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girst ; there is uniform testimony as to its prevailing
everywhere from primitive times. In other wordas,
thevery authority upon which we depend for the
New Testament, tells us that we have _the same min.
istry 8 prevailed everywhere in the_) primitive Churgh.,
By way of illustrating and justifying the position
taken by the Pan-Anglican Counecil, let me emphasise
ghis point. That Catholic Church of which we claim
$o be an integral part, *‘ has lasted on as a Divine In.
stitasion, a supernataral society, from the beginning
with its ontward form and organization, and its inter-
pal spiritaal life and gifts. In all ages it has borne
and has been known by these marks ; that it has pre

perved & three-fold ministry, of Bishops, Priests, and
Deacons, deriving authority through Episcopal Ordi-
gation (the * Historic Kpiscopate.”’) in an unbroken
line from the Apostles: that it witnesses to the Faith
s onoe delivered,” in the creeds which have come
down from the earliest times : and that it ministers
the Sacraments of the Gospel, Baptism, and the Holy
Eucharist, according to our Lord's command and
institation, as the great channels of His grace.” Let
s try and grasp this idea. It is a grand one. Sur-
veying the Christian world of to-day, the ** millions
behind the mountains,” as well as the few millions

-pearer home, we are moved by the force of the testi-

mony which we find is borne to the soundness of our
case. Let us not judge of the whole world by our
youthfal though vigorous Canada. Of those * who
profess and call themselves Christians,” there are in
she world, say, 366 millions, Of these four fifths at
least agree with us in these points,—the three-fold
ministry, the Apostles’' and Nicene Creeds, the
necessity of Baptism and the Holy Communion, and I
would add, the use of & Liturgy—leaving about a fifth
of the whole of Christendom, Protestants of the various
denominations, who do not hold all of the essential
points laid down by the Anglican Bishops. Under
shese circnmstances we naturally thiok, and think
rightly, that such a proposition for Union as chat em-
bodied in the proceedings of the Conference, or an
equivalent one, is the only one likely to succeed.
Ivisfelt by many outside of our commanion. both in
Europe and America, by Roman Catholics and Pro-
testants alike, that the Church of England is the only
possible intermediary between Pretestantand Catholic
Christians ; that being marked by soundness in the
faith and by the regularity and validity of her orders,
she alone can supply common ground on which a
divided Christendom may be broaght together. It
vill thus be seen that as Churchmen we take our
stand on the ground of Holy Scripture and history.
Such was the contention all through the Raformation
period, as iz abundantly manifest from the formula-
ries of our Church. We are not of yesterday. Oar
age is not one nundred years, nor two hundred, or
even three hundred years. A recent occurrence in
England bas helped to point out the venerable stand-
ing and the historical continuity of England’s Church.
A lease of some Church property which bad run for
999 years recently fell in. The Roman Cstholics in
the old country claimed the property as theirs, on the
assumption that a thousany years ago they were the
Koclesinstical body then in power. Their claiwo, bow-
ever, was rejected by the English Court; the case
was decided in favour of the Church of England as be-
ing the rightful owner, and the party interested at
the time that the lease was executed. There wsre
first the British and Maxon Churches, these gradually
merging in the seventh century, into the * English
Church,” and this again expanding into the great
Anglo-Catholic Communion. Thus we have a grand
historical position. In fact our lineage is traced back
88 regards faith and polity to the first days of Christ
iaaity. Our principles, our motto as & Church is
“ Primitive truth, and apostolic order.” In the inte-
rests of the truth we are obliged to maintain this posi-
tion, whether it be found to conflict with Rome on the
one hand, or with the great Protestant bodies on the
other. I think it was Cardinal Manning, in a recent
oconfroversy, when pressed with the testimony of the
early Charch,—who boldly declared that the Chargh
bad ' vonquered history.” The appeal to antiguity
Was t00 much for him. He would wipe out the past.
we cannot do ; nor have we any desire to do so.
No one, whether Pope, or Potentate, or church, can
change, much less abolish history as regards either
doctrine or ecclesiastical polity. = The appeal to ansi-
quity, which is so plainly characteristis of the Anglo-
dbolic Churches, is a two edged sword, catting on
right hand and on the lefs. In it we find a cruci-
al test. ** If (says alwriter whom I have briefly quoted

already,) Religion were a matter of human discovery, | and

like the arts and sciences—medicine, mausic, sculpture,
~then we should naturally, as in those branches of
Wwledge, correct the opinions of earlier days by
those of later times. But religion, and the Christian
n in particular, the Church believes to be &

