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that reason I am inclined to think that by this tin^3 
my farmer friend up West has bought a twenty-fiv» 
cent valve and has fixed his pump.

OCTC

The Farmer’s Advocate their illusion, I was very certain of that. They say 
that familiarity breeds contempt and I suppose it is 
because of the fact that the opportunity for closer 
inspection has revealed our faults to our friends, and 

» they are disappointed in us because they have forgotten 
to take into account the naturally imperfect state of 
man in this unfinished world.

And I have thought, at times, that the greater a man 
is in one respect the smaller he may appear in others. 
A case in point is that of one of the most close-fisted 
men I ever knew. Hé would sit up all night for the 
sake of making ten cents and, although he was an in
surance agent himself, he never put a dollar on his own 

1 buildings. But when he was burned out, as happened in 
, the course of time, he took it in a very philosophical 

way and started in to repair his fortunes in a manner 
and spirit that should have been an example to his 
former critics. He was a contradiction embodied. 
And I have seen many a one of his kind on the farm. 

' Strong at one point, weak at another. An example 
is the man I have often wondered at who would go to all

8. ADVERTISING RATES.—25 cents per line, agate, flat, kjlldi\0.f ^ t0 albarn «J h,ouse
Uvc-stock advertising rates given on application. after the budding had been shingled, would leave the

4. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until brackets nailed to the roof for months and sometimes
m^bT^e m “b,Tw. Pay" {°r ^ars, Perhaps until they rotted and were carried off

6. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held by the wind. Or again, the man who, while working and
ie until all arrearages are paid, and their paper ordered saving in the effort to make a good living for himself and

lacon nu ' family, with, possibly, a college education in view for
some of them, will leave his farm machinery out in all 
kinds of weather and often for the entire year, wasting 
as much money in that way as might, perhaps, satisfy 
his very worthy ambitions. He’s not very consistent, 
but he is very human. We’re all in the same boat and, 
apparently, trying to row up-stream with one oar while 
the Other is lying idle at our side.

It is this failing, it seems to me, that is responsible 
for most of our misfortunes and so-called bad luck. 
Some call it carelessness and perhaps it is, in a way, 
but what it really amounts to is a tendency to pay all 
attention to the big undertakings and overlook the 
smaller details on which the success of the other may 
rest.
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The woods are now glorious in their autumn tinto-^ * 

every stretch of deciduous forest, every bit of wooded 
hillside, presents a color scheme worthy the brush of a 
great artist. The reds and yellows of the maples, 
the coppery-reds of the oaks, the vellows of the beeches 
birches, and poplars contrast with the greens of those 
trees which have not yet taken on their autumnal 
hue and with the darker greens of the coniferous trees 

• Beautiful as are the colors of the trees, they 
equalled, if not surpassed, by those of some of the' ™ 
shrubs and vines—the brilliant reds of the Staghorn 
Sumach and Virginia Creeper, and the beauufuflti 
blended bronze, copper and deep red of the Blackberry; 
the littleSpiked Maple with its graceful leaves variegathl 
with pink, red, yellow and green, and the Hobble-btwti 
with each leaf a symphony in color.

The other day I was looking at a little scene wiüÉÉ 
some would have called common-place, even uyH 
earlier in the season—a little bit of old rail fence with 
shrubbery about it. Now, to one with an eye for 
color effects it appealed very strongly—the colors of 
the Spiked Maple and the Blackberry, rich in reds, 
pinks and coppers with the delicate lilac-blue of the- 
flowers of the Heart-leaved Aster in the foreerouiM 
and a touch of the rich gold of the Goldenrod.

In swamps and in moist places along the shores48 
lakes and streams the Black Alder is now very effective 
with its clusters of bright red berries amid its dark 

This shrub is really not an Alder at all 
but belongs to the Holly Family, and if its leaves wtxt- 
evergreen, it would be as much of a favorite for winter 

_ decoration as its famous British relative.
The Chipmunks are now laying in the last of their 

store of nuts and seeds, and are prepared to retreatH 
into their burrows at the first hard frost. As they ' 
finish their gamering they pause from time to time and 
perched on a log or stump, they utter their “Chonk- 
chonk-chonk” call, one after another taking it up until 
it becomes a chorus echoing through the woi 
farewell chorus which bids us say good-bye to 
blithe little mammals until the spring.

