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Prominent Toplics.

The tendency of the rural population
The Urban 1, leave the agricultural districts for the
Temdemey.  citics 1+ as marked in England and
Wales as it is on this continents
Ihe inereasing predo ninance of the urban as com
pared with the rural population is shown in the table
given below
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It will he noted that while in 1831 the numbers
lving under urban and rural conditions were, broadly
<peaking, t'\(!ll_\-1‘l\it|\-1. in 1ot no less than 78 per
cent. of the population were living under urban and
only 22 per cente under rural conditions,

One of the greatest pre blens for soctal re formers
o solve is how to make conntry life more attractive,
All the world over there are many city people who
think rural life very fascinating, hut nevertheless stay
in town.  The rising generation of the raral popula
tion find city life attractive and, to a large extent
migrate to the big centres,  Ttis casier for the farmer
to adjust himself to city life than it is for the city
man to adiust himself to country Tife. Probably the
difference is due to the fact that the town satisfies
the almost universal denand for interest, excitement
and amusement to <ay nothing abont the comforts
of life. The well-to-do ety man  with a country
home to which to go for a change finds no lack of
comfort in the country.  But to the poorer elass
among the agricultural population the country means
a good deal of hard work and the doing without
many of the conforts of life enjoyed by the poor m
cities and  the almost entire ahsence  of exciting
anusement.  How  great is the demand  for this
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amusement may be seen by the popularity of all kinds
of ten cent performances in the big cities. Some of
them are less elevating than others, but they also
ceem to satisfy a human eraving for amusement. 1o
the country ]u'--]tlv all these considerations are evi
dently very fascmating

If any man living has earned the
the right to be heard with respect
and  deference when he speaks
upon the defence of Great Britain,
it is surely Lord Roberts, He was one of the first to
warn the Dritish Government of the danger of war
with Germany and the necessity for - preparation
Every little scribbler at home and in the colonies
felt hivself at liberty to ridicule the veteran soldier
as an alarmist, To-day it is difficult 1o a0 sane iman
on either side of politics who does not recognize that
Lord Roberts was right. s latest utterance brings
the warning up to date.  He says: “Politicians tell

Lord Roberts on
the Situation.
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us that the country will not stand compulsory train
g, 1 am persuaded it s not true A« long as om
fellow countrymen are soothed and fattered by then
lcaders that the territorial foree as at present con
ituted can give the backing that 1= necessary to the
pavy and the regular army, they sec no need for con
adering compulsory service, and are not to he hlamed
for their belief; but if our leaders would have the
honesty and the courage o tell them the truth,
namely, that we are on the eve of agreat crists,
and @ erisis without parallel certainly withn the past
one hundred vears, and that our national forces are
anfit to meet the strain that may be put apon us with
any assurance of success, I feel contident that the
present  generation  of Brittshers  would  wilhingly
accept the first reform necessary unversal traming
compulsory upon all alike, upon rich and poor, ngh
i low. from the son of the Duke to the son of the
laborer —as the foundation of our territorial foree,
metead of the foolish and unfair method of voluntary
discipline.  The real difficulty i to get our leaders to
take the country into their confidence and tell them
dout this vital matter.”

The great difference between the soldier and the
politician in this matter i that the soldier knows what
e is talking about and the pohtician does not, andd
tiat while the soldier tells his countrymen what he
thinks they ought to know, the pohtician tells what
he thinks they want to be told. Lord Roberts adds
“When 1 consider the certainty of the struggle, its
probable nearness, and  the  momentousness of the
Peanes at stake, 1 am astounded that the nation should
be left in the dark as to the danger with which we
have to cope, and for which we nost certainly are
not prepared.”

Oil 1= <and to have been discover
0il under London. ¢ at o depth of 5000 fect under

London, and also m Nottngham
Dire. Both discoveries are simultancous with the
opening of the oil exhibition at Olvimpia. | D Henry,
who has charge of the development of the ol ficlds
of the United Kingdom, reviewing the history of
the early atteapts o get ail in England, expressed
i opinion that af there is petroleum m Great Bntam
it will be got at oo great adepth and - too small
quantities to be of real commercial value or to com
pete with the output of the world's great ticlds, o
even the vield of the kerosene <hale fields of Scotland.

“AWhat i« really wanted,” e added, “is the cner
getic and skilful development of ol fields i difterent
parts of the kmpire.  In connection with the subsidy
likely to he pand 1o a new all red route’ passenger
steamship company yunning  steamers between this
country and Canada, and thenee on to \ustralasia, 1t
would be an immense advantage o have the ol fields
of New Zealand and Australia fully developed with
ont any loss of time. The ol fuel of these colonies
would be needed for steamers engaged i the mter
colonial passenger trade on the Pacitic.”

With all deference to Mro Henry, we cannot help
thinking that the fucel problem, not only for England
but for the world, will be solved, not Iy the s
covery of new sources so nch a by the hetter
utilization of the supplies we have Omly very small
pereentages of the energy locked up m coal and coal
oil is available for actual use to-day It 1= not too
much to hope that the inventors will oon show us
the way to utilise ninety per cent of the energy of
which less than ten per cent. s now avanlable,
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