expended, and the
localities to which they should be applied.

A case occurred early in the recess, which, in consequence of the Quarantine Act having
been allowed to expire, occasioned considerable perplexity. To prevent a repetition of such
inconvenience, and to enable the Executive legally to prescribe and enforce such measures as
may, under Providence, best guard the Public from contagious disease, is a matter well worthy
of your care.

You are aware that the Education Act will cease in the approaching month of May, and
that consequently it will be necessary to coutinue it for a certain period, or to prepare another
Rill. Its benefits have latterly been pretty generally extended ; and [ may here refer to the
message with which I last Session recommended to your favourable counsideration the Rules
and Regulatmns of the Board of Directors for the District of St. John’s— believing that under
them Catholic and Protestant Children are educated together in habits of friendship, while
they :ceive useful instruction and virtuous admonition.

A very serious Fire occurred in this Town in the month of September last, the destructive
ravages of which were arrested by the ardent zeal and daring courage of the Garrison, of the
Fire Companies, and of Individuals of every class of Society. Their strenuous efforts were,
however, much impeded by the want of water, which it would be well to obviate in future by
the formation of Reservoirs, the construction of floating Engines, or such other means as may
on investigation appear expedient.

The principal Legal Functionary of the Island having declared it fo be, in his opinion,
very desirahle that the Rights of the Fisherman, and of the Trade, should be regulated and
defined by some express enactment to which the Judges might refer, and which would guide
their decisions, I think it proper to submit this point for your determination,

I shall be happy to assist you to the utmost of my power in every effort for the public
good ; and it will be a source of the highest gratification to me should this, the concluding,
Session of the present General Assembly, be remarkable for the harmony of its proceedings
aund the beneficial results of its labors.

The Honorable the Attorney-General produced a Writ of Dedimus Polestatem, uuder
the Great Seal of this Colony, authorizing him to administer to Mr. Joseph Templeman the
necessary Oaths on being appoiuted Acting Deputy Clerk of this House, whereupon the Oath
of Allegiance and the Qath for the due Execution of the said Office were administered to
Myr. Templeman.

Ordered, that the Honorable Messrs. Simms, Spearman and Thomas be a Select Com-
inittee to draft an Address tothe Governor in answer to His Excellency’s Speech.

On motion, made and seconded, the House adjourned until Wednesday wnext, at One
o’Cleck, .
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