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3 nose saune two woublld haveo been absent from this oc- | proot’ more cogent or conclusive than it is.
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ast Dundation, Not one of the sacred histo-| thor rejected as a ‘¢ deceiver,” and the world left
the slightest hint that his absetice was in|** without hope.” The discusgion of that question
AV WaE crininal, or even _imprnpcr ; nor dogs our | affords a most delighttul theme, hut one too exton-
el ke any adlusion to it As well mizhi all the [vive to ‘l)e entered upon here. ‘T'he riches of this
Apostles be considered reprehensible because they [mine of evidence has never yet been adequately
were HoL [resent W hen Jesus r(:\'.g:.le_(! bimseltto the f worked out. Suilice it to say for the present, that
women at the sepulchre, orthe nine with the twu who fno one has ever been able to suzzest asingle fuct or

ent to Emnaus 5 while it may be observed thatjcircumstance which, if added, could have made thy
This
dusion, had not Jesas revealed himselfto them there. | satisiies the first and most important rule of eviden-o
But though Thomas was absent, he had not aban- ““”"v“f'”y f"j“““‘"l' “"‘l_ laid down among all civibi-
Joned the apostieship.  He was soon found with ?e‘ll'"dtm”s ?'nmncl), that the best possible prool the
bis fellows : ¢ The other disciples therefore suid|su ject admus:»f must be x\dduced‘.‘.u!hl. being addu-
unto him. We have seen the Lord.  But he said unto | ¢ed; such prool shall be deemed sutlicicut.
them, Except [shall sce in his hands the print of the|  To compare this rule with the circumstances of the
nails, amd put my finges into the print ot the nails, present one, would be a task at once delizhitul and
and thrust my hand into his side, T will not be-|gatistictory.  Let one circumstance be mentioned by
lieve.”” (John xx. 25.) A}“" Wwhat had they to ob-way of illusteation. It is recordel by St Paul, that
ject to Fnomas’s demand 2 “They had all refused to} Jodus, nfter his resurrection ** was seen af above tive
believe until inevitably convineed hy the same species hypdred brethren at once.” (1. Cor. xv. 6.) Now,
of evidgence, and probribly the verv sameidentical evi- [ supposing the truth of the resurrection had rested
denee, which he required. VW hy " we may sup<icolely upon the testimony of these tive hundred, and
pose him to ask, ¢ why did you not believe the wa-Ithere had beeh no evidence of his having been scen
men who =il they s1w him atthe sepulchre 2 Why | )y his intimate companions and chosen Apostles, tha
did theis words seem likevidle tales 7 And why did Tevidence of the fact would clearly have been less con-
not you eichit believe the lestivmmy ()f the two w ho clusive (hun [he ((\g[i”‘nny 0[' (He ;\‘)usllcs HOW I8,
went to Fmimaus 2 You bhad no more reason tofleaving the five hundred entirely out of the question ;
think that they would deccive you than Lhave to sup-!hecause of the previous presumption,-—ah but con-
pose you would deccive me.  As far as [ am con-|cjysive ;n itself,—that it he really was alive and had
cerned, it is but hearsay evidence still. 1 think you appeared ar all, it would be to those whom he had
must be mistaken @ yet I do not =ay itis fulse ; !””;chusen to be the withesses of his former miracles ;
unless | havethe same evidence which convineed you,  whom he had carctully insteucied in lus doctrines
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and without which you woul! not believe, neither{\whom he had chosen to e Apostles, cquimissioned
will . They could find no reply to his address g, preach the Gospel to the world : and, above all,
which would not have equally condemned themselves. gy whom he expres=lv saud, “ Atter [ am risen agan

As fur as we know, they made none.
“And after eight days again his disciples wonsi

