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the enemies of Ireland to faster 
Irish themselves the responsibili 
distress and discontent.

Says Mr. Redpath :
“The anti Irish excuses made 

misery vanish at the first touc! 
Ithuriel spear of truth.

“It is ‘popery,’ said Macaul 
famous passage. But Catholic F 
the last century and Protestant 
in this century were the counter 
Ireland of to day as respects the 
and the misery of their rural 
tions. Peasant proprietorship—t 
ership of the soil by the tiller 
soil—was established, and alir 
stantly the rural inhabitants 
prosperous in both the Protest! 
Catholic country.

It is Irish laziness, said the 
Times. But the Irish have emigi 
every land, and everywhere th 
regarded as most industrious v 
In Ireland in the winter I foui 
anxious to work for sixpence a d 
saw hundreds so working and i 
wherever there was a ditch to < 
road to repair. When men are 
Ireland it is because there is no ' 
do ; because the woods have beer 
the woods are protected ; becau 
fields are untilled or because tl 
walled in ; because the mines are 
and the fisheries unproductive, 
operation of a policy that seeks o 
welfare of the absentee owner, 
«lead to the cries of the poor for w 
the soil that bore them.

It is drunkenness, said Lor<l Lam 
in a letter to his tenants that I 
written after hundreds of them ha 
saved by American charity from 
by hunger in 1880.. But statistic 
that there is little more than h 
amount of liquors consumed in 1 
as in England and Scotland. Th 
population, who are the poorest, o 
the most abstemious. In the pa 
Gweedore, often described as th 
wretched parish in Ireland, Path 
J'adden told me that nine-tenths 
adults, both men and women, were 
bers of his total abstinence society 
Irish are the most temperate pe< 
Europe.

It is their extravagance, said 1 
yan. But it would be a wanton 
ence to the traducers of the Irish i 
reply to this audacious accuaatio 
cepting to say that the solitary ex 
that he gave of it—after he had 
working people eating sea weed 
“the women no longer made the 
cloth, but bought it at the village si 
is one of the results of that syst 
legalized tyranny by which the : 
tains, on whose barren slopes the 
ants used to graze their sheep, an 
had been held as commonage foi 
turies, were suddenly taken from 
r nd rented to Scottish graziers and t 
raisers, thereby depriving the old ii 
tants of the wool that for m re t 
generation had been their surest t 
of income.

It is their lawlessness, a thoi 
voices exclaim. But ollicial sta 
show that at the time when this ci 
the loudest—in the year when i 
asserted in Parliament that the Qi 
writs did not run in Ireland and tin 
Parnell’s will had taken the pla 
English statutory law—there wat 
crime in Ireland than in any civ 
land ; less than half, per thousand, 
in England and Scotland, and less 
in the most law abiding commumti 
America. During that year there 
forty-nine homicides in Philadelphi 
only four in Ireland ; and yet the 
of Brotherly Love” has only eixtee 
cent, of the population of Ireland !

Every other reason given by the 
tisans of the existing order is foun 
the slightest serious investigation, 
equally inadequate and unjust as a 
planation of Irish distress.

I began by saying that the Iri 
America had here

OBTAINED A FIRM FdOJHOLD. 
That foothold they will maintain b) 
and unswerving adherence to the 
of their fathers. The learned bish 
Rochester at the late Plenary Coun 
Baltimore said of the first immig 
from Ireland, that, “of all peoples 
were the best fitted to open the wa 
religion in a new country. Brav- 
nature, inured to poverty and hard 
just released from a struggle unto < 
for the faith, accustomed to the pra 
of religion in its simplest forms, ch< 
ing dearly their piieste, whom the) 
learned to support directly, active!) 
gaged in building humble chapels oi 
site of ruined churches and in repli 
altars, they were not appalled by 
wretchedness of religious equipu 
and surroundings in their new hoir 
this side of the Atlantic. The p 
was always the priest, no matter w 
they found him, or from what count] 
had come: the Mass was always 
Mass, no matter where it was oflere 
They had lived among the bitterest 
and had never quailed or flinched; 
representations and calumnies, s- 
and scorn, made
NO IMPRESSION ON THKIR FAITHFUL HE 
Men who prefer death to the den 
Christ are not cowards or traitors, 
such a school of discipline they had 
trained to do missionaiy work.. ' 
and their descendants have not 
new hemisphere unlearned the lei 
taught at home. Let us prove b; 
fidelity to the Church of our lathers 
Church of Patrick and Columbkill, 
Church of numberless martyrs, tha 
filled the Heavenly Jerusalem with 
fessors and virgins, let us prove tha 
have not unlearned the lesson taug 
Ireland. No where in the world i; 
Catholic citizen more at home th: 
America, whether it be Canada oi 
United litates. For as one of the g 
est of living American Catholic or. 
declares :
“The earliest history of America is th 

