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ANNUAL MEETING OF SYNOD.
4
The sixth annual meeting of the Synod of |

the Diocese of Montreal commenced yesterday | :deq‘f;"“” * ip: _church system
morning. The clergy and lay delegates as- Sariny %

sembled at 10 o’clock in Christ Church Cathe-| But our e not be confined to
dral, where divine service was held. Morning | é¥isting missiGig “Whilst we use every exer-
prayer was said by the Rev. Canons Bancroft | tiondo p jese In a flourishing condition,
ﬂ.n(fv Bond, the lessons being read by the Rev.| We must alSORSS G stantly on the alert to
Canon Anderson. The most Rev. the Metro-| occupy fresh S84l of lobour, as they present

politan read the ante-communion service, and
a sermon was preached bv the Rev. R. Lons-
dell, R.D., from 1 John ii. 20. The holy com-
munion was afterwards administered by the
Lord Bishop, the Ven. Archdeacon Leach and
the Rev. Canon Anderson assisting.

The Syrod met for business at two o’clock,
in the Cathedral roowms—his Lordship the
Metropolitan presiding.

After prayers, the roll of clerical members
was called by the Rev. Canon Baleh, cierical

secretary, and that of the lay delegates by Mr. sionary woul bours -abundantly re-
M. H. Sanborn, lay secretary. warded. and. b if not undertaken
The Bishop appointed the Rev. R. Norman b;;“ o, Ton ,u.,-:-‘ b Toet to
and Dr. Smallwood scrutineers of the lists of | ¢he Ohus Beat need for two
clergy and lay delegates. i tracall i
Rev. Canon Bond suggested that the dele- ditsr e it :})um_

gates could not take their seats until their
assessments were paid in.

Mr. Hutton replied that they were not re-
quired to pay their assessments until the ap-
pointment of a treasurer.

Some conversation ensued on the desirable-
‘ness of a change in the basis of assessment.

His Lordship the Metropolitan then addressed
the Synod as follows :—

My Brerarex or THE CLErGY AND Larry.—In
4 presiding for the first time over this your An-
% nual Synod, I must ask you to begr with me, if

- I begin with a few remarks pomu_Lh__ self, |
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: Mt Synod, I felt that T had no altdrna-
~ tion but to leave my quiel retreat in England,

where I had watched over a simple and affec
tionate people for one and twenty yeap
obey at once your call, and to come amofig you
as your elected Bishop.

I felt that under such circumstances your
call was the echo, as it were, of a higher sum-
mon from above; and I regarded the expression
of yonr wishes as indicative of the will of God.
I came ont therefore to fill my allotted post,
not without sundry misgivings, bnt at the same
time with a strongly impressed conviction, and
I may also say with an assured confidence, that
He, who seemed so plainly to have marked out my
path, and who Himself knew all my deficiences,
would give me the needed strength, the requi-
site wisdow, and the grace to fif me for my new
and unexpected work. .

During the ten months that I have exercised
my episcopal office among you, I may truly say
that I have never once regretted the step which
I have taken. The kind and generous reception
which I met with on my first arrival from the in-
babitants of this city and diocese ; the cordial and
affectionate desire shewn by the clérgy to carry
out my wishes ; and the very hearty co-opera-
tion of the Laity, who have evinced a zeal for
the Churcl’s welfare, as well as a respect for
my office, which at once endears them to me—
these would of themselves be sufficient to_gall
forth my thankfuluess, and nmke me content
with my present lot. But I have yet further
cause for gratitude from the marked way in
which God bas, in answer to my prayers, been
graciously pleased to endue me with bodily
strength, such as I bave not experienced for
years past, and to afford me other help to fit me
for the emergencies of my new position. To
Him'I desire thus publicly to give the praise.

I cannot help taking this early opportunity of
acknowledging the debt I owe to my justly re-
vered and beloved predecessor, for the great
work be achieved, with-your assistance, in lay-
ing the foundation, and building up ‘to ite pre-
sent height, the Ghurch in this Diocese, with all
its Synodical andwther organization. It is in-
deed a glorious structure, which will ever bear
the impress of his wisdom, his intelligence, and
his Christian character. He has been the ‘‘ wise
Master Builder,” ard it remains for his succes-
sors to rear the spiritual edifice, according to
the model which he has designed withsuch con-
summate care and skill. There are many fea-
tures in our Canadian Church system, especially
as regards its synodical character, which have
called forth tfle unqualified admiration of our
Brethren in the Mother Country. And now all
that we want is from time to time the infusion
of fresh and fresh life into it, that life of which
the Holy Spirit is alone the author and giver.

