The Lord Shall Answer.

Then shalt thou call, and the LORD
shall answer; thou shalt cry, and He

back the answer until after death. Moses
had the high honor of standing on a
mountain in the Promised Land, in com-
pany with the transfigured Son of God and

shall say, Here I am.—Isa. 58 : 9.

‘“ Not what we wish, but what we need
Thy sovereign grace supply ;
The good unasked, in mercy grant,
The ill, though asked, deny.’’

One great stumbling-block to a begin-
ner in the Christian race is the apparent
fact that, in aspite of God’s countless
promises with regard to prayer, it often
seems to be entirely disregarded. Like
the prophets of Baal we cry unto our
God, and there is no voice nor any
answer. People who fancy that prayer
is a charm, a kind of Aladdin’s lamp,
which will lift them without effort over
every difficulty, will soon give up praying
in despair. God does not intend to do
everything for us, He is too wise and
kind to keep us always in the infant-
school. His answer to a prayer for help

is sometimes to give a harder lesson to .

learn—He will give us the help we need,
no more.

‘“ Where we looked for crowns to fall,
We find the tug’s to come,—that’'s all."’

And yet, ‘‘ Faith cannot be un-
answered,”” God’s promises about hear-
ing and answering prayer must be true.
God is not a man that He should lie,
and we must not forget the fact that the
evidence of our penses is not always to be
depended on—even in such an everyday
matter as the sun’'s apparent journey
round the earth. Some day we shall
certainly know that our prayers were
answered in the way we should have
chosen if we had been able to see the
future.

But the promises are not without con-
ditions. Let us study our Bibles, and

find out what these conditions are. In*

the first place we shall discover that
God’s promises are addressed only to
His loyal servants. It is those who
honor Him, not doing their own ways,
who shall be “ like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water, whose waters
fail not.”” It is to faithful servants

that God is speaking when he says :
‘“ Then shalt thou call, and the LORD
shall answer.”’ Our Lord says : I
ye abide in Me, and My words abide in
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it
shall be done unto you.”” Prayer is not
& powerful weapon in the hands of God's
enemies : ‘‘ He that turneth away his ear

from hearing the law, even his prayer
shall be abomination.””—Prov. 28 : 9
‘ When ye spread forth your hands, I
will hide Mine eyes from you : yea, when

ye make many prayers,
your hands are full of
15. If we find, as
presses it, that God
with a cloud, that our prayers should not
pass through, the reason may not be far
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to seek. L.et us search and try our
ways, and turn again to the LORD
Then  another reason for God's silence
muy be our weak faith. “Ask n
fuith, nothing wavering. For he that
wavereth is like a wave of the seu
driven with the wind and tossed. Fou
let not that man think that he shall re
ceive anything of the Lord.” Would
you not be astonished if a swift and
complete unswer to your prayer should
be sent ? Well, then, surely that proves
that you don't really expect one.

But, even God's true and faithful ser-
vants  do not find that prayer is a
mayical talisman  with which they can
work startling miracles, or make life o
summer holiday for themselves and thei
friends. Moses  carnestly pleaded with
the Lord that he might be allowed to o
Ler Canaun, uand his petition was not
prunted —on  this side of death Mo
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the great prophet, Elijah. St. Paul,
too, after asking thrice for the removal
of some trouble, which he calls ‘‘ a thorn
in the flesh,”” seems to have been either
forbidden to ask again, or else so filled
with the joy of God’'s strength in his
weakness that he ceased to wish it re-
moved, and began, as he says, to

‘glory in my infirmities, that the power
of Christ may rest upon me."” Was not
that a grand foretaste of the fuller
answer to his prayer, which was laid up
for him in the eternal future ?

We have great reason to thank 'God be-
eause He does not let us grasp the
treasures he holds for us before the time.
A father shows true wisdom and kindness
when he refuses to put into eager baby
hands the sharp tools or precious jewels
which the child is too young to use or
value. We have not been left in ignor-
ance of the terrible mischief men can
bring on their own heads by presumptu-
ous, unsubmissive prayers. When the
Israelites refused to be content with
God’s provision for their needs, scorning
the manna which was exactly suited to
their circumstances, and which had kept
them in such health that there was not
one feeble person among their tribes,
they ‘‘ provoked the Most High "’ un-
til, in His just anger, He gave them the
flesh they were so Presumptuously de-
manding. They required meat for their
lusti—and they got it, to their sorrow.
They had doubted their Leader’s power,
saying : ‘““ Can God furnish a table in
the wilderness ?’’ and, when He rained
flesh upon them as dust, and feathered
fowls like as the sand of the sea, of
course they thought themselves very
fortunate, having got exactly what they
wanted. But it would have been far
wiser to have trusted God to supply

their needs in His own way, for He gave
them  their request, but sent leanness
into their souls. May He never so

answer our prayers ! The plague which
struck down their youngest and healthicst
men while the meat was yet in their
mouths, may not have been in any way
miraculous. God knew all the time the

danger of a surfeit of flesh in that

climate, and if they had only been will-
ing to trust Him, all would have been
well.

These things are written for our wsd-
monition—let  us not fail to learn the
lesson they would teach. But we need
not be afraid to ask for the things which

seem  to us desirable
I mean, that God tempted to
give them to us, even though they should
be really harmful. Jf a child trustingly

and good—afraid,

may be

usk his father for bread, he will not re-
ceive a stone, or if he ask a fish, u
polsonous  serpent will not be put into
his  outstretched hands. Even so our
Father, who knows perfectly what things
are best for us, will not give stones or
serpents  to His trusting children, even
though they may plead for them in the
mistahen idea that they are treasures.
Would a kind earthly father do such an
unkind thing ? As St. Paul said to the
Roman Church, God, Who has not kept
biack  from  us the greatest conceivable
Gift —even His own Son may bhe trusted
Lo give us all lesser pood things. We
really want the best pifts, those which
will enrvich us for all eternity -though we

Mmay not always know it—and God wants

to give us these. No one

ever yet said
with all his heart Thy will he done !
and had reason to repent ot Let us
thank God every day, at least as much
for the prayers He seems to  he disre
girding as for those lle is plainly grant-
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What Flour Granulation /;
Means in Bread-Making

Flour is composed of myriads of
tiny granules.

To make good bread these granules
must be uniform in size.

‘\

In poorly milled flour some granules )
are large, some small.

The small ones absorb yeast, “rise” @4
and “ripen” before the large ones—
the result 4s bread of coarse, poor
texture. .

The large granules arenotdeveloped
into ‘“‘sponge,” they bake into heavy
hard particles, spoil the texture of the
bread and make it harder to digest.

ROYAL HOUSEHOLD FLOUR 7}

1s perfectly milled—all the flour gra- é

[

\\ nules are uniform in size—the sponge
rises uniformly—the bread is even in
texture — perfect in flavor — good-
looking, appetising bread — easﬂy
digested.

Ogilvies back it with their reputa-
) tion by branding it

/| Ogilvie’s Royal Household Flour.

THERE ARE MANY

flours on the market, but, in spite of all com-
petition, *“ Five Roses** Flour still holds
iIts position as the best. It is the purest and
most rehable flour obtainable, and gives
more satisfaction to its users than any
ordinary brand. Ask your grocer for it and

a4 package of our Breakfast Food, and accept
no substitutes.
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