tory of its Catholicity. Catholicity is ii 
ibly stamped on the Western Ilemisp 
The saintly names in the four conn 
the continent tell that Catholics we: 
founders. Civilization within the 
fines of our Republic was planted : 
Augustine and Santa Fe fifty year.1 
fore the Puritans saw the Rock of 
mouth. Catholic missionaries, Jt 
and Franciscans, for the conversit 
the savage and the glory of God, did 
loiter on the shores of the Atlantic, 
traversed the lands lying alon*: 
northern lakes, followed the stream: 
rivers, explored the great valley,
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shire ground. But the appearance of 
things alone was changed. The original 
scheme was never deviated from for a 
single hour. Unheard-of confiscations
were made in the northern parts, upon 
grounds of plots and conspiracies, never 
proved upon their supposed authors. 
The war of chicane succeede«l to the war 
of arms and of hostile statutes ; and a 
regular series of operations was carried 
on, particularly from Chichester’s time, 
in the ordinary courts of justice, an«l by 
special commissions and inquisitions ; 
first, under pretence of tenures, and then 
of titles in the crown, for the purpose of 
the total extirpation of the interest of 
the natives m their own soil—until this 
species of subtle ravage, being carried to 
the last excess of oppression and insol- 

under Lord Straflord, it kindled

he acquired that humility and that 
patience so necessary to him in after 
years, to enable him to make himself all 
in all, in order to gain all to Jesus 
Christ. Here too did he acquire that 
strength of body, that indifference to 
heat and cold, by which he was ren«lere«i 
capable, during his mission, of perform
ing such long and wearisome journeys 
through every part of Ireland. Here, in 
a word, did he seek and fin<l that un
bounded confidence in God, and that 
ardent love of his glory by which he 
enkindled in the souls of his disciples 
that consuming lire which destroyed so 
many old errors and abuses. Here, by 
means of hie humble employment, he 
had frequent occasion to mix with the 
lower classes of the population, acquir
ing the language of the country, becom
ing acquainted with the habits, manners, 
and ideas of the people, all of which 
tended to render his future missionary 
success comparatively easy and assured.
After six years of exile and captivity 
Patrick escaped to France and did not 
return to Ireland till became in 432 
INVESTED WITH APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY.
Having received numerous manifesta
tions of the will of God in his regard, in
418 he bade final adieu to relatives and the royal line of stewart,
friends and betbok himself to St. Ger- obtruding its long remembered tale of 
manus, Bishop of Auxerre, to be guided evil strife upon us. Duleek stands in the 
an«i strengthened in the ways of the distance. Beyond those hills that border 
Lord. In the ears of Ireland’s apostle Louth lie Monasterboice and Mellifont, 
were ringing the words of the Lord ad- the last resting-place of the faithless 
dressed unto Abram : “Go forth out of bride of Brefny. What a picture have 
thy country, ami from thy kindred, and we here of this Richmond Hill of Irish 
out of thy father's house, ami come into scenery! What an extensive page of 
the land which I shall show thee, and I our country’s history does it unfold to us ! 
will make of thee a great nation and 1 What recollections gush upon us as wo 
will bless thee, au 1 magnify thy name, stand on the abbey walls of Slane, and 
and thou shall he blessed.” And also take in this noble prospect at a glance ! 
these words of the Divine Redeemer : The records ami footprints of two thou- 
“Amen, 1 say to you, that you, who have sand years are all before us—the solemn 
followed mein the regeneration, when procession of the simple shepherd to the 
the Son of Mm shall sit on the seat of early pagan mound ; the rude slinger 
His majesty, you also shall sit on twelve standing in the earthen circle ; the Druid 
seats judging the twelve tribes of Israel, fires paling before the bright sun of 
And every one that hath left house, or Christianity ; the cadence of the Round 
brother, or sister, or father, or mother, Tower's bell ; the matin and vesper 
or wife, or children, or lands for hymn swelling from the hermit’s cell or 
my name’s sake, shall receive an early missionary church ; the proud gal- 
hundred fold and shall have life everlast- leys and glancing swords of lierct^north- 
ing.” By the advice of St, Gernnnus ern hordes ; the smoking ruins of church 
Patrick proceeded southward to the and tower ; the shout of rival clans in 
Island of Lerins, where stood a famous civil feuds : the lances and banners of 
monastery erected by St. Honoratus Norman soldiers; the moat and fosse and 
whence issued some of the most cele- drawbridge of the keep, still echoing 
brated bishops of the Church of Gaul, back the strife of hostile ranks,
He remained on the Island of Lerins native for his soil, 
and the adjacent islands for nine years, the stranger for his hire ; 
whence, having perfected himself in the ford defended and the castle won : 
sacred sciences, he returned in 427 to the pilgrim’s cross, the stately abbey and 
Sb. Germanus, with whom he remained the baron's hall ; in church the stole 
four years exercising under the eye of ejected for the surpl.ee, the tower be- 
that saintly bishop, the greatest of all sieged, the city sacked ; and then the 
arts, that of governing souls and becom- rattle and the roar and the smoke of re- 
ing acquainted with ttie rules and prac- cent battle ; have, one and all, their 
tices of a missionary life. epochs, ruins, sites, or history, legibly

In the beginning of the year 431, ins .ibed upon this picture.”
Patrick proceeded by the advice of St. It was at Tara that Patrick, in the pre- 
Germanus to the Eternal City, the Fence of the royalty, nobility and priest- 
latter recommending him highly to the hood of Ireland, humbled and con- 
Father of the Faithful as a fit an«l proper founded Druidism, 
person for the Irish mission. This mis- whose gloomy sway