And now there are certain points of general
interest, in connexiop with our Church and
Diocese, which I desire to touch upon, é

1. First, as regards our Country * Missions.

* These should perhaps rather be called *‘ Church}
Statiens,” since many of them have lately assumed a
Jess missionary, and a more permanent charactcr.
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| The number of these amounts at the present | hitherto
| time to fiftysnine, having many of them from

two to four ehuEches or congregations attached |
to them. Of these I regret to say only eight |
are self-supp‘_tﬁng, and the remdaining 51 are
more or less d8pendent on the church at large
for their m nance. It is essencial that
these shouldde@ properly and -vigoreusly sus-
tained ; thatitlie ministerial teaching in each

 be efficient, the public services

themselves.. ‘
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ble, » to ourselves. There is
much 36 remark which I have some-
where ’..; Chareh which is content to
lose its ing its true riches.”

And this Js me to speak of the manner in
which our ¥ 8 are at present gustained.
The Church'®@ork in this Diocese is to a cer-
tain extent réd for lack of funds. Now, if
itis to be ca#Med on in a really earnest and

hearty spiri
things are 1

First, Oury
parishes mus
supply their
clergy who l
many of then
ver& sure that they will see the paramount
necéssity of gi¥ing to the very utmost of their
means for an @bject in which they themselves
are so deeply interested.

Secondly, the ric‘gy/baity of the.Church, in

8 I trust it will be, these five

hurch members in the various
ake a more strenuous effort to
pportion of the stipends of the
pur among them. I know that
n ill afford to do this, but I am

this city and elsewhére, must be prepared for
an increased demand upon their contributions
to the General Church Fund of the Diocese.
Or T would suggest (what would be for more
beneficial) that they be willing, as some have
already done, t0 ngme a fixed annualtsum as
their regular sabscription to the Fund. Their
past liberality, Whenever appealed to makes me
feel the most entire confidence that it will not
be witheld, if only it be clearly shewn to them
that their Chureh needs it.

Thirdly, in adition to the requirement of
the Synod that #n annual Sermon be prehched
in every Churcz it will be necessary that a
bond fide colleckion be made from house to
house, in every Pparish or mission throughout
the Diocese, in 8ugmentation of this General

Fund.

Fourthly, itm“be necessary that an enquiry
be made into the'8¥te of the various Endow-
ments which exi8t in certain parishes, and the
manner in whieh each property is invested .
also that a correct record be kept by the Re-
gistrar of all such Endowments.

Fiftly, and above all, a better organization
is required for the distribution of our Mission
Fufids. [ am rejoiced to say that a Committee
of Laymen has been sitting, for the purpose of
remodelling our Bystem of grants on the one
hand, and our requirements for the people on
the other., Whatever changes this Committee
may recommend in their report, and the Synod
may sanction, will T trust be carried out
he hearty conecurrence of both Clergy,
Laity. "

It is the more necessary that the Mission

Fund should be fortbwith placed on w sound
footing/ since the Society for the Propagati¢n
of the Gospel B gradually withdrawing

o eme = 1 -3
liberal grant for the Ghu

Colony. . .
I feel that there is yet.another,po in!
dare not omit, I believe thatno che
thoroughly prosper,unless she en )
towards those nations which enjoy not.
spiritual blessing as herself. Whilg
then, to meet our own pressing needs, |
not—0 let us not close our hearts tc
of our fellow-men who are sitting in
and in the shadow of deatht. Let us m§
fort, according to our means, to extend
others, and then we may look for God's k
on ourselves, ““There is that scatterel
yet increaseth.” i

During the past year the spec
throughout the diogpse have been |
with much zeal and with some suc cess..
annual meeting, in the Mechanic#"
was, ‘perhaps, the largest that has bees
for many years. And we were glad to &
‘among the pleaders for our work, B
Bishop of the American, church, By his
quence, the cause of our wmission " was gt
advanoed ;-and, also, an opportunity
for the interchange of those ogrdial gpd brok

£
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Tudlly

tween.the .urches—each ully ade
ing itself to the specialereguirements oF ¥
gition, but both one, ig‘muoiubly.»,
esseatial matters. of faith ,

instead & spuriou

in thet

substitatin rio
system of liberality, on which Go
can dcarcely be expected, or ev

of almsgiving, and a healthier tone of chari
prevailing among the members of our Church.™
2. But I now pass on to speak (2ndly) of the
condtion and prospects of our clergy.
I Have on another public occasion borne my

thos¢ whb minister in holy things among us.

pal superintendence.

among us, and of the soundn

the preaching from our pulpits. There will e
be some few, whoseYopinions reach the extreme

aware of any within my Diocese who are gt
decidedly overstepping that line as to call
my interference. Still there are some, whom
would gladly see conforming more heartily to
the general feeling and spirit of the church
which they serve. And I am extremely
anxions that by a little modification of
practice, and by the exercise of a concilia-
tory spirit, there may be brought about a more
entire conformity throughout the Diocese, espe-
cially in the ordinary mode of conductigg our
Services. I hope that those who feel with me
in this matter will be wiling to makeé R sac-
rifice of their own cherished opinions, where at
least no sacred pricciple is involved, in order
to attuin this désirable end ; and that they will
boldly lead the way in making such conces-
sions.