1 will go before you into Galilee.”  (Matr, xyvi. 52)
These facts and declarations being. given to the
within, and Thomas with them ; then came Jesus, world, it he had appeared to ten thousand cther per-
the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and =.id, | son<, and nog mnade the eleven—the whole eleven —
Peace be unto you. ‘I'hen said he unto 'I‘h‘"““*‘?x!m witnesses ot lus resurrection, the moral evidence
Reach hither thy tinzer, and behold my hands 5 and, ( [speak with reverence) would have been incow-
reach hither thy hantl, and thrust it into_my sule o plete and unsatisfactory,
and be not fatiless, but believing.” (Verses 26 Fqually important, therefore, was it that the cvi-
‘.’7) .‘\_lltl l“tl he C(lll‘inllC f;.ithhrss I\H(] Lllll)('“('\'i”!.’ d. HC(‘! nﬂ")rdcd to the _J\pugﬂcs \’huu’.l e (1:]1;;15A|.3;.,-}|-
No; the evidence which had convinced the othersyablein its nature. And here azain we applhy the rule
convinced him also.  What words could so simply as the best evidence  Tie bestevidence to those who
and t'urci!)ly express the faith and devoteduess of]| have not seen Jesus<, and from the nature ot thine<
Thomas as these, ** And Thomas said, My Lord and [cannot see him with their bodily eyes, is the witnes<
my God I ot his Holy Spirit in their hearts, applyving to thew
St John adds c—¢ Jesus saith unto him, Thomas! miods the truth of ¢ that which is written coneerning
because thou hast seen me thou hast believed @ bles-l i This is o spiritual and not a physieal test-
*ed wre they that have not seen, and yet have believ-tony,  But the best possible evidence which conlid
ed.”  (Verse 20)  These words have been general-; he affumded to hia Aposties of the resurerection of his
!)’ taken as a reproof to Thomas in P«'”?iCU"l”' Dbt hody w as, that they should handle G, and see that
iw'a reproot at all, it would certainly apply as mm:h, he was mot o nere spirit, but lesih and bones.” and
to the other disciples as to ‘Thomas; notone of whomi|that it was the same identical hody which had Leen
believed without more than the evidence of ~ight. crucified,—provesd by its actoally h‘x\ir'l.! the very
Mark, who was present on the occasion, says, * ”t‘] prints of the nails in his hand<and s feer, aned thos
appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, nndi very wournd in his side, into Which they were mvited
upbraided them?”  (the eleven) * with their unbeliet” 1 put their fingers @ thrust ther h-_--n'._ that they
aud hardness of heart, because they believed notipiiehe e certain ot his presence amd s idenury,
them which had seen him after be was risen.” (Xvi.|‘U'his wns physical evidence, exactly nnl”-u- Lto ine
’j’ ) Away, then, from heaceforth with the unzgra-{case, ‘There could be no nistake alout it
¢ious epithet ; and if the thinkers ** of no evil” will]  But what, it instead of this sbeolute proof, oror
sl have it so, for consistency’s sake, letit also beland John bad implicitly reeeived the relation of tis
“ unbelieving® Peter, and Johu, and Mutthew, and|women ; and the other Apasiles had re ted 1t o
80 of the resr, cond-hand declarazion of these two 7 "I'he Aot
“d\illg rescued the character of Thomas from the of the evidence wouild have heen, [h.'_]l tWo vorecn,
Comman aspersion, or at least placed him on even| (whom the world would nat hzve forgotien to el
kround with his ten brethren, I proceed briefly tof credulous,) having been early atthe *jvpm'fln‘f'. had
khow the use to be made of the fuct as recorded by | sid that they had seen Jesus alive.  Nor would this
St John, in any way have fulliiled hi-, declar.tion, that, niter
The truth of Christianity an! the reeurrection de-|he was risen, they (all of them) shouhl sce ki,

i i % hrist| U mei ere was an equal neees-
Peuling wholly upon the question, ¢ Whether Christj Upon the samne principles, there was an equi s
re ng cogent reasons, why cach -

risen from the dead or not,” the evidence by which [sity, and there we
that fact was to l»ebn:ttesllf-«l“ lnecnneue of the rilmst es-|dividunl of the Aposties should have the su egres
*ential inportance to mankind. If it was sufficiently | of evidence ; and, in merey to the world, that l.h‘vf
attested, Christianity was to be received as true ; if{ mouth of the gain«wyer mizht .fur' """'a"l‘)’.’"”"".“'ll
hot, it wus to be discarded as an imposture, its Au-!it was afforded to cach. Suppuse it bad been with




