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“BILLY”--A Christmas Carol &% %
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Nervy? Lord blc \ no sir! ‘
[ never saw anvthing of
jumps about Billy,
looked more like : lookir
girl than most g I have
known )3

In the minutes before that
ittack when we fellows fairly
ite up the fags to steady our
nerves, Billy looked have »

seen him at church parade back
all X
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right when we get going, but it
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Well we got there
hundred heyvond
quite a bunch on the way. [ was knocked
out, as | thought, pretty early in the game,
ut they tell me 1 was picked up within ten
vards of the Hun second line

That's the time—between the
parapet and getting home—when you “see
red” or see nothing. But one thing I did

yards

clearing

member w

Billy dig

with

SEen s him
at the dre g sta
it leg do to a
it the base pital
, out of the show

trimm t

pulp. The
next day,

ind there I was

EMMANUEL ¢ - i

ﬁ&%%%%%%\%%%%%\%%%%%%%%%%%3&

[ could have stood that, sir, but the worst
was yet to come. They got Billy, too, and
his lights were on the blink, they said. He
rallied and lived a week and I wouldn’t swap
that week for the whole lifetime of any
other man on earth. As luck would have it,
he was put next me in the ward, and you
should have seen Billy’s face when he first
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I'm not a

MHM man I'm a different chap
% from the bo-hunk 1 was when |
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's like this—we boys
ussed it on the way
and we're all agreed. Last
Christmas our old padre was
preaching ( ’n»tml\
|u wch from that text where it
vs that  Emmanuel means
with us.”
Well v
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eve

You see it
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his  best

m know what a pro-
Bible puncher would
have to say about that, but we ch: 1ps got to
debating on how it was possible for us to
have a date with God all the time if the
Huns with their “Gott mitt uns” were in
line with the Almightv as well

We were a-rough bunch and we could
make nothing out of it until some time after
we got to know Billy. One night he took a