The Red Squirrels and Bluejays are busy in the grove* 
of nut-bearing trees and of oaks—busy securing their 
share of the autumnal harvest of nuts and acorns.

The fall migration of the birds is now in full swing. 
Many of the Warblers and Vireos have already departed. . 
For some time the flocks of these little birds have been 
passing south, making their flights during the night and 
flitting from tree to tree, feeding, during the day-time., 
These migrating Warblers and Vereos are very valu-oe.,.^™ 
economically on account of the "spring cleaning” and 
“fall cleaning” which they give our trees. In the spring, 
just as the buds are bursting and the tender 1 
unfolding these hosts pass along from tree to 
seeking out the minute scale insects and aphids 
other very small insects, and again in the autumn, 
just before the leaves fall they once again search bark 
and twig and leaf, for these tiny, yet, in the aggregate 
very destructive insects. In these flocks are many 
species and the bands of Warblers are usually accom
panied by Kinglets, Red-breasted Nuthatches and 
Chicakdees. The latter are not migrating, as they are 
among the few species which are faithful to their northern 
home at all seasons of the year, but they attach them
selves to the flocks of migrating Warblers for the day 
and appear to “show them around” as it were.

The Chipping Sparrows, White-throated Sparrows, j 
Song Sparrows and Juncos have gathered into flocks 
and frequent weedy fields where they are feeding on 
weed-seed. Soon these flocks will follow in the truing» 
of the other feathered hosts.

A species which is seen more frequently in central 
and southern Ontario during the fall migration than 
during the spring is the Rusty Blaékbird. It is smaller 
than the familiar Bronzed Crackle, and in full plumage 
exhibits the rusty edgings to the black feathers which 
give it its name.

The fall migration is a much more difficult move
ment to observe than the spring migration. Firstly, itv 
implies the keeping tab on every species every day, 
as only in this way is it possible to tell when a certain 
species has departed. Secondly, the great majority 
of our birds are in much duller plumage than in thj-j 
spring, and a good proportion of the individuals observed y 
are young birds which, in most cases, are duller than 
their parents in fall, and in many species differ con- . 1 
siderably from the adults. Thirdly, there is an almost 
total absence of song, and since the ear is almost as 
important as the eye to the student of birds, this miaM 
decided handicap in the recognition of the various 
species.

A sound which is frequently heard in the 
at this time of year is the plaintive tremulo whistle of 
the little Screech Owl, a soft and musical call -5 
unlike the notes uttered by any of. the other owls.
This little owl sometimes takes up its residence about 
the farm buildings, and it should be carefully pro
tected as it is a very efficient destroyer of mice and rats, :j

Advocates of daylight saving last June are now 
complaining about how cold the mornings are when 
they go to their work. October 26 will probably see 
the end of it for this year and for all time, we trust! 
Never was more utter folly given expression in legisla- . 
tion than that which conceived daylight saving. ]
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Money Order, Postal Note. Express Order or Registered Let
ter, which will be at our risk. When made otherwise we will 
not be responsible.

7. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL 
subscription is paid

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. In 
every case the “Full Name and Post Office Address Must be 
Given.

». WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent. 
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, 81.00 must be enclosed.

10. LETTERS intended for publication should be written 
side of the paper only.

11. CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a 
address ^ addle“ ahouW *ive the old as well as the new P. O.

18. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural 
topic. We are always pleased to receive practical articles. 
For such as we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch 
printed matter. Criticisms of Articles. Suggestions How to 
Improve "The Farmer’s Advocate and Home Magazine." 
Descriptions of New Grains. Roots or Vegetables not generally 
known. Particulars of Experiments Tried, or Improved 
Methods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome. Con
tributions sent us must not be furnished other papers until 
after they have appeared in dur columns. Rejected matter 
win be returned on receipt of postage.
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1 Nothing makes the meaning of a 

kind clearer than an appropriate ill 
comes

: t of this 
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to my mind just now that may serve this purpose. 
Some years ago I spent the summer with a farmer 

friend of mine in the weatern part of the province and 
BRED AS CONFIDENTIAL and will not be forwartâ .? chance to become pretty well acquainted with

14. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con- his manners and methods and his general style of
nected withtiüa paper should be addressed as below, and not farming. It was all right except that he never had time
to any individual connected wnh the paper. to “fix” anything that was out of shape or to keep thin™

in what we call running order. He raised splendid 
crops of grain, but they were generally badly damaged 
by his cattle getting into them through some weak spot 
in the fence that he had neglected to repair. And one 

