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‘We have therefore to record an increase of $2,337,260

in 1912 as compared with 1911. For the last ten years,

the record of increases of each year over the previous
one has been unbroken as the following table shows.

Table Showing the Annual Value of the Mineral Pro-

duction of the Province of Quebec Since 1903.

Year. Value.
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Notes on Mineral Production in 1912,

Asbestos.

Asbestos, as in the past years, heads the list of the
products of the Quebec mines in 1912. After having
passed through a severe erisis, the asbestos market is
steadily improving. This is specially true for the
higher grades, erude and long fiber mill-stock. The
demand for the short mill-stock is not brisk, and, as
a consequence, the qualities under $30 a ton have to be
sacrificed to some extent. :

Therefore, under these circumstances, of good prices
for high grade stock and low prices for short mill-stock
it is quite easy to understand that only the mines which
can produce the better qualities are able to operate sat-
isfactorily. Hence, none of the mines of the Broughton
distriet were operated during 1912, as the Broughton
rock is essentially a milling rock, containing as a rule
a good percentage of disseminated fiber, but short and
low in value. The same remark applies to most of the
mines of the Robertson district. . :

On the other hand, the Thetford mines and the Black
Lake mines worked steadily and the shipments are
higher than for 1911.

Figures of comparisons between the last three years
are given below:

Shipments of Asbestos.

L 1912, 1911, 1910.
L) R 111.175 102,224 80,605
Value, . .. ....... $3,059,084 $3,026,306  $2,667,829
Aver value per ton 27.52 $29.60 $33.10

which this year amounted to 62,107 tons, valued at
$631,963 for their copper and sulphur contents; as
compared with 38,554 tons, valued at $240,097 in 1911.

The Me¢Donald mine at Weedon which is operated by
the Hast Canada Smelting Co. is responsible for a large
part of the inerease. This mine is operating very sat-
isfactorily.

The Eustis mine, another mine of cupriferous pyrite
which has been in operation for 30 years. was another
active shipper.

Iron.—For the first time in a great many years, there
were no blast furnace operations in the Province of
Quebee. Both the Drummondville and the Radnor fur-
naces remained idle all year.

Gold and Silver.—The gold production of the Pro-
vince amounted to 980 oz. which represent a value of
$19,924. The sources are the same as last year; part of
this production comes from the Copper-Sulphur ores
of the Eastern Township mines and the balance is the
product of the operations of the Champs d’Or Rigaud-
Vaudreuil, who have a hydraulic plant near Beauce-
ville. The silver is also from the same sources.

Titaniferous Iron Ores.—There were 2,949 tons of
Titaniferous ores shipped to the United States during
1912. These were shipped as ores of Titanium. Part
came from the mines of St. Urbain, and the balance
from a mine situated at Ivry, near St. Jerome.

Mica.—The mica market was satisfactory this year.
There is a substantial increase to record as compared
with the previous year. As usual the production of
mica comes entirely from the Gatineau and Lievu River
distriet, to the north-east of Ottawa.

Graphite.—The shipments of graphite appearing in
the table of production were all made from Bucking-
ham, which is the center of the graphite industry in
the Province. However, it may be mentioned that a
company is building a modern and well-equipped mill
at St. Remi, Township of Amherst, some 40 miles north-
east of Buckingham, which is expected to start opera-
tions shortly.

Peat.—The Peat Industries, Limited, made returns
of shipments of 500 tons of peat fuel, valued at $2.000.
This ecompany operates at St. Brigide, near Farnham,
where a very complete air-dried peat fuel plant, of a
capacity of 4,000 tons a year. is installed and working
satisfactorily. The demand for this fuel is quite brisk
and there is no question about the possibility of dispos-
ing of a large quantity.

The summer season of 1912 was exceptionally un-
favorable for the production of air-dried peat on ac-
count of the rainy weather.

Structural Materials.—There is a marked inerease in
the production of the various struetural materials, lime-