*ion had a few months before been was so long acknowledged by the Irish 
entrusted to Palladius, a deacon of the people. From that memorable day the 
Roman Church, who had been raised to Saint of God triumphed over every ob- 
the episcopal dignity. The Holy Father, staclc, vanquished every foe. His Flic- 
receiving Patrick with all the affection | cess stands unexampled in the annals of 
and interest due to his extraordinary the apostolate. “Christianity,” says 
merit, as well as to the recommendation Moore, “burst forth at the first ray of 
of St. Gernniiua, appointed him first apostolic light, and with the sudden 
assistant to Palladius. The latter’s ripeness of a northern summer, at once 
death a few months after his appointment covered the whole laud. Kings and 
to the charge of converting the Irish princes, when not themselves among 
race, a trust so dear to the Roman Pen- the ranks of the converted, saw their 
tiffs, hastened the blessed Patrick to sons and daughters joining in the train 
receive consecration at the hands of St. without a murmur. Chiefs, at variance 
Amator, who resided at Ebora, supposed in all else, agreed in meeting beneath 
to be the modern Evrcux, in Normandy, the Christian banner, and the poor Druid 
The apostle of Ireland reached the scene and hard laid their superstitions meekly 
of his labors in the year 432, shortly after at the foot of the Cross.” Every portion 
the death of St. Celestine, from whom he of the country, even the most remote, 
had received commission to evangel- wsa visited by our Saint, who founded 
ize the Irish, and likewise after the churches, erecteil monasteries for both 
accession to the Pontifical Throne of sexes and established a clergy to minis- 
Sixtus the Third, which took place on the 1er to the wants of the people. The 
28th of April in the same year. St. Pat- Church founded by Patrick grew and 
rick was then flourished for ages after his death, till

its glory tilled the earth an«l its sanctity 
won for Ireland the glorious title of Isle 
of Saints. But if the first ages of the 
Church of Ireland were those of prosper
ity, it was destined, like all other 
churches, to he tried by the lire and 
sword of persecution. Twice tried, in a 
manner to which human history offers 
no parallel, has been the church of St. 
Patrick, first by Danish infidels and then 
by heretical innovator. McGee telle vs 
that the followers of O lin, though they 
made no prosely i6o to their horrid creed 
among the children of St. Patrick, suc
ceeded in inflicting many grievous 
wounds on the Irish church, that the 
schools, monasteries and nunneries,* sit 
u ft ted on harbors or rivers or within a 
convenient march of the coast, were the 
first objects of attack : teachers and pu
pils were dispersed, or, if taken, put to 
death, or, escaping, were driven to re
sort to arms in self-defence and that

scape of Britain, find 
fruitful and varied, or one more full of 
interesting, heart-stirring associations? 
Climb this tower and cast your 
eye along the river. Look from the 
tall pillar, like form of the Yellow Steeple 
at Trim, which rises in the distance,, to 
where yon bright line marks the meeting 
of the sea and sky below the Maiden 
Tower at Drogheda, and trace the clear 
blue waters of the Boyne, winding 
through this lovely, highly cultivated 
landscape, so rich in all that can charm 
the eye and awaken the imagination : 
take into view the hills of Skreen and 
Tara, pass in review the woods Ôf Hayes, 
Ardmulchan, Beauparc; look down into 
the mounds and broad pastures of Slane ; 
follow the Boyne below you, as it dances 
by each ford and rapid, to where the 
great pyramids of Western Europe, 
Knowth, New Grange and Dowth, rise 
on the left bank ; see you not the groves 
of Townley Hall and Oldbridge, marking 
the battlefield of 1690, with the ill-fated 
hill of Donore, where the sceptre passed 
forever from

we a scene more

ence
the flames of that rebellion which broke 
out in 1641. By the issue of that war, 
by the turn which the Earl of Clarendon 
gave to things at the restoration, and by 
the total reduction of the kingdom of 
Ireland in 1091, the ruin of the native 
Irish, and in a great measure teo of the 
first races of the English, was completely 
accomplished. The new English inter
est was settled with as solid a stability 
as anything in human affairs can look 
for. All the penal laws of that unparal
leled code of oppression, which were 
made after the last event, were mani
festly the effects of national hatred and 
scorn toward» a conquered people} 
whom the victors delighted to trample 
upon, and were not at all afraid to pro- 
voko. They were not the effect of 
their fears hut of their security. 
They who carried on this system, 
looked to the irresistible force ol Great 
Britain for their support in their acts of 
power. They were quite certain, that 
no complaints of the natives would be 
heard on this side of the water, with any 
other sentiments than those of contempt 
an«i indignation. Their cries served 
only to augment their torture.
Machines, which could answer their pur
poses so well, must be o( nn excellent 
contrivance. Indeed in England, the 
double name of the complainants, Irish 
and Papists (it would b3 hard to say, 
which singly was the most odious) shut 
up the hearts of every one against 
them. Whilst that temper prevailed, 
and it prevailed in aU its force to a time 
within our memory, every measure 
pleasing and popular, just in proportion 
as it tended to harass and ruin a set of 
people, who were looked upon as ene- 

to God and man : and indeed as a 
race of bigoted savages who were a dis
grace to human nature itself.” Consid- 
ering the awful trials the Irish Church 
has undergone with what special applies- 
bility and force do not recur the words of 
the Lord addressed to Abraham: “And I 
will make of thee a great nation,and I will 
bless thee, and magnify thy name, and 
thou shall be blessed, and I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse them 
that curse thee, and in thee shall all 
kindred of the earth be blessed.”