matter, not of human speculasion and discovery, bat | pi

ivine revelation. While men were left to find out
What was of comparatively small importance,
Which belonged only to this lower world, Almighty
God has made known to us shat whioh is of the utmoss
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goncern for all to know, the truths of religion concern-
ing \Hlm_self' His being, nature and cbiract»f.r, and
29““31”“1“& ourselves, our origin and destiny, the true
if}:“n;‘:];)f 3‘;}2 :;fs, our relations to our Maker, ~and
kiiowlodas eby We may approach Him. This

viedge In which man’s true life consists God has
revealed, speaking most plainly by His Son ; and con-
“tquently in matters of religion the Church appeals in
essential poinss to the belief and practice of the ages
nearest to the Lord and His immediate disciples, as
Witnessing to the purity of the Faith opes delivered.
She traces her tradition as nearly as possible to its
sonrce. ‘¢ Ls_ab that abide in you which ye have heard
from the beg_lnning.’ this is her rule and motto.” Yes,
on the_ese pomb.s we have strong convictions, con-
scientions convictions, desiring earnestly to contend
for the faith once Jelivered to the saints, and in
the language of 8¢, Panl to “ keep the ordinances, or
traditions, as they have been delivered to us.”" It is
not cur fault if we find onrselves forced to take this
position; it is a soand one : the facts are with us. The
deposit, the faith of oar fathers, is a sacred trust,
1t is not ours to' change the trath, to mutilate or
(_iesttoy it, but rapher to reverence it, to guard
jealously and hand it down to our ohildren. If
any do not respect our convictions, as we respect
theirs, at least they may permit us to hold them.
They should not judge us harshly, or lightly say that,
in sticking to and upholding our principles, we are
narrow and uncharitable. We feel that we are deal-
ing with trath ; and truth is God’s, not the invention
of man; we have no right to barter or throw it away.
Surely the Oneness of God's pepple is a thing to be
desired and loved. We may well pray for it, often
aod earnestly, as Christ prayed that we all might be
one even as He and the Father are one. In millions
of Christian souls there is a longing for this oneness ;
and the Conferenee did not hesitate to express their
feeling that the divisions of Christendom—their own
among the rest—were a scandal to the Christian name,
and they could not quietly acquiesce in their continu-
ed existence. So long ago as 1867, at the first Pau-
Anglican Synod, the Bishops made the following im-
portant pronouncement ;—* We drsire to express the
deep sorrow with which we view the divided condi.
tion of the flock of Christ throughout ths world, ar-
dently longing for the fulfilment of the prayer of our
Lord : That all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in
Me, and I'in Thee, that they also may be one in us,
that the world may believe that thou hast sent Me.
And we do solemnly record our conviction that unity
will be most effectually promoted, by maiataining the
faith in its purity and integrity, as taught in the Holy
Scriptures, held by the primitive Church, summed
up in the Creeds, and affirmed by the undisputed
General Councile, and by drawing each of us closer to
our common Lord; by giving ourselves to much
prayer and intercession, by the cultivation of a spirit
of chavity and a love of the Lord’s appearing.” Let
us each iodividually resolve to adopt this course.
Let as love oar Charoh, which holds such & position
in Christendom ; seek to learn more of her trae prin.
ciples and her history ; enquire as to what she is do-
ing, and would do in the world,—and *' lnd a hand,"
“ Walk aboat Zion, and go round abovut her ; and tell
the towers thereof, Mark well her bulwarks, set up
her houscs ; that ye mav tell them that come after,”
“ O pray for the peace of Jerusalem, they shall pro-
sper that love thee.” Letus add our prayers in pri.
vate and in public to those which are daily ascending
ta the throne of grace in this behalf; and when we
come to the Lord’s house, let us then throw even
more heart and fervency into that familiar prayer :—
“ We pray for the good estate of the Catholic Church,
that it may be so guided and governed by Thy good
epiri, that all who profess and ocall themselves
Christisns, may be led into the way of truth, and hold
the Faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and
in righteonsness of life.

