
parish and iiomf. O')
IAITII. aroused liy his providential e*caj>e a life of ill-usage, I «ordering u|ion starva­

tion. I\educed hy fever to utter weakness, 
and liy the capsizing of a ho.it, \% hich he would often have I >cen satisfied, like the
from death when thrown from a horse,J Us i to follow every day

Where < lod lead» ;
Iii-1 to scatter all the way 

Sunny deeds.
Just to co, nor i|uestion why 

Shadow- fall,
Kver looking to the sky 

Through them all.

caused the death of several persons, in prodigal, with the food that “ the swine 
which he had promised to visit a man of- did eat." The demands of hunger were 
war. Hut his religion was merely exter
nal. lie “ lived a I'harisec.” lie con- would pull up riM»ts that grew in the plan- 
fc-ses that while lie gave time to Kihle tat ion anti vat them raw, though he knew 
study ami prayer, fasted and abstained that they would affect his system in the 
from all animal food for three months, yet same way as an emetic, lie had hut one 

a poor religion, and tended to shirt, which he washed at midnight, 
make him “gloomy, stupid, unsociable, ; anil allowed to dry upon his hack. A 
and useless. ' It was a religion unable to change of masters improved his condition, 
meet the first temptation to skeptical anil soon after he left Africa through the 
opinions, for when Shaftesbury's “ Char- kindness of a friend, a sea captain. There

was no change, however, in his moral con-

so pressing and im|»erious that at night he

Just Id live through every day 
Pure and richt,

Keeping fr.un llie heart a I way 
Caro that Might.

Just to stand with pur|tose strong 
When I 'm tried,

I .earning thus my every all 
To confide.

•A «1//( hiiwf'irs, tn .V<,.- York Parish Visitor, actvristics " fell in his way he read it with
avidity and imbibed its opinions.

All the wotM loves a lover, and New- and profane that even the sailors reproved 
ton proved himself an ardent one. Ilis ! him. The voyage was, nevertheless, for 
father was anxious that he should take a his spiritual profit. It covered 7,000 
position on a Jamaica plantation, which miles, and was full cf peril. The turning 
offered bright prospects, before sailing | point of his life occurred one night when 

African John Newton visited

1 dit ion. I lis language was so blasphemous
!•'<»r Parish and Homk.
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John Xi avion, “the old • distant rela- , the ship was struck by a terrible storm, and
blasphemer, the fearless sailor, the avar­
icious lave-trader, the country pastor, of the ijuestion. Here he met Mary Cat- 
the London rector, the hymn writer, the lett, who, front the day of her birth, had 
author, is one of the most remarkable and been marked out both by her mother and 
picturesque figures in Ivnglish (’lutrch his- by Ins as his future wife. It was love at 
tory, lie reminds us at once of St. Paul, first sight, though she was then but four- 
of St. Augustine, and of John Hunyan. teen. And for the delights of the present 
lie was a living monument of grace. I lis he was ready to sacrifice the future. Like

lives in Kent. This visit put Jamaica out he was awakened by the violence of the 
waves, when he heard a :r> that the 
ship was sinking. As he hurried on deck, 
the captain colled for a knife, and while 
he was looking for one another |>erson 
applied his place, and was swept over­

board, and perished in the sea. The 
upper portion of the vessel was soon a 
wreck. Hope came with the morning, 
and Newton, in shaking to the captain, 
said, without much thought, “ If this will 
not do, the Lord have mercy upon us.” 
Then the fear of death overw helmed him.

career has an air of romance about it. It Jacob of old, he had to spend seven long 
is a story of adventure, of contact w ith the and weary years before his love was re- 
darker side of the world, of grace as rich warded by her hand in marriage, 
as it is free, of a changed heart and a new Instead of a visit of three days in Kent 
purpose, and of a life devoted to (lod and he remained three weeks, lost his ship, 
good. and destroyed his prospects in Jamaica.

John Newton’s father was a sea captain I Ie now sailed with a friend for Venice, 
in early life, and later became governor but on his return to England related his 
of York Eort, Hudson’s Hay, where he visit, and was impressed on lnianl the 
died. His mother was an earnest Chris- thnvuh, a man-of-war. The discipline 
tian woman. “The memory of the just was trying to him. lie was placed over 
is blessed,” and John Newton, at the age others to prevent their desertion, and de- 
of seventy, wrote of his mother : “ She serted himself. When caught his anger

was so great that he conceived a plan hy 
me which he purposed to take the captain’s 

life; then, in remorse for such thoughts, 
he contemplated suicide, hut the image of 
Mary Catlett stood between him and 
evil.

“ What mercy,” he said, “can there l>e 
for me ? ” He began to pray, but not the 
prayer of faith. It was a cry rather than a 
prayer, for he could not call (lod Father. 
He began to think of Jesus, whom he had 
often derided. The love of Christ affected 
him as he thought of a death for sins 
not His own. The ship was still in dis­
tress, beaten by the waves and driven. 
The captain was in a desperate mood. “We 
have," he cried, “ a Jonah on board. New­
ton must l>e thrown over I roar d, if we arc 
to l>e saved.” But just as the dark night 
of despair was settling down upon them, 
and all seemed lost, as their last provi 
sions were under preparations for dinner, 
I .mil was sighted, and they were soon at 
anchor in Lough Swilly, on the north 
coast of Ireland. Newton was no longer 
an infidel lie had learned in his own ex­
igence that (iod l»oth hears and answers 
prayer. It was the l>eginning of a “ new 
life.” He had not the experience of an 
advanced believer, but he realized that 
(iod had l»een seeking him all his life long, 
and his heart rescinded to the Father’*

l

made it the chief business and pleasure of 
her life to instruct me, and to bring 
up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” At the age of eleven his father 
took him on board his ship, and he made 
live voyages to the Mediterranean. His 
father had been educated by the Jesuits, 
and, while anxious to care for his son's 
morals, he was unable, on account of a 
distant manner, to win the sympathy of 
his son.

|lThrough a fortunate circumstance, he 
was exchanged from the Ilatwiih to a ves­
sel bound for Sierra Leone, on the coast 
of Africa. He became the overseer of a 
slave de|)ot on the Hold Coast, where 
the traffic in human flesh was carried on, 
the business consisting of the purchase of 
slaves and their sale to traders at an ad­
vance in price. He had landed penniless, 
and his situation was a first desperate. 
Then hif master’s wife, a black woman, 
took a violent hatred to him, which led to

At the age of fifteen h : was placed in 
;i good position with excellent prospects 
at Alicante, in Spain, but, in his own 
words, he was both “ wicked *’ and 
“foolish,” and threw away his opportuni­
ties. He was not, however, without re­
ligious convictions and his conscience