if any answer were requited to the 
statements of those who advocate the 

of Irish misgovernment, we have it 
in the figures of the exodus from Ireland 
in 1880. In that year no fewer than 
hundred thousand persons left the Em
erald Isle to seek homes in foreign lands. 
An observer ignorant of the iniquities of 
Castle rule might, on noticing the depar
ture of so many thousands of the children 
of our already depopulated land, with 
reason ask if the cause of so tremendous 
a social upheaval be war, or pestilence, 
or famine? His answer would be that 
it is all three. It is war; for the govern
ment of Great Britain, lending itself to 
the purposes of Iiish landlordism, has 
declared war on the Irish people. If 
they remain at home they have, 
thanks to the brutal policy of 
that government, to choose between 
the grave and the prison-gate. They 
therefore exile themselves. Is it pesti- 
lenoe ? It is : for under the system of 
land tenure prevailing in 
the tenant is so housed, fed and 
clad, that he has no security for 
life against the diseases which the mal
ignity ot his persecutors propagate. Is 
it famine? It is: for the Irishman, 
forced by the inexorable decrees of a 
landed system, so brutal as to be beyond 
description, to <lrag a miserable susten
ance from a soil already exhausted, knows 
not tiie moment that it will refuse to 
yield him the poverty-stricken esculent 
upon which he lives. In thirty years 
this system of legalized plunder and 
rapacity known as Irish landlordism, 
sustained by British bayonets, has driven 
nearly three millions of Irishmen from 
the land of their birth. Yet defenders 
ol this cruel system demand more emi
gration. A demand such as this is the 
strongest condemnation of landlordism 
that has yet been pronounced. Con
demned then by its own advocates, 
crated by the nation which has so long 
borne its cruelties, the system must 
perish. Its death will mark 
in the progress of a brave, generous, and 
intelligent people.

1 he voice of Ireland, which has already 
sounded through the world, awaking 
in every land a feeling of sympathy in 
her sorrow, and in her determination to 
obtain the adjustment of the grievances 
that have so long crushed her energy, 
exhaused her strength and overwhelmed 
her hopes, will still be heard. It will be 
heard over the voice of venal judge and 
packed jury. It will be heard over the 
din ot arms—over the very roar 
of the oppressor’s cannon. It
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IN HIS FORTY FIFTH YEAR.
We will not, my dear brethren, follow 

him through his glorious apostleship in 
Ireland. May we not, however, say that 
the words of St. Paul addressed to the 
Corinthians, might well be put in the 
mouth of the saint whose name Ireland 
venerates, and whose virtues all Christ
endom to-day commemorates : “And 
helping do exhort you, that you receive 
not the grace of God in vain, for He 
saith : In an accepted time have I heard
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helped thee. Behold noiv ie the accept
able time, behold now is the day of sal
vation ; giving no oflence to any man, 
that our ministry be not blamed. But 
in all things let us exhibit ourselves as 
ministers of God, m much patience, in 
tribulation, in necessities, in distresses, 
in stripes, in prisons, in seditions, in 
labors, in watchings, in fastings, in ctms- 
tity, in knowledge, in long suffering, in 
sweetness, in the Holy Ghost, in charity 
unfeigned, in the word of truth, in the 
power of God; by the armor of God on 
the right hand and on the left. By 
honor and dishonor, by evil report and 
good report, ns deceivers, and yet true ; 
as unknown and yet known ; as dying, 
and behold we live ; as chastised and 
not killed ; as sorrowful, yet always re
joicing ; as needy, yet enriching many ; 
as having nothing and possessing all 
things.” (Il Cor. vii, I-10). In the year 
433, St. Patrick confronted the king, 
the princes, nobles, and priests 
of Ireland at Tara. On Easter-eve, Pat- 
rick advanced towards the place of the 
present town of Slane, seven miles from 
Drogheda, “Here,” according to the learn
ed Bishop of Trenton, “he resolved to 
pitch his tent and make his preparations 
for celebrating the festival of Easter. “No 
nobler spot," says a modern writer, “could 
possibly be chosen, whereon to raise the 
beacon of Christianity.” From the hill 
which rises immediately over the mod
ern town can be seen a most beautiful 
view of the surrounding country. , . 
Here, pilgrim, stop: rest on yonder 
monumental slab, beneath the shadow 
of that tall, ivy-mantled tower,—the bel- 
iry of the Cathedral—it once was gor
geous with the shrines of Fathers, and 
illumined by many a flickering taper, 
though now the hemlock fills its aisles 
and the purple fox-glove waves its lonely 
banneret.
THE UROUND

Ireland

BISHOPS COULD NO LONGER RESIDE 
in their sees, unless they invited 
tyrdom. The same author declares that 
it was not in the banishment of masters, 
the destruction of libraries and school 
buildings, the worst consequences of 
the Danish wars were felt. The ferocity 
of this savage people provoked retalia- 
tion in kind and ettaced, first among the 
military class, and gradually from among 
all others, that growing gentleness of 
manners and clemency of temper which 
can be traced in such princes as Niai of 
the showers and Niai of Callan. “A 
change in the national spirit is the great
est of all revolutions,” and this change, 
says McGee, the Danish and Norwegian 
wars had wrought in tivo centuries 
among the Irish.