It is the policy of ¥lir great enemy to sepa~
rate us from one ancotber as widely as he can:
it should be our policy—our holy and Christian
policy—to close our ranks, and wage our war-
fare gide by side. Our strength lies in united
action. And if God is pleased to draw us
nearer together by the attraction of a loving
spirit, this will make us strong against our
common foe, and strong in the discharge of our
spiritual mission. May it ever be so with us!
For then, and not otherwijse, will our Church
answer to that description given in the inspired
song ; she will be “ beautiful as Tirzah, comely
as Jerigalem, terrible as an army with ban-
ners,” | .

As reéards our Christian Brethren who belong
to gther’communions, we sbould avoid anything
like a:fattitude of antagonism towards them,
of hard words and unkind expres-
y "hilst we bold our own with an honest
hand. We should inculcate in our
sound and definite Church principles,
e same time set forth clearl y, distinetly,
inently the great and life-giving doe-
trines of the cross. Our best weapon is I believe
t declaration of what we kanow to be

willing testimony to the general character of |

I doubt if there is any Bishop who can boast of ¢
amore laborious, self-denying, earnest clergy | ph
than those who are working under my epigcos |

I cannot but speak with much thankful 3
of the general harmony of views which exists)
gss, faitbfulness,
and moderation, which for she most part magk

line of what the church permits; but I am not}

“ o :

"e
[ R

":
{,

\
A

ION OF CANADA.

————

X)
‘A

-

i H

~

™ |

.

should be very thankful to se¢ a higher stand:

4

from the
help toe
presen
city &
wortl

)

o

B

ik
Prayet
Com
the or

iy
I “
w3 of ’.
'h‘ Wy,
We gn
vice, %
where

¥
1

'L

th, a simple uplifting of Christ before

|
!
{

3 an.—Si

; ‘and a desire to ep‘body this teacl

g our missions with vigour,

S

g

copies, OC.
)

ngle

-
——— — .

1=

ily lives,

‘appointment of a clergyman to any

h or Mission, [ propose in future
juet him iato his charge myself, in
of the whole congregation ; or to
ne one of my clergy to act as my
in 8o doing. The entrance of a
0 & new gphere of labour, and his

¥ the congregation, I feel to be of so

e, that the opening Service in
kes part ought to be marked by
 ceremony befitting the occasion.

l a Form of Service for this
h is chiefly borrowed from one in

sister Church of America.

t now of the duty and expediency
But we

sget that the church has also a duty

| towards the labourers in these
Phe incomes of our clergy strike me
entably small; not merely 1n com-
| the stipends allotted to them in
. but also in comparison with
by men who are engaged in
important callings. Many
t. active clergymen are at pre-
barely $600 dollars a year.
pyer, to see it ac{nowledged in
pd rules and constitutions of the
this diocese, that ‘‘ the minimum
“glergy shall be $800 per annum.”
L8till more glad if that intention
#ed out, though at present it seems
le, owing to the deficient state
‘o1 would express a hopé that the
he Laity will be directed to this
pn; and the more so0, as I feel as-
_request will emanate from the

»
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! se, if possible,
erial efficiency, rather
assured that in these days
it well educated as well as
| body of clergy. .
iritual laborers within

Bighop.
traiming of cur candidates for holy or-

pgether on a satisfactory footing.
ur Theological College being at &
usat a disadvantage. And [
- be thankful if I could gather
8. for the sacred ministry
here at Montreal, where I

eh their characters anl conduct, and

| their preparation for the ministry.
ling howeter without more mature
on to interfere with the present ar-

ik as regards the College at Lennox-

if it should eventually be foand
movédthe Theological Department
8, I doubt not that I should obtain
imen of the Diocese the needed
me to carry out the project. My
mviction is that, if we had in this
logical Institution, with a building

fits character, it would prove an im-
lessing to the Diocese.

anxious to take this opportunity

lttcntion to what I consider a very

ionable practice in administering
nt of Baptism,and in celebrating the
lage, in private houses. There are
it should have permitted in this

ad. principally from the part of many

ving been hitherto unprovided will
8. These reasons however for the most
donger exist. I mustrequest my clergy

neé & practice so entirely wirthout

;“, our Chnrch; except in peculiar
id then not without the special permis-

Diocesan. As regards Baptism
illness of the recipient is of course
round for the use of the private
ed in our prayer book.

"bject of Liturgical changes ham of
iGgupied some attention.
0§, both in the convocation of Canter-

I have on many

'where, advocated a certain modi-
ur rubrical directions, to suit the

joe present generation, I would gladly.
iy given for the use of the morning

itanggand the office for the Holy

4 asgarate service, according to

intention ; or, when used in their

rm, divested of certain repetitions
mar their beauty.

eed also a Third Form of Ser-

g used i the evening in those charches

rs have, already been read in the

d *afiernoon. This seems to be es-
for in our city congregations.

er, we perhaps want a curlailed

r for occasional or special use.
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