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to take astronowical observations on the
sanie places where he took them, and it
is impossible for me to speak too highly
of the neral excellence of these surveys
and observations.  FPor three-quarters ol
a century  Thompson’s map was the
standard of North-Western Canada, and
even vet s parts of it have not been
“”'ll‘1‘l"|

In 1812, after having spent  twenty
eight vears in the wilderness of Western

W the same time heing only

\meriea, but
{ Thomp=on retired

fortv-two vears of ag

from the servi of the North-West Clom
pany and settled at Terrebonne, in Lower
Canada (Quebee), where for a couple of
vears he was engaged in completing his

great map of the North-West Territory
which for vears hung in the headquarters
of the North-West Company at Fort Wil
of the

liam, and is
I'rovinee of Ontario

[n 1816, this boy from a charity school
in London, who had educated himself as
i surveyor in the forests and on the plains
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and mountains of the Wesl, was appoint
ed by the Government of Great Britain as
its astronomer and surveyor to determing
and define the bhoundary-line between the
United States and British North Ameriea
(Canada) under the Treaty of Ghent
The vears from 1816 to 1825 were ocen
pied in performing this great internation
il survey, and the maps which he mads
are still and will always continue to be the
ultimate authority on this long line divid
ing two nations, extending from the state
of Maine to the north-west angle of Lak«
of the Woods

Iis last years were spent either in Glen
garry County, Ontario, or in Longuenil
opposite Montreal, where he died
February 10, 1857, at the ripe old age ol
nearly eighty-seven vears. Iis wife,
child of the Western country, whom he
married at Tsle a la Crosse, on the Church
ill River, survived him by less than three
months, dving on Mav 7 of the same vear

Thompson’s work must not be confused
with that accomplished by ordinary ex
plorers, or even with that of many of the
clerks of the fur companies who have

written journals and have given us ex
cellent accounts of the new countries
through  which they travelled.  Then