We will not, dearest brethren, follow 
in detail the varied phases of Ireland’s 
struggle for the faith against heretical 
innovation, nor will I employ any lan
guage of my own to delineate the

mar-

a new err.

will be
world and it will

heard throughout the 
be answered. 

It will bo heard in America and the 
answer from millions of Irishmen and 
from millions of freemen—not Irishmen 

in America, will be one of denunciation 
of the oppressor and ot earnest support 
to the oppressed. It will be heard in 
Europe, and from every metropolis of 
the old world will come a response of in
dignant condemnation of the hypocrisy 
of that government which demands re
form in favor of the subjects of other 
powers, but sutlers its own to die of want.

But 1 will not trust myself to an expres
sion of my own views on the present do- 
plorable condition of Ireland politically. 
Mr, James Redpath, himself a

SCOTCHMAN AND A PRESBYTERIAN,
in a masterly article in the Catholic World 
disposes of the calumnies formulated by

savage
cruelty practised on the Irish nation 
during the struggle for faith, which did 
not end till the disestablishment of the 
Protestant church of Ireland in the year

THE IMMORTAL BURKE, 
the greatest thinker and most profound 
statesman of modern times, sums up the 
sail story of that inhuman effort to rob a 
generous nation of its faith in these 
terms. He writes from England :

à'of- 'W,e , read Baron Finglas, Spenser, 
and Sir John Davis, we cannot miss the 
true genius and policy of the English 
government there before the revolution 
as well as during the whole reign of

WHEREON WE STAND IS 
SACRED,

consecrated hy the footprints of our 
patron saint; Hallowed by the dust of

THE CATHOLIC
not, that bo might bring to nought things 
that are; that no flush should g'.ory in his 
sight.” (I Cjr. i. 26-29 ) How great the 
glory of the apoitles may be seen from 
the words of St. Chrysostom. The apostles 
were, he says, the preachers of -J esns Christ, 
the defenders of truth, the athletes of 
God, the organs of the Iloly Ghost, the 
chiefs of ; eligion, the princes of the church, 
the pontiff» of sauclitg. Fuerunt Apostoli 
2>raecunes Christi, pugiles veritatis athletas Dei 
organa üpirüus üancti, religionispnr sides, Ec- 
clesiœ principes, sanctitatis antistites. The 

in its course illumines and vivifies 
the world, so also doth Christ the Saviour 
shine throughout the universe by means 
of his apostles to whom He himself said, 
“Ye are the light of the world.” (Matt, 
vii.) Behold, saith Jesus, according to St. 
Chrysostom, the stars which I have caused 
to rise in your very midst and be aston
ished at their splendor. Intuere haec, et 
xUorum sjdendorem obstupesce. Heaven, ac
cording to this great doctor, has through 
the apostles descended unto ttie earth. 
For what stars shine like unto these mes
sengers of the Prince of peace ? The stars 
enlighten by a material but insensible fire, 
the apostles shine unto all by a spiritual 
light which giveth intelligence. The stars 
shine during the darkness of night and are 
obscured during the day—the apostles are 
resplendent by their virtues both night 
and day—the former are glorious during 
the night of time, the latter will shine for
ever in the great day of eternity. The 
star* lose their brilliancy at the rising of 
the suti; but even when Jesus Christ, the 
Sun of J uAtice, appeareth resplendent with 
glory the apostl?* sharu in his brightness 
and splendor. The stars on the last day 
shall fall from the heavens, even as leaves, 
but the apostles shall be raised even above 
the clouds to surround the throne of the 
Supreme Judge. The people, saith lsai v, 
who walked in darkness,

SAW A GREAT LIGHT
and the sun hath risen on those who sat in 
the region of the shadow of death. “The 
people that walked in darkness have seen 
a great light, to them that dwelt in the 
region of the shadow of death light is 
risen.” (Daias ix, 2 ) 1’his great light 
spoken of b/ the prophet is Jesus Christ, 
from whom the Apostles receive their 
splendor and glory. Like unto their 
Divine Master the Apostles were the light 
of the world. “11s was the true light 
which enlighteneth every man that coin- 
eth into the world.” (John i, 9.) lie is 
the j Way, the Truth ami tha Life; the 
way, the truth and the life which the 
Apostles point out to all men.

