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¢ Jesus, therefore. when He

OF HUMILITY

knew that they
wou 1 Lo ke Hi by force and make
Him kit flod a to the mou
Himsul it (Jol ! )

Oue I
tenches
words,

no lees by pe than by
Tae duty of th
pot only to listen to His words of
wisdom, but also to riew His wise
acts ; and to learn lessong of vash
importance from bobh Christ is the
model upon whioh every Christian
must build ap hia gpirituality, and
according ©O which he musi pase
every day of his earthly lifoe. It he
}:ﬂ{-\‘ himself too far off from this
grent Archetype, or Ialis to view
Him whe endeavoring to make of
himaalf n, he w
not ting worth,
cnrl 180

himself ; separsted
hs can
praiseworthy

y Father,
of the principal lessons Chriet
od and tanght by word and
of humility. He
snd notbing that man
could do to Him or Ior Him would
detract one whis from His dignity or
essence. Though, it man gave Him
the honor due to Him, 1§ wonld add
what generally i8 enlled " external
glory ;" but even this, Christ did not
gearch for. When offered to Him,
He ncoepted it—nob 80 much bscause
of His own sake, but for the sake of
the Christian to whom it would
become mearitorious. But He ap-
peared not a8 God bafore the world.
He came a8 man ; thereby hiding, %o
a great extent—nay, in & certain
genae, totally —His divinity. The
renson for all this is evident, Ha
came f0 sAVe MAD, and in order to
accompligh this work, it was neces
sary that He ghould suffer. This
suffering wns to be voluntary on His
own part. He knew
will of His Fatber, and He freely
underwent even torture for the sake
of that will, and to conquer accursed
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Man is different, though he may
profess himself to be a Cbristian.
It God hae endowed him with some
extraordinary talent, 8some trane
cendent qaality, eome
patural trait, he wishes to shine by

s lights befors the world. Cer
God gave

p bay evidently
intend man to use them &
interest it was the

Ha
¢ bis own
Maker's
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above his
his gifts ;
them to

and God

himeelf on a plane iar
fel means of
but that he ko uee
Berve d effsctuaily
humbl ]
The truly great man is he who is
blind to his own g but
opsnly awake 8o the & yod deeds that
he realiz it to ba y to per
form. He may thank
gilence and secrecy of his own hoard
Him

buat,

) WIS

of

pees,

his du

s been blessed by

exceptional mannper;
externally, must show no sign of
it. Nor need he think—if he use
his talent well—that it will nod, by
its own power, illuminate the rest of
mankind,

Fhere are fon many who attempt
to build structures ¢n O her founda-
tions than that of Christian
gpiritnality, As & consequence, by
their very actions, &Lney become
repulgive to the true Christian.
Their deeds shine mnot befora the
rest of tue world, as lights to lead ;
but they cast gloom where light
finds it difficult to penetrave. They
look for honor; & egieem toO
highly the wavering love of other
fellow beings like, or unl ke, them
gelves ; they desire their glory to bae
mapifeated here; and think littls
of whether or not a crown will await
them in the world to come.
this 8o ? Becauge they have chosgen
other modele
despieed Christ, at least they hsve
neglected Him, Their own pride
has been able to 8way them, and it
hae blinded their view cf the real
lasting things of life and of the
eternal glory beyond. They seem to
bask in the faint sunshine of the
pleasares of this life, content to
ptruggle for a few more earthly

he ha

ally, he
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i 7 | did not bave all the conveniences or |

GENERAL INTENTION
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RKECOMMENDED AND BLESSED
BY HIS HOLINESS POPE
BENEDICT XV,

-

THE OHURCH AND TRADES UNIONS

In former ages, when the Catholic |
Jburch exercised her greatest social |
power, and when religion had & |
strong bold on the minds snd hearte
of men, there sxisted vast aggregn
tions of various tradee koown ae
Theee guilds
bad lawe governing their members in
their relations with each other ns
wall ag with their mastera and with
society in general. They held the
balance of juetice and equity 8o
evenly that industry and wealth
could not be concentrated in the
hands of the fow, and the condition
of the working clasees was one of
ente and comfort. There were
excessiva profits in those daye,
no idle miliionaires
of others. True,

no |
and l
living off the

workingmen

the distractlons that are their lot in
the present nge; but what they
ignored they did not eeek, and they
were happy in their gimple lives.
Other conditions began to prevail |
populations increased and |
when labor-enving machinery entered
into competition with the individual |
worker. Keen-sighted but eelfish |
men, more adtached to the world's |
fortunes than to the welfare of their ‘
equals, saw the advantages of acoum- |
ulated wealth as applied to industry
and commerce, and little by little
concentration, specialization, stand-
ardization, and the rest of i, sup
planted the smaller sources of pro-
duction. Vaet numbers of men had
to sell their labor to consolidated
industry or starve. Skilled work
men and producers became simple
employes. Those who in former

times worked on thelr own account | . ;4 igq whore Catholics are in the |

wera no longer their own masters ; |
they wers mere wage-earners at the |
mercy of managers and bosses,” |
who were responsible to Boards of
Directors, who in turn represented
the real owners, namely, thousundsi
of pstty sharebolders who knew |
pothing about the lives of their |
workmen and whose sole interest in |
industry lay in the sharing of dlvi-:k

| dends.

