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JANUARY 7, 1904

Our London (Eng.) Letter.

The rainfall of 1903, up to the end of last
month, having broken all records, is now resting
on its laurels, and with the advent of December
the weather became what we call seasonable; that
is, of the descnptxon more generally associated
with Christmastide in story books than, in real
life. With the drop in temporat,ure the spirits
of our meat traders rose in anticipation of a
centinuance of fauvorable meteorological conditions.
Yesterday these fond hopes were ‘‘ knocked on the
kead,’”’ as the weather reverted to its usual muggy
state, and business, consequently, is again slow
and unspirited. To-day a black fog hangs over
London lite a funheral pall.

Since my last letter, 21st November, the Cana-
dian export seagon from Montreal has closed, and
the last shipments are now on our markets. From
what 1 can gather from those in the ‘' know "’
here, the season has not been a succeéssful omne
financially. The total numbhers to end of season
are 156,741 cattle, and 66,304 sheep, as against
79,937 cattle and 45,455 sheep the year previous.

The great annual Smithfield Club Show, which
orens on Monday, is of conurse the central event
of the Metropolitan year, and bids fair to be one
of the most successful in the history of the fa-
mous club. The three great shows already held
this season—Norwich, Birmingham and Tdinburgh
—have been well supported, both as regards en-
tries and atte. dance.

Within the last few days the farming world on
this side has lost two good friends, in the deaths
of Mr. Jasper More, M.P., and Sir John Blun-
dell Maple, M.P. As a tenant farmer’'s advocate
the former had earned a great name for himself.
The latter, apart from his connection with the
world-renowned firm which bears his name, will
be long remembered as a famous breeder of pedi-
gree stock. At his home farm, Sir J. Blundell
Maple bred and ied Shorthorns and Aberdeen-
Angus cattle, and Hampshire Down sheep. It was

le:e, also, that his world-famous stud of Shire |

horses was kept, representatives of which have
found their way to wherever the Shire horse is
known and appreciated.

The fiscal question with us maintains the I(,ad :

it, has established in the public mind. Every day

‘ great speeches

sides. Truth to tell, the working man is getting
a bit tired of it all, and what the outcome of the
‘ raging, tearing propaganda '’ will be it is hard
to forecast. This, however, is clear, the masses
do not like the idea of their food being dearer,
and fiscal questions are, after all, pre-eminently
bread-and-butter questiors. If Mr. Chamberlain
can show that with the increcased cost of living
the workers will receive higher wages and better
employment his views will prevail. But can he ?
‘“ There's the rub’

Another question which our traders are deter-
mined to bring to the front at the next general
election—which may come in the spring of 1904—
is the removal of the restrictions on the importa-
tion of Canadian store cattle. A clear case has
been made out by all the parties interested
against the Act of 1896, and although our present
Minister of Agriculture, Lord Onslow, is very
hostile, the agitation now. going on all over Eng-
land and Scotland will probably lead him to
modify his views. On the reassembling of Par-
liament the question will be brought forward very
prominently, quite a number of M. P.’s having re-
cently been induced to view the demands of Brit-
ish agriculturists in a much more favorable light.

Tre complimentury luncheon and presentation
to Mr. George Roddick, President of the Liverpool
Foreign Cattle-traders’ Association, and founder
of the trans-Atlantic cattle trade, which took
place at the Exchange Station Hotel, Liverpool,
on 27th November, was an unqualified success.
Mr. W. S. Williamson, who presided at the func-
tion, was supported by the majority of the trade
rupmsentatnes Mr. Williamson is the well-
known Canadian salesman so long associated in
business with Mr. Tom Bater and Mr. ‘° Sandy ”’
Goodfellow. The accompanying portrait of Mr.
Roddick will, no doubt, interest your readers.

With regard to the markets, prices at Deptford
have practically remained unchanged since my last.
The very best Canadian bullocks are not being
quoted at more than 3s. 8d. per stone, of 8 lbs.
Sheep niet a iaur trade at 3w, 10d. for the best
rens. On Monday a bunch of 113 lambs realized
3s. 2d.  Although (rade may be described as
firm, only exceptionally choice lots of American
cattle have made 4s. In the provision depart-
ments Canadian produce continues to meet with
a steady enquiry, but the ample supplies in hand
and on the way have kept prices at their recent
low level. The very hest Canadian bacon may
be quoted at 48s. to 50s.; second-class and out-
side brands down to 43s. Cheese, both fancy,
white and colored, are in steady demand at 52s.
to bH4s. Butier is also steady ; best creamery
making from 94s. to 100s., and factory sorts 84s.
to 92s. Prices in the poultry market are sky-
high for everything. A. J. SCOTT.

Dec. 5th, 1903.

[IEditorial Note.—Mr.

Williamson, referred to

" are poured into the ears of the |
working men by the leading statesinen on poth

THE FARMERS ADVOCATE.

in 'the above letter, is a native of Brampton,

Peel Co., Ontario, and owns a beautiful home
there yet. NMr. Tom Bater, his former partner
some thirly years ago, was herdsman in charge
of the Shorthorn herd of John Snell & Sons,
Snelgrove, Ont. He was one of the first export-
ers of cattle to Great Britain, and later a com-
mission salesman at Liverpool, where he became
quite wealthy.]

Mr. Geo. Roddick, Liverpool, Eng.

FARM.

Dr. A. G. Hopkins Rejoins The Farmer"s
Advocate Staff. :

Dr. A. G, Hopkins, B. Agr., D.V. M., is about
to rejoin the editorial staff of the weekly:‘‘Farm-
er's Advocate '’ at Winnipeg. During the past
year and a half. he has been engaged on the Do-
minion Government Veterinary Service, looking
after the inspection of pure-bred stock for export
to Canada. from the Old Country, where:he also
visited all the leading breeding establishments and
thoroughly investigated: the  conditions - of the
Canadian dressed meat, cattle and horse trades.