Even as Christ called Peter and Andrew 
from their nets, and Matthew from the 
custom-house, so

outcome of a devout commemoration 
of the festival of St. Patrick. Since the 
days of that great saint Ireland has been 
truly an apostolic nation. Her children 
have not only maintained the faith he 
planted on their quickening soil, but 
ec altered its seeds over the whole face of 
the earth. Of Irish evangelists may it be 
truly predicated as of the apostles them
selves : In omnem terrain exwit sonus coruin 
et in fines urbis terras verba corum. The 
recurrence of St. Patrick’s day gives every 
child of Erin, no matter where his lot be 
cast, a needful opportunity of reflecting 
on the part he has borne in the apostle- 
ship of bis race. There may he some 
who have not borne any part in the glori 
ous.
GOD-APPOINTED MISSION OF THE IRISH, 
some even who may have by ueglig 
and, perchance, positive wrong doing, 
hindered in so far as they could its accom
plishment. And there are, no doubt, 
many who did not during the year closing 
with St. Patrick's eve, contribute their 
due share to the furtherance of the high 
and holy object of that mission. For all, 
the festival of to-day will be an occasion 
fruitful of good thoughts and holy pur
pose. How better, how more religiously 
could the day be celebrated than hy the 
forming of such a purpose. A purpose 
finding us one an«l all in closer fidelity, 
both in profession and practice, to the 
teaching of Patrick ? It is by the forming 
of such purposes, and making them the 
guide of our lives and actions that we can 
best promote Irish interests the woild over.

Ireland, we have said, is an apostolic 
nation—apostolic as to its birth us a 
Christian nation—apostolic as to its ad
herence through every trial and vicissi
tude to the faith of St. Patrick—apostolic 
by its diffusion of that faith through 
every region of the universe—apostolic 
in its unswerving and unequalled devotion 
to the See of Peter. From a legitimate 
successor of the Apostles, and therefore 

Apostle himself, did Ireland receive 
the light of Christian faith. The call to the 
apostleeliip is the greatest of God’s graces, 
for the apostleship not only implies virtue 
of an ordinary character, conformity with 
the commands of God, but perfection 
itself. “And behold,” says St. Matthew, 
“one came to Him and said to Him : 
Good Master, what good shall 1 do that I 
may have life everlasting? Who said to 
him : why askest thou Me concerning 
good ? One is good, God. But if thou 
wilt enter into life, keep the command 
menta. He said to Him, which ? and 
.lesus said : Thou shall do no murder ; 
thou shall not commit adultery ; thou 
shall not steal ; thou shall not bear false 
witness ; Honor thy father and thy 
mother ; and, thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself. The young man saith to Him : 
All these have I kept from my youth ; 
what is yet wanting to me / Jesus saith 
to him : If thou wilt be perfect, go sell 
what thou hast, and give to the poor, and 
thou ahalt have treasure in heaven ; aud 
come, follow Me. Aud when the young 
man had heard these words, he went away 
had ; for he had great possessions. Then 
.lesus said to His disciples : Amen I say 
to you, that a rich man shall hardly enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. Aud again 
1 say to you : It is easier for a camel to 
pass through the eye of a needle, than fur 
a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. And when they had heard this, 
the disciples wondered very much, saying : 
Who then can ba saved / And Jesus bi- 
holding, said to them : With men this is 
impossible, but with God all things 
possible.” (Matt, xix 16-26). When Jesus 
had thus set forth in the presence of the 
apostles,
FOR THEIR ENLIGHTENMENT AND ENCOUR- 

AGBM ENT,
that which his followers those who were 
to be leaders aud guides among his people, 
should do to bo saved, Peter answering 
said to them • “behold, we have left all 
things, and have followed thee ; what 
therefore shall we have ; And Jesus said 
to them : Amen I say to you, that you 
who have followed me in the regenera
tion, when the Son of man shall sit on 
the seat of his majsety you also shall sit 
on twelve seats judging the twelve tribee 
of Israel, And everyone that hath left 
house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands for 
my name’s sake, shall receive a hundred 
fold, and shall possess life everlasting. And 
many that are first shall be last, and the 
last shall be first.” (Math, xix 27-30.)

This promise of Christ of reward, ex
altation and glory to his Apostles recalls 
the solemn and touching circumstances of 
the vocation of Abram to found 
race and build a new nation whence should 
spring according to the flesh the Redeemer 
of mankind. The Lord said to the Patri
arch : “Go forth out of thy country, and 
from thy kingdom, and out of thy 
father’s house, ami come into 
land which I ' shall show thee.” And 
before Abram could say, as Peter said after 
him : “Behold I have left all things and 
followed Thee, what, therefore, shall I 
have.” The Lord said : “1 will make of 
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, 
and magnify thy name, and thou shall be 
blessed. I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse them that curse thee, and in 
thee shall all the kindred of the earth ba 
blessed.” (Gen. xii, 1-3.) What a 

STRIKING SIMILARITY 
between these two impressive scenes. 
“Go forth out of thy country and from 
thy kindred, and out of thy father’s 
house, and come into the laud which 1 
shall shew thee and 1 will make of thee a 
great nation.” “And every one that hath 
left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, 
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands 
for my name’s sake, shall receive a hun
dred fold and shall possess life everlast
ing.”