One hag only o consult industrial
conditions in various countries up to

| $he third quarter ¢ f the nineteenth |

plight to which |

century to see the
i reduced. Natur

worki were
ally were some of thoee men
who rose to tke top; but the rest,
no matter what their personal ambi
tions might bav could never
bopa to b pnythiug bul age
earners, subject o all the uncertaln
tiee earning and depe
1086 who empio
th ined by ¢
them to carry on from
but they had littie
aviog, and when old
or gicknevs or sccident befell
they had pothing to fall back
to tide them over
Meanwhile
such
ariging from the €XxX
try and marketing
pocketa of pe
tarned o whee
in luzurious
them:elves
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been,
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labor helped
week to week,
chance of & BgO
them,
upen
their miefortunes,
dividend sharers had
All the profils
paneion of indus
g went into the
yple who had never
, magnates who lived
homes, who clotbed
in fine linen, and enjoyed
ly stocked larders.
Was it any wonder that the worm
should turn at And it is hardly
credible thiat when workingmen begen
to form societies to protecé then
eelvee, their impudence was reser
by the plutocrats of industry. Union
jsm was baoned. Governmenta in
general looked upon it with suapic
: in some cases declared i§ illegal.
Only after a severe struggle did it

the

no anxieties.

inst?

10D

| obtain recognition, and even gtill, in

Why i8 |

| greedy
| conditions
| houra of toil, insured workingmen

many quarters, it is lcoked wupon |
askanoe.

Human perversity went a long way
in keeping workingmen from exer- |
cising their right of self protection,

it were useless #to reeist them.
Unionism forced higher wages from
capitalists, secured better
in fictories, regulated |

againel sccident, sickness and old |

| age ; it reised the standard of liviog |
| in the workshop snd in the home,

things, and willing to die in the |

clasp of woridliness.

There was never & time more than
today—and perhaps never in an.
other coumfry more B0 than in our
own—when humility and ite conse-
gnent virtues wera 80 vital to the
individual. This is an age of «fMi
olenoy, of edueation, of quick gracp-
ing, with means innumerable of
working out one's te mporal welfare,
All this—while it serves usefully for
the body—is liable to become most
detrimental #o the soul. He who
with eyes open and mind uanpreju

|

l

protected women 8and children
againet the callous competition of
employers, opened up new and
greater opportunities for leisure and ‘
for healthtul paysical, mental and
moral improveent, Perhaps thet
greatest victory of Unionism was ite |
success in ineisting upon the work-
ingman’s digoity and rights as a
human being, and the correction ol‘1
the inhuman principle that labor is & |
commodity to bs paid for as for so
much pulpwood or iron ore.

Trade Unionism secured ite place
in the sun ; but unhappily perverse
human nature is ever ready to asserd

dieed omsta his gazs over the mulsi- Yault Wa mAtied Bow DM
Y ’ y men
tudes sround him will not fiil to
discern quickly that there is a great ey ‘“’t"b out in Vﬂf“ Union move- |
temporal and floeting | ments for their own betterment, if |
P ‘mav mh!:!naua with regard | they sre not continually guided by |
A | the laws of justice and eqnity, there

to the epiritual and etsrnal. Per
heps it is for » time lasting ; but
andoubtedly thers will come a day
when thae Almighty will strike, as

l
l

|
|

ia always the danger that their
Uoionism may becoma as tyrannical
and a8 unreasonable as their former |
masters were, Indocirinated by tulge |

with lightning, the great temple of | philosophy or egged on by Socialist |

wealth that is being built,

The work of Christ will not bs in
vain. His heavenly Father will
have it so that, it people will not
meekly stand at the foot of His
eross and, with sympathetic compna-
gion, kiss the sacred wounds of His
geet and feel the influence cof the
dropping blood, they will expsrience
the sharpness of the sword., For
where an example 8o impelling will
not lead, the stinging lash of an
angered God must compel.

|

agitators, and others of similar brand, \
workingmen are liable to move in
the wrong direction, ‘and if no com
manding authority is at hand to set |
matters straight it is easy to see
what the consequences will be.
Religion alone can guide the pas-
glions and impulses of men and keep
them within legit:mate bounds in the
exsroise of their rights. Hence it
tollows that Trades Uanioniem, like
every other movement in which mul
titudes of men sre involved, must be

| have its eny

| her

guided by religious principles. God gbudy to scquire an intelligent grasp !