UNSECOTARIANISM. #
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« Unseotarianism " is & vice sounding
two meanings. In the dictionary sense /it means
 Not characterized by auny of the pecularities or
parrow prejodices of & sect.” In the tbchnical or
School Board election sense it means that Oodlmg 5
the friend, not Short. In this sense just now ite
praises are being sung with ten-fold /vigour. The

and thab there is & preponderance of wind in the or-
chestra, the few strings being manipulated b a select
bead ol wise gallry Dok e il ‘the most impoe:
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. \ Down with superstition” is the burden of the
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song, but mingled with the pipings of the sects shere
18 & good deal of the bray of the Hall of Scienoe,
which makes it sonpd a little unreal. However, the
sentiment is good, although the performers may not
all be genuine iu the meaning they attach to it. They
are all, however, agreed ac to the virtues of ** unsec-
tarianism.” The only question, therefore, that re-
mains is, ** What is a non-sectarian ?” For it is &
comprehensive word, and will include a variety of
people. But if rightly understood, it breathes of
freedom, and liberty, and breadsh, how mneh more
comprehensive is its caricature? For Mr. Bradlaugh
is non-seotarian, and &0 is Mr. Guinness Rogers, and
so are our French neighbours, who have carefally
erased even the name of God from all the books of
instruction lest it should offend the delicate susocepti-
bilities of infidels. As to their pulling down ‘the
crucifixes, that only proves the more how ti oroagh
is the entente cordiale between Protestantism snd infi-
delity, for are not their Christian allies in Eogland
trying to do the same thing? Palling down, indeed.
appears to be the distinguishing characteristio of the
two systeme, for, to reour again to Franoe, another
distinguished non-sectarian, M. Ernocst Renan, is just
now busily engaged in demolishing King David, at the
same time that our English Down-gradists are oxplan-
ing away all those portions of the Bible shat do not
quite meet their views. Their French friend, how-
ever, is more thorough. He does not suy that certain
narrators are * parabolic,” but goes to the root of the
matter. He tells us plainly thas David was not at all
parabolio, but that he was *a hypoorite, a selMish
egotist, and that be dabbled to some extent in .
but that nevertheless he did not write the Psalms;”
and more tothe same purpose. Bad as this is, how-
ever, it is only carrying she argument that the Bible
should be interpreted “ liberally * so its logical eon-
clasion, and our non-sectarian friends cannot complain
if another non-sectarian goes a little further than
themselves in doing 8o, and interprets the word liberal
in too liberal a manner,

Bat notwithstanding all thie, *‘non-sectarian " is
still a name to conjare with, for, the Bard of Avon to
the contrary, there is a good deal in a name. It is
true that in the ocurse of time, some words lose their
original meaning or have new meanings tacked on o
them.  Of this there are several distingnished exem-
ples at the present time—eg., in secular madters
** moral "' means nothing else besides morality, in fact,
something utterly opposed to it when used by & bet-
ting man; and ‘“sportsman,” in the same modern
vernacular, means & man who cares nothing for sport ;
while in relifions matters, the word * seotary '"has
become amplified since Shakespeare's time inko * Free
Churchman,” which means s minieter who is held in
bondage by bis deacons, and a pastor who is led by
bis flock. Of course these examples might be malti-
plied ad UIb., both in secnlar and sacred matters, in
and ount of the Church, for unfortunately we are not
quite free in this respect ourselves. 0 take one
example only, a Broad Churchman means one who is
broad up to & certain point only, and sthen his very
reputation for breadth enables him to be the narrowest
of the narrow witbout fear of reprosch, for he is on
the popular side. One has only to shont with the
largest mob to be sure of an appreciative andience.
It is of no importance that these gigh sounding words
are a cover for something that in naked trush is not
high-sounding, and are intended to throw dust in the
eyes of the public ; the unthinking are flattered, and,
tgove all, their votes are secured. 8o that, as before
stated, ' non-sectarian™ is still & name to conjare
with, For this reason, at this time, the sdless
nnite with the godless to sing the ses of unsectar-
ian education. No matter that all the largs educa-
tional establishmente of the past were founded by
Chorchmen ; no matter that Charchmen inshe &
still freely spend their thousands in educatthig children
in the fear of the Lord, which an old fashioned Book
says is the beginning of wisdom; the OChurch has
nogleotod her duty, she has been the foe of edacation,
and has tried to keep the people in darkvess, And
above all, says the sectary, her schools are * sectar-
isn.” The children who are being taught their duty
towards God and their duty towards their neighbour,
are in er if they learn it from she Church i
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who are taught by the man, in the words of i
Prayer Book, to Ld my. teous, and so|
life, are in danger of priestoraft, whioh it
unnecessary, a8 it is well-known that they can
all thas from their 6 (who are all sober,
godly, and righteous), or the teetotal lecturer, or any.
body, ””m 80 long as they do not learn it from
the Prayer ; or if not, they can wait till thas
b gl g R e L
ves,” W if any, .
As for the two sacraments being
for salvation, that is all superstition, invented and
ted by the priests, for the purpose of
the children in the trammels of superstition ; and
again the “ when they are older ” argument erops up,
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