1 ho mercy of God appeareth in nothing 
n?J^0r*0U9 as *r “‘ie C1b of the apostles, 
therein shineth forth unto all men the 
great, boundless love of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. “God,” saith St. Paul, “hath 
chosen the foolish, according to the world, 
to confound the wise : the weak to over
come the strong ; the vilest and most con- 
temptible instruments in the evea of man 
to overwhelm the powerful, and this that 
no man might glorify himself before Him.” 
“For see your vocation, brethren, that 
there are not many wise according to the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, 
but the foolish things of the world hath 
God chosen that he may confound the 
wise, aud the weak tilings of the world 
hath God chosen that he may confound 
the strong : and the base things of the 
world, and the things that are contempti
ble hath God chosen, and things that are

Mill

ence,

DID HE CALL PATRICK 
out of the very bonds of slavery to 
geliza the Irish nation. Born of noble 
parentage, the blessed Patrick was, at the 
early age of s'xteen, made captive by the 
Irish, who, under Niai of the Hostages, 
hal invaded France. * This expedition of 
the Iiish king, of which there is authentic 
historical evideuce, must appear to us 
astounding in its daring unless we give 
c ose consideration to the circumstances 
of that time. 1c is of record that the Scots, 
who were no other than the Irish, had long 
wa^ed unrelenting war on the Roman gar
risons in IDitain. As the barbarians 
from the north aud east pressed into Italy 
and menaced the imperial city itself, the 
garrisons were withdrawn from all out
lying countries to strengthen the army at 
home. When Britain was thus abandoned 
its unfortunate inhabitants were power
less to resist the soldiers of Niai, who, 
emboldened by their eucc jssesin England, 
and, no doubt, impelled by soma such 
motives and purposes as guided the North
ern barbarians from their

BARREN AND FROZEN FASTNESSES, 
to assail that bloodthirsty Rome that ha-1 
so long afflicted and persecuted the 
(Jhurch of God, penetrated far into 
Gaul. It is one of the glories 
of early Irish history that the sons of Erin 
shared in the infliction of the providential 
chastisement of tha C;«-iare which culmin
ated in the fall of the W estern Empire in 
the year 476 of the Christian 

Patrick on his arrival in Ireland 
placed in charge of a family of four 
brothers, in the northern portion of the 
country. One of whom, named Milcho, 
struck with the diligence and amiability 
of the new slave, purchased him from the 
others, to place him in charge of his flocks 
then constituting the chief source of 
wealth. “In this lonely occupation,” we 
are told by one of his biographers, “he had 
leisure to meditate frequently on religious 
truths aud his soul became more enlight
ened by the rays of Divine grace. ”he 
beauties of the surrounding scenery, the 
loftiness of the mountains, the solitude of 
the leafy forests, the green pastures 
spread out before hia eyes, all spoke elo
quently t,n his heart of the goodness and 
power of Him who hail created all, and 
who alone could protect in his exila the 
captive youth. If even a profane poet 
could feel that

evan •

era.
was

the

There 1h a pleasure hi t he pathless woods, 
There is a rapture on the lonely nhor* 
Tüeru i.s society where none intrudes, ’

What must havo been the
RAPTU RES OF PATRICK'S HEART 

in its daily solitary communings with 
the Divine Bring, surrounded as he was 
by so many evidences of his, .. power. As
he listened to the whistling of the wind 
through the trees or the screaming of 
the eagles from the mountain.top, or the 
roar ot the torrent ns it rushed through 
the valley, the idea of an Infinite Wisdom 
and Power must have become more 
deeply impressed upon his mind, and 
the nothingness of earth, when compared 
with heaven, more clearly visible to his 
soul. That such were the fruits which he 
gathered in his lonely watchings, wo may 
infer from the following words in Bis con- 
fessions, in which, despite his humility 
he acknowledges the spiritual progress 
which he was thereby enabled to mike. 
“When 1 came to Ireland, I was daily 
employed in feeding cattle and often- 
times during the day prayed : and the 
love and fear of God more ami more in- 
(lamed me, and my faith and my spirit 
increased so that in one day

I HAVE MADE A HUNDRED PRAYERS, 
ami in the night an equal number. So 
I also remained in the woods and on the 
mountain and rose up before day to pray 
in snow and frost and rain, and felt no 
injury : nor was there any slothfulness 
in me, as I now perceive, because then 
the spirit was ardent and warm within 

ffhe school of solitude was in
deed one most beneficial to the future 
apostle of Ireland. Here, as we are told,

me.
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ST. PA 1 Lu h f* DAY AT INUElt. 

SOLL.

Sermon hy Uev. Father CoflVy.

The festival of St. Patrick was celebra
ted at Ingersoll by a solemn High Mvs 
sung by the Rev. Father Biady, of Wood
stock. The nerinon of the day was deliv
ered by the Rev. Father Coffey, of Lon
don, who spoke as follows :

“Then Peter answering said to Him 
hold we iiave left aU things and fo thee what therefore shall we hav 
Matt, xix, 27.

My Dear Brethren,—It is not with
out reason that the Royal Prophet pro
claims God most wonderful in his mercy, 
and that mercy 
“Give Glory,” he said, “to the Lord, for 
He is good ; for His mercy endureth for
ever. Let them say so that have been re
deemed from the hand of the enemy ; and 
gathered out of the countries. From the 
rising and from the setting of the sun, 
from the north and from the sea. They 
wandered in a wilderness, in a place with
out water ; they found not the way of a 
city for their habitation. They were hun
gry and thirsty ; their souls fainted in 
them. And they cried to the Lord in 
their tribulation ; and he delivered them 
out of their distresses. And he led them 
into the right way ; that they might go to 
a city of habitation. Let the mercies of 
the Lord give glory to Him; and Ilis won
derful works to the children of men.” 
(Pel. cvi., 1-9.)