intended the workingman to be
humble follower of the Carpenter of

Nezareth who, being rich, became | bave read and pondered over
Wealth |

poor for the love of man,
does not bring happiness. Alter the
example of Christ on earth and of all
those who follow closely in His toot.
gteps, the Christian workman should
be content with reasonable peace aud
comtors for himeslf and big family,
The Divine Leglelator wishes him to
look beyond the preseut life for an
unending reward, How different is
God's way of looking at thinge from
that of the Socialist who rents

|

| to Uniouiem, but the general public

againgt Christianity, who denies thbe |

consoling doctrines of our faith,
dogrades wmen into discontented
beinge, and blots out the hope of any
reward or any happinees outside of
this world.

It is in the best interests of work
ingmen that the Catholic Church
always their frue friend, looks with

| approving eye on the formation of

Trades Unione in whichereligion will

In Upiopniem there is

cooporation and compelling power ; |

but in Unioniem which seeks ite
ingpiration in the bhome at N wzareth
there will be justice meted out to
both masters and workingmen

Church and her leaders. Leo XIIL,
the grent Labor Pope, wrote It is

| with pleasurs we witnees thab every-
socletive |

where are being formed
congisting of workingmen and em

The |
| right kind of Unionism will alwaye
| ind strong eupport in the Cathbolio

ployers. It is #o be desired that their |

numbers may incresse nnd that
their efficacy may grow etronger.”
Another great Churchman expressed
similar sentiments in these words :
“ Workmen, unite ! It is your right.
It is your doty. No one can prevent
you from uniting. He who opposes
your uniting violates a natural law
and commits an action which is pon
trary to the principles of morality.”

This is the attitude of the Church
towards labor organizations. In

of the problems they are cslled upon
to diecuse ? How many” of them
Leo
XIII's masterly encyclical, " On the
Condition of Christian Workmen."
How many of them have studied Dr,
Ryan's ox Father Husslein's worke ?

If Cathslie labor lenders were ns
nctive as they ought to be in this era
of roconstruction, we ghould hear
less about lnbor tronbles. As a rule,
the general public is not antagonistic

should not be nlienated by the un
reasonable demands ¢f Unionlem or
by the gpectacle of labor upheavals, |
strikes, eto, which nre begun by |
impulse and without due oonsidera. |
ation, which sre oftentimes positive- |
ly unjust both to workingmen and
their employere, and which cause 80 |
much unpecesenry suffarivg to the
ionocent. Union men undoubtedly
bave their righte, but so have the
public. |

While our workingmen are urged
to be lcyal to their labor organizn.
tione, they must prepare themselves ‘
by rending nnd study to distioguish
pight from wrong, and they must also
be irflsxible when the ocause of
justice and equity is at stake, "It is
for Catholios,” wrote Leo XIIL, " to
take the initiative in sll true sccial
progress, to ehow themselves the
stendfaet defenders and enlightaned
coungellors of the wenk and disin-
herited, to be the champloas of the
eternal principles of jostice and
Christian civilization,” These are
gound Union principles. It Catholic

| workingmen ars loyal to them, they

1

|

majority there is no difficulty in
formiog Trades Unlone where relig- |

infl k the welf | . -
fous inflaences work for g opportune time in he history of the

of both masters and workmen, as
may be seen in what is now takiog
plage in the old Province of Qnebac.
In our other Canadian Provinces,
where men's ideals and religions are
mixed, the Union problem is not so
easy of solution. To many it may
geem strange that in economie affairs
people ehould divide on veligious
lines, but this is sometimes neces
Pius X. urges Catholic work-
jingmen to f{ rm their own Unions
whenever and wherever fensible.
When this is not possible they
ghould at lesst see to ib that in a
Ohristian countey aati Christ'an prin-
ciples should not gst the vppsrhand.
It Trades Unions will permit such
pripoiples to be inetilled into t
mem he allow Socialistic
doctrines to be
their ranks,
nting trouble and cre
they ocan expecld
religious power like
ch i8 going to lock
the of her
being ipjarad be
boldly nsserts to all-comers
s must be eaved even ab the
expensgs of that while msn
bhave to ear living in this
world, they muet at the same {ime
try $o save their souls for the next,
This two-told obligation is not naces-
garily incompatible or antagonistio,
and there can be no comprowmiee in &
matter of su importance.

The Catholic Church tries fo make
power fel labor circles by
laying down doctrines and principles
which sbould appesl fo all men of
good will, and giving a direction
to public opinion which 18 80 great a
force in the world. But she can do
litile single-handed, and she does not
expect to get & hearing from her
ensmies, Without the ald of those

ary.

eir
re, if they
and other pernicicus

zated within

while

are

dies ;

n their

sl
)

| who cwe her allegiavce there i8 little
| hope that her zsal will affect much.

