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“ Down by a running little brook,
I first met Maggie May,” I
For Maggie owned & dairy,and
She made the business pay.

ALITPER-DEPRCT.
Irene is fair and tall
And beautiful and young ; [ 7_ >
Well might her graces all
In poetry besung; :
But then her mouth's so small

It cannot hold her tongue.
—Fudge

RL_DESPERATE-CASKES.
When maids advance along in years
They often grow some bolder— 6
Display more arm and other charm,
More low neck and more shoulder.
As years advance, t0 perseverance
They trust far more than to appearance,

WOSRLLLIKE.TO KNOW.

I met her in the hallway
And kissed her tender lip,

Then through the rayless urknﬁu
I heard her lightly trip. |

And I would giveten dollars | g)
To be sure about the lark ; 1

Was it the mistress or the maid

I kissed there in the dark?
TAKING IT OOOLL;

The ship of an admiral, who was the
Duke of Wellington’s near connection,
was wrecked. He was placed in command
of a second ship, which was also lost and
he himself was drowned. Lord Charles
communicated the disaster to his father,
who merely exclaimed, with Spartan cold:
nese and brevity, “ That’s the second ship
he has lost.” The twin anecdote, so to cal-
it, had reference to Lord Charlds himself.
Being ordered with his regiment abroad,
he felt much concern at biddiag farewell
to his aged father, whom he might never
see again. On his making the announce-
ment, the duke, who had’been reading,
damped his emotion by saying shortly,
‘“ Good-bye, Charlie,good-bye!” and, taking
a last look before leaving the room, the son
was mortified to see that the father ap-
peared to be as intent on his reading as
ever.

MOTHER-OF-PEARL.

The most beautiful mother-of-pearl,
unless that of the obalone be excepted, is
obtained from the nautilus, which is a
cephalon and related to the cuttle-fish.
Occupying only the mouth of its dwelling,
the latter is composed of a series of empty
chambers, each of which the animal has
successively lived in and vacated as it
grew bigger, building up behind it at each
move a wall of purest pearl. These vacant
rooms of pearl are all connected by a

to so control the air supply in its house as
to make the domicile lightér or heavier at
will, in ordeF to ascend or descend in the
water. The shell is too thin to bear grind-

the outer coat and disclose the exquisite
nacre beneath. _A method of treating such
shells consists in drawing upon them with
& brush and wax varnish any designs

| bath of weak acid: mwmm
| the outer coat wherever it is not protected
| by the varnish, the result being a lovely |

cameo with raised figures in white on a
pearly ground. Nature, however, beats
art hollow at this sort of work. In the

of years ago, there lived certain cephalo-
‘“ammonites.” The pearl they produced
ammonites dug up to-day have been so
operated upon by the process of decay as

to form elaborate patterns on the shells in
pearl and white.

BANK CHEQUES.

The bank cheque is the most perfect
form of currency known because it is
drawn for a particular purpose, and when
this purpose has been accomplished, either
by presentation and payment of the cheque
in cash or by exchange through the Clear-
ing House, the instrument is cancelled and
perishes. The nearer a paper currency,
whether of bank notes or Government
notes, comes to this ideal the-better it Is.
There is an old eustom of the Bank of
Eongland that seems, without any particu-
lar meaning, to be still kept up by the
bank. It never issues a note a second
time, The notes it pays out are all new,
and when they return to the bank, even
upon the very day of their issue, they are
at once cancelled. In this custom there is
the survival of the original and correct
idea that the nearer the bank note, like
the cheque, could be kept to the exclu.
sive performance of the particular purpose
for which it was issued the better it was
for currency. “Even cheques often travel a
long time before they are cancelléd in
these days of country checks, and bank
notes and Government notes frequently
are never redeemed at-all until they are
worn almost to pleces. There is great
economy in the re-issue of notes, and

advantage.

Any note that continues to circulate
without garrying with it & motive for its
redemption in the that put
it into circulation in the first place must
necessarily beco'ne dangerops to the finan-

is the disadvantage of Jegal-tender notes
and other forms of Government paper. - It
was originally intended that a legal-tender
note should be cancelled by being made
redeemable in United States six per cent.
bond, and since 1879 it has been redeem-
able in gold. The bond redewnption was
abrogated by law in 1868 ; and as the gold
redemption does not carry cancellation
with it, it has no effect whatever in im-
parting any elasticity to the note. The
silver certificate carries even less motive
for its redemption, and the Treasury note
‘of 1800 still less. They are put out for the
very object of being kept in ecirculation,
and when they are once issued there is no
motive for their- return as long as confl-
dence in the financial strength of the
Treasury is continued. As these notes
carry no motive for their redemption so
long as circumstances are favorable, and
have a tendency to accumulate to a for-
midable extent in the banks at the money
centres, the fact that they are all practi-
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