Well, indeed, on this day, may we give 
glory to the Lord, because of liis goodness 
and of His mercy, which endureth forever. 
Have not the children of St. Patrick been 
redeemed by the Lord, redeemed from the 
hand of the enemy and gathered 
the countries from the rising and from the 
setting of the sun, from the north and 
from the sen? Were they not at his 
advent. niuoug*>t them wandering in a 
wilderness, in a place without water, 
wherein they found not the way of a city 
of habitation? Were they not hungry 
and thirsty and did not their soul faint in 
them ? Have they not often in the course 
of their troubled and eventful history cried 
to the Lord in their tribulations? And 
has He not often delivered them out of 
their distresses, and led them into a right 
way that they might go to a city of habi
tation ? Wherefore should we not on

r.«-iio
0 7“

is above all his works.

out of

THIS DAY OF ALL DAYS, 
give glory to God because of Hie mercies 
and because of Ilis wonderful works to 
the children of men ?

The national festival this day celebrated 
by Irishmen aud descendants of Irishmen 
throughout the world with the heartiest 
enthusiasm and deepest religious devotion, 
is one of peculiar interest, not alone to 
people of Irish origin, hut to all clasps of 
population in ountrii-s wherein Irishmen 
have made homes. The history of the 
Irish race is one of such world-wide inter
est that the celebration of St. Patrick’s 
day universally brings its leading charac- 
tcri.-tics under considération. Thei-e char
acteristics are so very marked as to distin
guish the Irishman everywhere, from his 
fellow-citizens of other origin. To one of 
these to-day is universal attention 
directed—the unswerving devotion of the 
Irish people in all lands to the faith 
preached to their ancestors hy St. Patrick. 
That faith was gladly accepted hy the Irish 
and its teachings adhered to under every 
vicissitude of national life. There is 
Christian people tha*. can show a nobler 
record of devotedaeis to religion than the 
Irish.
Aud when the men lin l knowledge of the 

Holy One ol God,
Then they Hen lout through nil the hind, and 

spread hll fume abr 
liien they brought the sulldrlug ouch, 
t he lonely or t he dear, 
laid them al the Healer's feet, from far 
away or near :

Then Went before the Wondrous One, and 
earnestly besought

That they mightonly touch the hem around 
liiHgHrmeut wrought, 

lie heard the prayer, and ga
strength to touch the hem, 
gave the faith, and virtue tlowed from 
Him and heal'd t hem;

blest touch thus met

and strength In

no

And

And

ve the will and
And

F or every one whose fee 
Hit- Knvlour’s power, 
up In perfect health 
that accepted hour,

Faithful at home, faithful abroad have 
bum the children of St. Vatrick. At home 
they have tiled their blood profusely in 
defence of religion. Neither war," nor 
pestilence, nor persecution has shaken 
their failli in the doctrines implanted in 
the soil^of Erin hy the great apostle him
self. The Irishman at home is to-day a. 
firm as ever in his allegiance to Catholicity. 
Abroad, the Irish race has carried the light 
of divine faith to every region of the 
globe, lit North America especially, 
where a century ago hut few Catholics 
could he found outside the Canadas, the 
progress of the Church through the instru 
mentality of the children of Erin has been 
so wonderful ns to he without parallel 
nines; apostolic times. The rapid a-cension 
in our generation of the Irish in America 
to a commanding rank in its citizenship 
affords a most gratifying proof of Jrish 

ADAPTABILITY TO FREE INSTITUTIONS, 
and their undeniable capacity for self- 
government. By steady adherence to 
the religion of their fathers, they have 
won admiration and respect

opponents of their faith, and 
earned by honorable services in ttie 
discharge of every duty of citizenship, the 
esteem of their fellow-men of

the

every
origin, They have now a firm foothold on 
this continent, and if true to their tradi
tions and to tiie teachings of St. Vatrick, 
a glorious future here awaits them, it 
under adverse circumstances they 
achieved so much, they will, by th 
means which led to past succesres and 
triumphs, accomplish great results in a 
brighter if not cloudless future. The 
com 
it is cr

havo
the same

memoration of Ireland’s great apostle, 
gratifying to perceive, is assuming 

year hy year a more decidedly religious 
character, St. Patrick's day is essentially 
a religious festival and should he rciigi- 
giousiy c i.ehrated—hut while being 
essentially i religious festival, it is hut 
just and meet that Irishmen and the , 
of Irishmen should, out of the love they 
hear to the land evangelized and sancti
fied hy the blessed Patrick, give on that 
day, some consideiation to the rights of 
its people, the redress of their grievances 
and the advancement of Irish interests at 
home and abroad. This legitimate con
sideration of the condition of their dear old 
motherland, and the affirmance of a 
purpose to remove its grievances, right its 
wrongs and promote the advancement 
of the Irish race at home and abroad, not 
only does not interfere with the religious 
celebration of the day, hut is the logical
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