... n.'ght his best horse got loose in the stable and, finding
be small indeed. Let them follow the dairyman through the grain-box cover broken, had eaten enough oats to
the various operations of milking, feeding, etc., and bring his career to an end the next morning, in spite of all

that we or the “Vet” could do.
Shortly after this I was with him one day when he 

was watering his remaining team at the well. He asked 
me to hold the horse while he went to the house for 
some water to prime the pump. When he came back 
I said to him; “the time may come when you’ll need 
water in a hurry. You ought to get a new valve for that 
pump.” "Oh, I haven’t had time,” he replied and 
that was the end of it just then, but I think he 
bered what I told him, later on.

The criticism showered upon the Board ef Com- ^ ^ew da^s a^ter fhe pump incident the threshing
merce, and Mr. O’Connor in particular, by members of hadVhe'm puTthe en^neT Shack en^ofTh/blm
the House of Commons was, in many regards, well floor, which best suited the plans that he was always
taken. Strangely enough the Board has directed its making.
activities in the direction of foodstuffs, and the results The sow-thistle was very bad that year and shortly 
.re naturally ^ f,„ by fame,, who have made .he
least out of the high prices obtaining. Agriculture will the nature of which most of us are pretty well acquainted
welcome any fair investigation, but these knife-thrusts with- I was just coming from the house"to see how things
dealt by irresponsible parties and taking the form of were going at the barn when I heard someone shout
embargos, mandates and such will not long be tolerated !i A n I ., me !ong to Set to the scene of

* .... . ... k e lo,eratea. action and the first thing I saw were the flames that
Anyone with ordinary intelligence can see that covered the engine and were beginning to run up the side 

greater production on the farms of this country is of the grain-mow that, like everything else, was
absolutely essential to the well-being of the nation covered with the thistle-down. Some of the’ men
financially and otherwise; but when the call conics from
Ottawa to produce more it sounds like mockery to the I could see in a minute that water, and plenty of it
producers’ ears. This is not a healthy state of affairs, was the only hope. But we weren’t to get it. One of
and so far as we can see the fever is not abating *be men came running -.back from the well calling

for water to prime the pump. The water had run back 
in the short time that had elasped since the engine tank 
hart been filled and not a drop could be got short of the 
house. Some one started in that direction and the rest 
of us turned our attention to getting the separator out 
of the barn It was all we could do. The chance for 
saving anything else was gone. ' By the time the
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chances of their being on hand in the morning would

take an inventory, with values attached, of the feed 
consumed by the herd. After cognizance is taken of 
all the many operations and expenses incident to a well- 
run dairy farm the Board will be in a position to place 
a value on milk, but not till then will they be able to 
add anything to what is already known about the cost 
of production and what dairymen are entitled to ask 
for their product.
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Imperfections in Human Nature.

BY ALLAN MCD1ARMID.
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i* S'li
lt is very likely that nearly all of us have some 

“on our list of friends” whom we think would be 
decent fellow if it were not for

one 
a pretty

. some one particular
fault. 1 he fly is in the ointment here as well as 
in almost everything else in this developing and con
sequently imperfect world. If we had the chance to 
work in a few little improvements in the case of the 
people we know we think we could like them much

I remember noticing this when I first got to thinking 
about the subject and taking note of ray fellow-men in 
general, and of their moral and mental qualities in 
particular. The worst of it was that I found that 1 
was no exception to the rule. And I became so im
pressed with the fact that I remember ^ying that if 
I ever, by any chance, made a good impression on some 
person at a first meeting, I was going to take good care 

j^^^not to run across that person again. I would dispel

man
turned we were all ,, nding «T.kffiXSMXS! 
ing the best barn in that part of the country go un in 
8™ke. A defective spark-plug had set fire to the 
thistle-down gathered on and about it and the lack of 
water had done the rest.

A thought crossed my mind prompting me to remind 
my friend of what I had said about needing water in a 
hurry some time but on looking at him I concluded that 
he had about all he could stand up under for the time 
being and held my peace. I left for home shortly after 
this and am not able to say whether my friend’s mis 
fortune was in any way profitable to him, or not but 
we are hoping that it was. The price was too ’hieh 
not to have got something of considerable value out of it 
a*L f.ut Babit is so strong in us that nothing short of 
the high-priced lessons seem to be effective. For
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