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TIIE Portuguese revolution is
THE REVOLUTION not entirely due to the
JN PORTUGAL. popular  resemtment against
clericalism which has become so
startlingly comspicuous in Europe of late. It is partly
due to the corruption which is inherent in Portuguese
oficial life and partly to the turbulent character of
the people, who are generally more or less in a state
of insurrection, Still it would be idle to pretend to
ignore that the success of the Portuguese revolution-
ists is likely to giv great encouragement to the anti-
clericals in Spain and other countries. Although the
sympathies of the Vatican are maturally with the
clericals, it is a mistake for either Catholics or Pro-
testants to identify too closely clericalism with Cath-
olicism. The indications are that Catholicism will
long survive clericalism, One of the remarkable signs
of the times is that mowhere is the Catholic Church
so strong and so respected as in the countries under
Protestant govermment.

The unnecessary bloodshed and vengeful feeling
which have characterized the outbreak came as a
shock to humanity im an age claimed to be civilized
if not Christian. Revolutions may be planned by men
of high character and patriotic motive; but in most
countries like Portugal they depend largely for their
exeeution upon the dregs of the population. The
men who tried to murder the boy King while he was
trying to escapc into exile are not to be regarded as
typieal republicans, so much as typieal revolutionists.

Had a republican government been in power they
would still have been revolutiomists. They would
have shouted “Death to the Republic” as 'lo-dly ns
they shouted “Death to the King"; and they would

ave murdered and plundered, as remorselessly under
he one flag as under the other. The affair is a warn-
ng to all European statemen, including British
tatesmen, to be careful how they play with the
re. There is too muck disposition among politicians,
o take for granted the amiability and pure patriot-

w of any element, which serves their purpose for the

me being. This does mot mean that every move-

ent in favour of constitutional modifications should,
m cant phraseclogy, be “yut down with a strong
and.” But that careful discrimination should be
ade between real and sham caunses of discontent;
hat the former should be as far as possible removed
ud that the scoundrels who get their living by fish-
ng in troubled waters should get mo encouragement
n return for their temporary support. Probably all

revolutions have some legitimate grievance as a par-
tial base and in all likelihood this ome is mo excep-
tion to the rule. That the Portuguese will be any
better off, or any more contented under a republic
than they were under the monarchy we gravely
doubt. Govermment under any form is largely what
the people make it; and what they deserve. “How
can you have a republic in a country where there
are no republicans?” was asked about France. Either
there were some republicans in France them, or they
have developed pretty rapidly since. So far the Por-
tuguese have shown little capacity for governing
themselves or for being governed by somebody clse.
They may improve under the green and blue flag—but
they have made a bad beginning. It is satisfactory
at least that King Manuel is in safety at Gibraltar.
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Tlﬂ Supreme Court of Canada
DOMINION AND has before it ome of those

PROVINCIAL knotty problems of constitution-

INCORPORATION. al law which wmust occasionally

crop up under any system of
federal government. If it were simply a question of
publie interest to be decided, men like the Supreme
Court judges would not take long to decide it. Un-
fortunately they have not to make the law, but to in-
terpret it, which is a much more dificult task. The
issue comes up in the form of a reference from the
Dominion Govermment with respect to the relative
powers of the Federal Parliament and the Provincial
Legislatures regarding company incorporation, and
also with regard to the powers of the companies in-
corporated by these authorities respectively, under
the various provimeial jurisdictions. By permission
of the court the Manufacturers’ Association is repre~
sented and its factum sets forth two propositions:
first, that a company incorporated by a Provincial
Legislature is not inherently imcapable of carrying
on business outside the province, though, in doing wo,
it may be subject to certain terms and restiictions
by other jurisdictions where it secks to carry on
business.

Secondly, it will be contended that a company in-
corporated by the Parliament of Canada canmnot be
prevented from carrying on business in any province
pending compliance with such Provincial Acts as
those cited in questiom, viz, those of Omntario, New
Brunswick and British Columbia, and in any event
some of the restrictions and requirements of these

R

R o,

S T AN -

AT i Sk Sl