Upon returning to Canada he continued important ,

work in the veterinary tervice, latierly in Bnt,xsh
Columbia. His love for agricultural journalism,

however, did not abate, and he continuéd:to con- *

tribute many ' valuable - articles to our columns.

Dr. Hopkins originally ]omed the, “ Fa:;;}!
Advocate ”’ staffi on Jan. 1st, 1901, as associate
editor, during the managing editorship of Mr.
Geo. H. Greig, who, on his. appeointment as Live-
stock Commissioner for Manitoba, ‘was’ succeeded
as editorial chief of the paper by W. J. Black,
B.S.A., who will now have the valued aid of Dr.
Hopkins. Mr. M. D. Geddes will continue to de-
vote his energies to the interests of the ‘‘ Farm-
er's Advocate’ and its readers. in our branch
office at Calgary.

Special Clubbing Rate.

In order to greatly mcrea.se our subscription
list, we make the follong hbexal ciab rate :
One renewal and one new subscrlher $2.50 ; one
rerewal and two new subscribers,-$3.25. Regu-
lar subscription price, $1.50 rer year (52 num-
bers). Show prospective subscribers a copy of
the weekly. Every farmer should have it. Ad-
dress, ¢ FFarmer’'s Advocate,”” London, Ont.

found at this depth is known as surface oil, and

- at varying depths in the necighborhood of one

~and, barley to.be.sent this year will be 4 1bs
-oats and 5 lbs. of wheat or barley, sufficient

inot also receive oue'of wheat, ‘ba.rley or po

lhouﬂehold cannot be cntertamed

—uny time ‘beforé the 18t of Ma;rcb a!far
H]lstb will' be closed, so'that all the 88

- Parties  writing” should” mention ' the'
" variefy ' they 'would -prefer;  and 'should th

' association to give you tha 3-. er

15
Oil in Grey County.

A reader in Grey County has struck oil in rock
at 124 feet, and would like to know whether it is
a svaluable find, .and what to do with it? Oil

is frequently found under similar conditions and

hundred feet. Such deposits are seldom lasting,
but frequently . indicate greater supplies K lower
down. In certain localities in Lambton. County
the wells are sunk to 400 feet, hut the exactl
depth at which the most .0il is found is only
ascertained after several trials have been made
by sinking wells to different depths. As the in-
dications for oil are good, it would be well for
our reader to correspond with or visit some. one
in the oil districts of Lambston Co., in order. to
get a practical knowledge of the method of work-\
ing his well.

Samples of Sesd Grain.

Dr. Wm. Saunders, Director of the Central:Ex-
perimental Farm, Ottawa, writes ilsﬁ‘ "’Amother‘
“ distribution will be made this' sea.sbn ‘of sainplés
of the most productive sorts of gra.ﬁi t? Qa.na-
dian farmers for the improvement  of: ‘eed., /Fhe
stock fordistribution is of the very. best; a.ndbgl

been secured mainly from the excellent crops @
the branch Experimental Farm, Indian, Head, N
.W.T. The distribution this spring will mt
;of samples of oats, spring wheat, barley, ‘}

corn and potatoes. The quantities of oats;

sow one-twentieth of an acre. The samples
Indian -corn —and potatoes will weigh 8 Ibs
he ‘etofore. .. Every  farmer . may apply, but ¢
one sample can Le sent-to eacn apphcant' [
“if ‘an individual receives ‘a sample of oats b

-and applications for more than one’ sampW
'lw

Experimental Farnis, Ottaws, and may( ﬁ&

for may be sent out in’good timc?

able stock.of :the kind 'asked ' for be
'some: other good sort will be: aent. in iﬁ lace

1 Saﬁsfactory M i
To the Editor A Fanper s Advoga;g."‘
I have been asked by
the dressed beeves killed by om
started on the 20-share plan two
the members arc all well satisfied
the chart taken from the Advpem,
year on our 20-share plan the average
581 pounds, and this. last year T
weight was 5414 pounds. Would ‘be glad
‘from -any ‘other beef : assocmtxons to kn W
are making a better average of two-year:
-So -satisfactory has been the
Town Line Beef Association, W
operation for thirteen’ years, t,!;@ "&
‘meéting last month an’ oyster supper
Mr.. Walkington;” who during’ all
dressed the beeves, ds & 5
hig - work.: *'An' interesting . p
dresses and uiusic = for the me
brightered. by the ‘presence of
ofthe. familjes interested,’ was.
L ivery .pleasant. evenmg was lpqn
York Co, Ont.

TR ...!m-mers Institute
 TENRE: Jas. Mills, of the O.'A,
whom the Ontario Farmers’ Institute yste
its existence, took charge of the session’
ers! during -the  Winter Fair,’ who met to'
the! needs of ‘the organization. | In the o
the! Doctor, any lack of interest+in -the
the Institute was due-to ' the: local secrem
the records of different branches throughout
Province he claimed 'bore him' out’ in ‘the
ment. Secretavies are not nacessarily expe
do. all the work of the exec tive committee;
should be able to secure. m.  to do it lom
own interest. ’
Several of those. . present
practice of holding meetings 1
especially on Saturday even. g,
doned. et
Mr. MacMillan, Huron, th
more local talent engaged.
Mr. Kydd, Norfolk, woul
tising more widely Jdone.
Dr. Robertson, Haltom,  sei

¢,

by bringing out the young gqox 16 h
jects of vital mterest !