In Trades Unions Catholic work-
ingmen should assert themeelves
and bravely fight againet what they
know to be fa'se. They are aware
that their religion has the solution
of all problems of social unrest.
Their very conscience tells them that

| justice and cbarity should rule their

bhumen acte avd give a coloring to
their dealings with sheir neighbor no
matter who he may bs; that it is as
great a crime to injure a corporation
or society in general as it is to injure
an individual ; that men must atone
for sin either in this world or the
pext; that God is jnet and will some
day mete out justice %o rich and poor
according to their merite,

Whoay is it that we rend so little

public press which ia the ordinary
gource of workingmen's knowledge ?
How is it that we hear 8o much
about Socialism in lsbor circles and
so little abount Ontholiciem ? Is 1%
not becsuse

| have it8 remedy.

Catholio workingmen |

are too often like dumb posts eitting |

and listening benignly to blatant
Socialistic snd atheietic epeskers,

who make the most ontrageous pro- | years sgo when St. Francis donned

posals pgninet public law and order
and endeavor 0 propsgate dooctrines
that sre as falge in theory as they
are viclous in practice ?

themselvea t0 d fend juetice and
rigbt. In order to do this they
should read the literature which is
being abundantly supplied hy Catho
lio experts nowadays and keep them
gelves informed on gocial and econ-
omic matters. In tha councile of
their Uniona and in the diecuesion of
affaire in which they are interested
they have a8 much right to exercies
their ivfluaence aod bring othera to
their way of thinking as ths strong-
Junged Sooialiat bas. And yet bow
many Catholic workiogmen are pre-
paring themuselves by reading and

will always have the powerful
influence of the Church to uphold
them, E. J. DEVINE, 8. J.

THE PERILS OF TWO
DISTINCT AGES
Preparations for the observance of
the ssventh centenary of St Francis
of As.isl nre already under way

according to reports from Rome.
This notable event comes at an

world. The ideals of poverly and
cbarity which the poor man of Assi i
spect his life-time in exemplifying
are the ideals that so fety needs so
badly todsy, Pope Beuedict in a
recent encyclical very luminously
remarked that gresd end plessure
are the twin plagues that are attack-
ing the foundaiivns of ths modern
gocial siruoture. Again § these two
vices in his day St Fian‘'is wag.d
inc 88 and unrelenting spiri.uel
warlere,

Deven ©

nt
ntories have paseed since
St. Franc p eached to his llttle
b:othere d 88 er he birds, sand
brovght aweel megsage of charliy
and siwp clty to iety §ha H
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aud Jux D
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and mejestic iread through the times
f 1e valisy

li’e and o ndact buve
8 and
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Weo bhave n
fog the Middle

i lasions about restor-
Ages, They ere gone
and gone forever., But the same
principles that mede them great are
the principles upon which society
mugt be reconstructed today. Each
aze differs fcom ite predeceseor, each
boae its problems, and each muet
Today $he Church
looks out uyon an age that is cursed
with gresd and with inordinate love
of pleasure, |
From the deposit of Divine wisdom
o mmitted to ber care, and from the
gtorehous: of Listory she eelects the
remedy that best sulte the time.
Never wos there a time when men of
all classes and oreeds have besn so
diggusted with tbe chaos wrought
by sodden materisliem and oynical
rationalism srd 8o dispoeed to listen |
to the senchinge of the Church. The |

2 | very similitude between soms of the
abous thess important truths in the |

modern propoeals and the teachings
o' the Church on social guessions is
an evidence of the hunger that pos.
peeses men's minds for the truths
dicosrded by their forelathers.

By a peculiar historioal revolution
what was supposed to be the straigat
line of modern social progress has
eurved around until i8 points back
pgain to the period seven huondred

| his garb of poverty and set out to |

[

|

| During the yesrs that etill awaio us
Oatholic Union men should prepara |

brirg tbe world back to ideals of |
obarity and OChriet like simplicity.

pefore the seventh centenary of St
Francig of Aeeisi can be fitly oerle.
brated, the world will have ocoasion
to review his life and mppralse Lis
contributions to world progrege.

Let ns hope that Catholic and non-
Ostholic alike will become impreg |
pated with the great apalogy that
exiete bsiwesn the times of S, Fran
ois snd our own, and fhat all men
will discover that as the constructive
genius of the Church made possibls
the recongtruction of Huropesn
sooiety in the thirteenth century, so
that eame conetructive genius oper-
ating today againet conditions funda- |
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mentally the same but with mora!"I
complexities, will be the ablding and |
gtable influence that will give to |
modern twentieth century progress )
ite right orientation.—The Pilot. 1
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